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OUR AGRICULTURAL SCHONLS.

TO THE HONOURABLE J. J. ROSS
COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE, &c., &o.

PREFACE.

% Entrusted as the writer has been. since 1869, with the|
anagement of several Journals of agriculture, he conceives |
at he has had, more '

“Hrpportunity as well as th
Hgants of or - agriculture

e duty of studyiog the most pressio

A H e has already pointed out repeat-
i##dly that the most urgent of these are as regards our yogfhs, t

good system of agrioultural instruction, and, as regards the |
gnore  matured geueration, the establishment of farmers’
plubs, the cirenlation and study of good agricultural papers,
Esnd lectures on divers subjects connmected with the farm
ggiven by enlightened practical men.
8 The writer believes that he has proved to demonstration in
the lllustrated Journal of 4 griculture and clsewhere: 1st. |
that our farms do not yield more than from one fourth to
ne-third of their former produce; Zod. that, novertheless,
the exhaustion of the soil is at present only superficial ; 3rd.

i

: OUR AGRICULTURAL SCHOOLS.

his personal responsibility the truth of what he has stated —
it is clearly the duty of all who are desivous of benefiting
" their conntry to devote themsclves without delay to the study
" of the great national problem : the improvement of our agni-
! culture, and of our system of farm-instruction.

Sir,—To July last, I visited the provincial schools of agri-
culture at St. Anve Lapocatidre, at L'Assomption, and at
Richmond. I also inspected the agricultura; establisraent of
the Trappist Fathers at Oka (Deux Montagnes), of the Ma-
rianite Fathers at Notre-Dame de Montfort (Wentworth,
Argenteuil) ; and, at Sorel, T inspected. with great satisfac.
tion, the system of cultivaticn pursued. with great success.
under the management of the editor of our English Journal
of Agriculture, Mr. Arthur R. Jenver Fust,

ST ANNE AND L'ASsOMPTION FRoM 1873 To [884.

Tu 1873, T examined minutely the schools of agricultare
at St. Anne's and at L’ Assomption. This year, I found that a
sensible improvement bad taken place in the cultivation of the
farm at L’ Assomption, though there is much still to be desired.
When this school was opened, the lard attaclied to it—a too
frequent case in the province—-xas covered with weeds, and



