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branchi inin m course iii pcdagogy. Fortwnate, indeed. is the hoy ai the imlpres-
sionable age of just etitering his teeis who lias for bis teacher a inat wvlîo is
bimiself a student with a purpose iii life, and possessing persâtial traits that
commxand bis admiration, and who thus presents to hlmi ideals of character and
high achievements. 1 take thisý opportunity to wveave this chaplet of praise 10

the mnemory of the best and most influential teacher of miv bovhood.

AN ESSAY ON HABITS.

A story is told of an Enplisli school-nxaster w-ho offered a prize to the boy wlio
should writc the best conmposition in five minutes on 'How to Overcoimne Habit."

At the expiration of five minutes the compositions were read. The prize
went to a lad of nine years. Following is the essav :

"Well sir, habit is bard to overcomie. If yoit take off the Iirst letter, it docs not
change 'a-bit.' If yoti take off another you stili have a 'bit* left. If you take off
stili aiiother, tixe wliole of 'it' renains. If you take off another, it is not wholly
used Up; ail of whichi goes to show that if you want to get rid of a habit von
niust throw it off altog-ether."

'e0ch ~t

Trhe following volumes just to baud are particularly suitable for school
libraries and they are all so artistically printed and bonc that they would serve
as choice Christmnas presents.

BEASTS 0F THE FIELD, By W. J. LONG>,
BIRDS 0F THE AIR, Publisbed by Copp, Clark Co.,
SECRETS 0F THE WOODS, Toronto.

The first two of these contain wbat %vas given in " Wilderness Xays " and
"'Ways of Wood Folk," but the illustrations and letter press, paper aud binding
are in every way superior. Mr. Long lias succeeded iii getting dloser to actual
animal life than any other miodern xvriter. His writing bias not the artistic
finish of Mr. Tbompson's, but hie is far more true to experience. He miakes nxo
exaggerated statements, and he does not create animials with humait initelli-
gence. No nature studv books are more attractive aud iione more worthv of a
place in a library.

KING ARTHUR AND HIS COURT, by Frances N. Greene, publislied by
Ginzu & Co. These are the stories of Tenuyson's Idylîs. ginlusmebt
cbarming prose form. Just sucb a book as will deliglit boys and girls between
the ages of 8 and 18. Copp, Clark Co. are agents in -Canada.

The Handbook: to the Victorian Reader, edited by Mr. W. A. McIiityre and
M.r. J. C. Saul, bias been for some tinie iii the bauds of the printers and nxay be
expected sbortly af ter the new year. The general intention of the book is to
supply sncb information as is, necessary te- the undcrstanding of the selections
contained ln the Readers. With this end iniview, informati)n is given lu regard
to the circuinstances under whîcb eacb selection is written, and interesting facts
iii connection herewitb are related, all different words, phrases and allusions are
explained and, iii addition, wvhere necessary, a list of books is given wbere
fmrther information may be obtaiined. In cases where selecticn is an extract


