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instruct us on this point. It plainly teaches
us thatit is the will of Heaven that all
should receive the Gospel. ‘“ Go preach
the Gospel to every creature” was the last
command of Christ to his chosen Apostles.

The Bible tells us ot two great gifts that
God hath made: one the gift of lis Son
to the world; tho other the gift of the
world to Iis Son. We speak much about
the first, and it is the greatest; but let us
not forget or overloor the sccond. The
world is Christ’s by the Father’s gift. It is
His now de jure, and in due time it will be
1lis de facto. And does not the issning of
the Commission * Go ye into all the world”
&c., proceed upon the assumption that the
world is Christ’s by right? Could Ie
have charged His Apestles thus, if in some
sense or other the world had not been Hisq
And the carly Church acted upon the
belief that the world is Christ’s by right,
and addressed herself energetically to the
work of evangelizing it. Her preachers
began at Jerusalem but they went frem
Jerusalem to Judea, and from Juden to
Samaria, and from Samaria to the ends of
the earth.  And after the dispersion that
wasg caused by persecution the members of
the Church *“went everywhere preaching
the Word.”

Do we of to-day believe that the field to
be sown with the good seed of the Gospel
is the world 2 If we do, it behooves us to
cherish and cultivate the missionary spirit
much more than we are now doing.

Do we not sometimes forget that we our-
selves owe much under God to missions ?
nay, that we owe everything—that we are
jndecd the fruit of missionary labor. For
us therefore to stand aloof from the mis-
sionary movenent or to give it a half-
hearted support is decp ingratitude. ““Frecly
we have received,” therefore we should
freely give.

Nor can we afford to be illiberal to this
cause. Eecleciastical history teaches us
this if it teaches us anything, that mission-
ary churches have been prosperous churches.
*Tis the church that does most for her Lord
that receives most from Him. ’Tis the
church that gives most that gets most.
And any church or comgregation that is

sclf-contained, that labours selfishly fo; b/}
own good has already reached the limit o/}
her extension and is about to decline,

Nor can it be too often repented that ()8
Church of Christ is essentially & misin|
ary organization. She has been entrunfil
with the Gospel not that she may selid i
keep it and enjoy it, but that she may il
lish it abrond. As binding as everis i
command, “ Go ye into all the world,” §. B
and the church that ceases to respect 38
obey that command thereby forfeits
charter vights, and has no ground g
which to justify her further existence,
polity may be scriptural, her ritual mar (¢S
pleasing, and her ministers may be ayle
onically ordained, but if she has forgon§
or is overlooking her Lord’s last commu
she is neither desiring nor endeavous
1o fulfil the cnds for which she exists,

It is nothing at all to the purposetts
us that we are weak, very weak in o
presence of such a work. Our abiiiyg
the measure of our obligation. Wear:#
called upon to do no more than wearesf
to do, and we ought to do no less,
ever else despises small things Christ
not. Let each and every one briy
mite and lay it down at Jesus’ feet. -

To awaken a deeper interest in mi
ary work, and to lead us to pray
frequently and to give more liberallyiae
nection with it, wo need to read a goold
more about it. Thero are scores of
in all parts of the church who kuow s
tittle of the doings of their own ni
arics. Some don’t take the Reewd,
some who do take it don’t read it
then how few are there who know an
ot what is doing in the world’s g
ters? in Indta, in China and Japan?
want more missionary intelligence, &
ter reading of what we have. Itiss
tion if our pulpits do their duty i
respect.

If our people generally had the
from the mission fields as they on
have them, then missionary prayer
ings would be profitable and deli
whereas now they are often neitberi®
nor the other. And they should ¥
more frequently than they ar.




