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CURRENT EVENTS.

T is a significant fact that notwithstanding the fiîîancial clepres-I joli wvhich lias been so keenly ffit by ail classes of thue people of this
,c utntry during the Iast few xuonths, the enterprises of the Christian Glhurcli
ivere neyer botter sustaiued. So far as 'we can learn froua the accounits, of
the rnissionary &anniversaries, which have reachied us froni ail parts of the
D)ominion, there are signs of' substantial. progress in this important depart-
ment of our church. w'ork. The Methodist people uf tlue country, ut least,
are determined nlot only that this Nvor], shalh not decline, but that it shall
progress ; and probably the saine spirit is abroad among our sister denomin-
ations. 'fhe ainount wvhich wvill be poured into the missionary treasurýy of
our own church thuis year, we confidlently predict, wvill be coîisiderably larger
tluaiu that contributed for the sanie pur-pose in any for-mer ycar. This is as it
shonul be. Earuest cries for lielp frorn those Nvho are not in a position to
lielp theinselves, are wafted to us on alnost every breeze; the Macedonian
cry is comnig frora ail quartera -- the case, is urgenai h ins ok
.Tequires haste. Bi3t it niust not bo forgotten. that, in thousands of instances,
every dollar contributed this 3'ear involves a mucli greater sacrifice than
would have been iuvolved in the grift of two, or eveil four dollars, in some
past years. This fuet is iiecessary to bo takzen into the account, iii order to
rightly estiniate the liberality of our people, -and their self-sacrificilng devotion

.to the evaugelistie wvork of the churchi.
The educational. auniversaries are just being lield, aud it wvere preinature

to speak confidently of their resuits ; but, it wvill be a strangre thing ujider the
suni if there is iiot progress here as else-where. Our colleges and sohools are
doing a -%vork, the value and importance of wvhich to the church, it wvill re-
qire another genteration to properly estimate. It is, in fact, impossible to
o%'er-estiiunate its importanîce. Theiir schoohumaster is abroad, institutions of
kcaruling are being multiplied, and thc peoplew~ill be'-educated; but %vhethier
thiis fâet shail ultiniately prove to be a nuatter of congratulation or regret,
wîill depend upon the spirit whichi is infused into the intellectual culture8
which they are receiving. Education to be mnade a blessing require.- to be
baptized at the font of Christianity, sud consecrated to the glory of God. The
atiieistid. spirit whichi pervades inuch of flic higle cuty for ~ntne
odily repeats thîe admouitory lesson whichi had becs tauglit long ago, by the
hiistory of the iuost highly cultured nations of aitiquity,-that inteltectual
developineit does riot necessarilyiniake nien cithier botter orlhapp)ier; that the
leaxuied are just as likely to faIl inito degradilig errors, aud become the sub-
jects of moral, social and political debasemieit as the uiilearined, .except their
education includes the developmient and proper training of the moral sud
SIiritiial nature. 'IKnowledge is power" but, as lias been often observed,
whetluer powver for good or evil depends entirely upon the moral character of
thiose w'ho possess it. he age, of Perides -%vas the culminating point of
Grecian cuiltuire,-a forni of culture wvhiclh so far ut leat as inathetie perfection
is couccrned, lias flot beeiî approached ini modern timies-but iii w'as the poinlt,
to ut whicu the glory wvas departing froi the Atieiani people-wvhenl in

Sfaut flic vhuilonui couiquerors of the %vorld wvere siuîking under the N\veig-ht of
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