
w

From Jerus&lem to Jcricho,
Fronr Notes of a Pilgrirnage to thc Holy Land," etc. -Preparedl Especilly for

The Carmelite Revitw

-

Týii,~ FRY 11EV. Ar.OYSI S M. BLA KEI.v, C. P.,

V'icar-General of Nicopolis, Bulgaria.

O' 1Rcarrnages annoillced, w.e ézetout frum Casa Nova, and were
presently speeding along, out-

eide the wall' toward the "Gate of
lit. Stephen.' w1ence, crossing the
Torrent ofc i on and passing between
Mount (Y and the V'alley of
jehosop; we kept on until we
reached lîethaPy, wbich is about two
miles distant from Jerusalem. Here
we halted in order to visit the places
for wbîcb tliis little ruined village ie
celebrated :namely, the tomb of
Lazarus ; the site on wbieh stood the
bouse in wbicbi be lived with bis sisters,
Martha and Mary, and whicb was tbe
scene oi tbeir baspitable entertainment
of aur Lord and His disciples, as
degcribed in tbe tentb cbapter oh St.
Luke's Gospel ;and flnally the " House
oi Simon tbe Leper," immortalized by
Mary Magdalen, wbo, wbilst Jesus was
at table under its roof, brake an aie-
baster box ai precions ointmnent and
paured it uponi lis bead (St. Mark,
XIV.). Of these tbree venerable ab-
jects ouly the first is still extant. In
arder to reacb this sepulchral cave,
wbich was approacbed originally frumt
the side of tbe bill in wbicb it was ex-
cavated, we were obliged to, maunt ta
the summit of the latter, and tben ta,
descend an almost perpendicular fligbt
oi stone steps, twenty.four in number
and badly worn, leading directly ta
the anti-cbamber of the tomb, in

wbicb, it is said, Jesuis stood %vlien He
bade Lazarus corne forth. The reason
of our iorced detour on this occasion
arase irorn the iuct tbat the Mohamma-
dans, about the early part oi the four-
teentb century, built a masque in such
a position as ta enclose the primitive
entrance ai the sepuichral vault ; and
as tbey reiused ta allow any but their
co-religionists ta, nake use ai it, tbe
Franciscan Fathers-tbe guardians ai
the haly places-were compelled ta
pierce tbe bill irom above, and ta
make a species ai shait, in whicb tbey
placed the stqii way already mentianed.
About tbe periad just rnentioned there
was a cburcb standing on this ballowed
spot, wbich, indeed, was an object ai
veneratian irom tbe beginning ai
Cbristianity. St. Jeromie, writing
about tbe end oi tbe iaurtb century,
tells us tbat there was one in luis day,
and Bernard, surnanied the Wise,
mnakes a like statement in 870. But
tbis latter sanctuary is believed ta
bave been destrayed by the ferociaus
Hbakem, and tea bave been rebuilt in
1',03. Tbese several churches were
dedicated Ia St. Lazarus, and many ai
tbe bisbaps ai Jerusalem were buried
in tbem. Naw, hawcver, there is but
little ta shaw tbat tbey ever existed,
if we except same scant ruine ai tbe
basilica erected by St. Helen, cansist-
ing of a partian af tbe apqe and same
remunts of tbe masaic pavement,

-I


