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1 rernember being in ]Rame many year8

aga. The hotel ive wislied ta stay in vas
fuil; sa my campanion and 1 ivere lodgcdl
in a small hanse at the appaz;ite side af the
square and came aver ta the heotel ta dine.
The walk home vas always sarnewhat af a
trial ta me, for ive were generally pursucd
by a number af lean, ugly, and hungry
dags restless and savage framn want ax
food.

' Why not; bave fed them, and then there
wauld have been ne cause for fear ?' 1
think I bear sorne true dag, laver say. My
dear friend, yau migbt. as well atternpt ta
feed the whale city af Rame. There vas
nothing ta, be dane but to run for it, and
run 1 did one dark niglit with sucell
vehemence that I gaiued aur abade head-
long, and in my dismay slammed the outer
daor sa quiclily that 1 left. my cempanion
an the wrang side af it. Nathing but sheer
terrer cauld have caused sucli a mean and
traitorous action ; but before condemning,
me let rny readers fiud theinselves in a
similar position.

In Florence the number af neglected
dogys is also great. Last winter a friend of
mine vas mnade acquainted with a curiaus
instance of dag.,-kuanwledge of hurnan nature.
A do- proceeded ane evening up the stairs
of a bouse where many fîtmilies were staying.
Hie vas hungy and forlern, and lie ivas
lookingr out for a friend. liewient slowly
and thouglitfully up the stairs as if con-
sidering bis future course and making up
bis mind as ta *where lie should seek for
comfart. Inta the long gallery at the top
af the stairs hoe came, and there lie saw a
long roiv of doors. None of thorn were
open. 'Vhat should hoe do? Hie waited
and ivatched; and then, finding that ivait-
ing and ivatching did no geod, lie mnade a
selection out of the number of doors and
scratched at the one lie had cliosen. It vas
opencd by a kind servant, who vras gifted
with an intelligence almeat canine. The
piteous eyes, the uplifted paw, the open
nioutli soon shoived ber îvhat was wanted,
and a plate of bread and meat and a basin
of 'water irere placod before the hungry
travellor. The food vras ravenously devoured,

and the gucst dcparted, Ieaving, let us hope,
a blessing bebind lim. It iras betiween
figlit and nine in the evening.

Every evening afterwards at the saine
liaur the* same guest returned, took bis
meal, and departed. It was -neyer known
whcnce hoe came nor irbere lie vent, for the
aliades of eveuing hid the inysterieus
stranger from view. Hie is supposed to
belong ta a peasant irbo lives in the country,
and ta have wandered juta the tawn in
searcli of food. Now the sagacity of the
dog ivas shoîvu in the choice hoe made of
thie door. Why did hoe choose tInt particu-
lar door? liow could hie tell that a merciful
human heing dwelt behind tînt door instead
of a ruffian ? a laver of degs instead of a
bater ? An instinctive feeling made hirn
choose the right door, aud a kindred spirit
touched anather kiudred spirit. There may,
'--f course, be anather explanation. Some
ivili say, '0f course hoe smelt supper and
resolvcd ta have a shiare of it.' But there
irere probnbly many other suppers going. on
in that row of habitations. \Vhy did hoe
pick out that particular supper ? It is a
mnystcry. As for bis returningy every evening'
and adopting that particular thre-chold as
bis restaurant or dining-place, ne anc w'ill
ivonder at, it, for dags and mon eften show
their gratitude by a lively anticipation of
faveurs ta corne.

A little timo agyo an account of a mucli
mare remarkable instance of dog sagacity
appeared in the Spectator. I arn very sorry
I did net cut it eut, for it iras 'well, iorth
preserving. The gentleman who told the
story landed atIMeibourne (I think this was
the naine of the part, but I may be mistakzen,
as I quete from. memary), and stayed ivith a
friend irbo showed bim great kziudness and
liaspitality. ])uring bis visit hoe made great
friends with a huge dog belon)ging ta bis
liast, and whoi seemed ta have taken a par-
ticular fancy ta hirn. Sometime afterwards
lie removed ta a hatel in another part of the
town.

Qne ovoning as it was grawing dark, lie
vras returning ta bis hotel, irben lie feit bis
atm gently bitten, but net se as ta hurt, and
looking down lie beheld the magnificent dog,


