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Burnt L-nd. Dissolving Bones. - | upen 'the bono, vileritaction’ ensics,’ but
— . ¢ontinucs only'for a'shoit tiine; as a coatin

o the Editor,

Sir,—Having lately neticed seme articles
in the FARMER respeeting burnt land, T offer
what little experience I have kad for the
henefit of those who,'like mysclf, have had

their standing timber destreyed by those de- |-

structive fircs which semetimes sccur in our
Canadian forests,. The reccommendatien to
sow barley for a fitat crop I have no doubt is
good, when any black soil is left ; but when
nothing remains but the hard clay loam; I
should be unwilling to try it, as such soils re-
tain the water too leng in the spring, and
when the.hot weather scts in the soil be-
comes baked hard, and oracked in every
diroction, and unless the harley had time to
cover the ground wvell, the crop weuld hardly
‘e worth harvesting,

The first picce of such land T cleared was
‘Dlotighed in“the fall and sown the neat Year
n;it_h spring wheat, but although the spring
was favourable, the crop was not worth
sincl, The stubble was plonghed in the

* fall, and sown the next spring with peas at
""tlie rite ‘of three bushels to the dere. The

“Subier yfroted showery! snd tlie pea stilks
| BrewW 64 Tedgth' of -cight ‘of iine fect, and
"Wereeavily’ podded; the webds were com-
plétely smothered, and the soil' mellow cd, so
that’ it was much easier to plough. The

" hext piece I sowed with fall wheat, plough-

ing the ground as soon as I could get it
cleared, and sowed carly red clover, very
early in the spring, The clover touk well,
and it would have been better to have
" ploughed it i last year, but, as is frequentl,
flile case on bush farms, 1 had not sufficient
meadow, so I cut it for hay, and in Septem.

ber tried td plongh in the after-grass, then
tover a foot high, but the ground wis so hard

Tohad to desist,'and cut the after-grass for !

Jodder. InN ovember, when the ground was
goft enough to admit of being plonghed about
four inches deep, the clover was about siy

sinches high, ard I found the clover rants had

}i‘cnetratcd the hard pan about'6 or 8 inches.

his year I sowed peas, but owing to the ex- |

‘traordinary drought the straw  was very
‘sliort but™well podded, and the pods well

«filled: -In 1869 1 had a ten acre field cleafed |
+ and-sown with the Treadwell fall wheat, and.

«ih the following spring I sowed carly red
dover ab the rate of 121bs, to the acre. In
'some places two ploughings could not £go
tanore ‘than' two inches deep,’ and in those

- Pplaces the wheat was winter Killed, but the

- vest, and'sowed clovér

greater part came on well, and I had a fair
crop. The clover took well except on the
hard places, and these I harrowed after har-
a?nin, and this year, in

~8pite of the dreught, I had a fair crop of
clover hay.  Last fall I cleared another ficld,

* and sowed the ‘I'readwell wheat at the rate
nof two bushels to the acre. 'Scatcely dny
- 'was killed, aid though the crop is of course
1ot 50 good as gn unburntland, yetthe gram s
ah excecllent sanple, and weighs much heavier
than lagt yeir; but as the clover sovn Iast

+ spring failed, I have plariglied m the stubble
~for peas next year, and in future shall sow
" such ground first witi¢fall wheat and clover,

then pea, followed Ly fall wheat, with clover |

again,

i B .

To the Erditor. v
Sir,—I beg to submit th jéq’;’xfé;&'fxix}ta
on the decomposing of bones, .for ‘the' guid-
ance of those of your readers who may be
anacquainted with'the prbetss. * '’ .
In the eld country, where, bone mauyre is
oxtensivoly used, various plans hiave -boen
adopted to’sccure theii teatly” dddotti ﬁqs;mo‘n
‘Biit to cliewtiatry the ‘Prackical fhsm
chiofly indebted for thnt}'method.of effcoting
their decemposition wlhich has of late years
beén ‘adopted, With the xost'sigiial sliccebs.
To Baron Licbig the agriculturist owes a
deep dobt of gratitude for the servico he has
done the agricultural world in pointing out
the benefits whieliseicnce is capable of ren.
dering to the farmer. e says, in his report
on the Chemistry of Agriculture: ¢ Themost
) easy and practical method of effecting the di-
vision of bones is to pour over them half their
weight of sylphuric acid, djlptediwith three

or four. parts. of- water, .and.aftens they. have

| one hundred parts. of water, and to spriukle
the mixture, beforo, the plongh, Jn a few
‘sgcondsdlm free acads umite with.the gases
j contamed i the earth, .and a neutral salt is
pformed m a state of very fine division,”

{  But the dithculty of applying liquid maniire
1 suggested: other methods, which ' &re “now
| generally adopted. It is found that by mix-
| ing the liquid with dry saw-dust, or even dry
' earth, it is converted into a form more con-
veniently used by farmers. :

The falldwing méthad for the preparation
! of bones can be recommen-lid - '

The boues to be usud should be broken as
small ag pssible ; thef ¢annot be tuo small
as the smaller the picees tlgc‘ greater the sur-
face préschted to the dction of the acid, and
! consequdnitly’ the more rapid hnd perfect will

he the ‘solutidn.  Hating broken fhe Loues

‘e v IR R e -
Into picces from one to two inches in length,

[lace them'in a Lirge wash or sugar hugshead,
 add a quantity of water suflicient to molsten
Fthe Torics, and”aliow thef to stak in it for
three of four hours before adding the acid; if
the water' be boiling, 80 mucli the Létter;
then add the acid, and stir it well with the
"borics.  Sulphuric acid is the acig'moép com-
mbnly ‘used § ity speéitic ’gi-a.gr'it‘y' from the

kept in closed vesséls, ad 1t attrdets moisture
rapidly from the atmosphere, and ‘becdmes

water, a considerable amount of' héat is pro-
ducéd. If we mix vitriol and water in the
proportion of 5 bs. "of acid'to 2 Ibs. water,
‘tlie temperaturd Will fise to 266 degrees.

The propurtivn of acd to be used m mak-
ing Vitriolized bone manure is ene hundlred
weight of acid for every Lo Iundred weight
of bones, and the proportion of water should
be fully threc times that of the acid, The
water must be applied tirst to the hones,
afterwards the acid. The readon of this i

[ SARAWAK. | that whew undiluted sulphuric acid is poure

facmer |, is'| -

manufactory ought t6 bé 1.845 ; it should be.

weaker. * When ‘strbng acid' is’ added ‘to} it _ 8t ‘and’ :
.at once and ‘effectually, |,

of gypsuni, which js tlie fitst new corigotin

‘formdd, ‘cbvers ‘the surfate of the crushed

bénes withf acriist) which prevents-the ‘acid
from coming in contact with-the unaltered
nortions, and consequently preventing a per-
}c"ct golution. But by applying the"water
first, "and ‘afterwhrds "ad ing' the''acid, the

action is tomplete, N
. A. GORDON.
Fitzroy, Co. Carleton, Nov. 11.

Wild Qats.

At this sgason nothing is more advisable
about a barn than to cargfully guard againat
the distribution of .wild oats. "They are pro-
pagated and Qistributed in every possible
and congeivable mauner. A horse or an ox
mny',ga,t them, and they will .grow after-
wards nevertheless. These pests never die
of themselves, They will bear an exeellent

’

"ergp of sced when only four ‘inches high

Above the ground; that is, after being cup at
hatvost. The young plants throwing off

§ been, digested for gome time, for.add ahout "sf'l(mt’s gnd Spronts Aalh the, same fall, they
y () E ¥

will eyen then mature good seed. Wild oats
Will remain ungerminated; underground ,up.
wards 'of* tent years without decaying in the
leqs:t;' and a_certain meadow on our farm, if
,pl'o.fl},'lu':'d,up now, ,would bear as guod a crop
asit ever did. It has Jain cleven years in
grass, and not one oat has been seen formore
than eight years, except where a heap of rails
or haystack bottom happens to be built; then,
next year, ¢ presto,” up comes the wild oats
again, as thick as ever, directly the sod is
killed from any cause. The most_fruitfal
sotirces of distribution are the thrashing ‘ma-
chines. The beards of the oats are furniched
with hooks and hairs, so arranged by nature
that the grain, nary people absolutely de-
clare, will travol Jfor%mnl itsclE, 'a_r_ld' adhere
to everything it tonches; certainly it will
do.so if moved a little from any cause; .80
there cannot be two opinions about wild oats,
and unceasing cffofts ,should certainly 1
wade to collet every grajn Jand., burn
them. Do mot even grind.: them. , Boil-
ing will a6 for them, I hélieve, ptovided
they are ab‘solultélﬁdlggifcd ‘for some time; but
it often happens they are anly subjected to
gteaping in water, not boiling, and underithis
treatmient they thiito ol the ‘better. It
fooks lke éxtravaghned'to' birn 10' 6r 20
bhshelsof "oats, and”) Havé oiten hedn as
many obtained from one fall's thrashing,
where the land has been badly infested, but
i¥i§ thle bost 'and’ cheafiest pélicy '3, 45 so
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There are many. ways said $o.lessen, their

production, and some to kilt them, but-t is

| very difficult to do 'so tindér" any “Eireim-

stances; still, it can ba done, and eﬂ’ecéﬁa’.lly
also, as shall, proceed to show. .in.s futare
paper on ‘the subject. ' At-presbnt we-Hive
more particylarly €6 'do With' p'r"(nég’t'ién"t‘l}kn
cure, this being the scasun best adapted for
that precaution.. " e e
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