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paying " quite 28 much as the Hampshire Down. Tho Smith-
field Club Show record of weights no doubt gives the latter
the prido of place as regards heavy earcases at an curly period,
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Plan of a working dairy.

but this is perhaps very much because of certain circumstances
before mentioned, and it by no means follows that the sheep
®hich would be the best rent payer in South Wilts or North
Hants would be equally so in'the Midlands, the Eastern

Countics, or in the North of England. Even ia Dorsoty the
adjoining county tb Wilts, the flooks generally kept are not
the legitimate Hampshire, but 2 oress between that and tho
South:i)own; popular opinion thoroughly enforcing the con-
clusion that an animal of less sonle is best adapted to tho
country. Then again, on the Sussox hills, a farmer would be
considered almost out of his senses to propagate a flock not
of the native breed, the management there beiog deveid of
those wealthy associations which are so rife near Salisbury,
and the South Down being so well adapted to bite close and
fare well on the shrt herbage of the chalk down.

The Shropshive has probﬁ)ly made more hoadway than any
other miodern English sheep, and no doubt deserves to be
termed rent-payiug quite as much as the Hampshire. More
handsome in form, and of cqual, if not superior, quality in
muttod. there is also more wool, and the ewes are considered
to be moro prolific. The Shrop also does better on wet pas-
tures than almost any other of its kind, and, somchow or other,
has become such a favourite that tho dominion of the
breed has been extended almost to the Land’s End, flocks have
been successfully propagated in Scotland and Ireland. Pro-
bably, if the votes of farmers throughout the kingdom were
taken to-morrow asto which is the best rent-paying sheep,
more would be cast into the urn for this one than any single
one, As, however, the excellent claims of several other brecds
cannot bo overlooked, the subject must be resumed in another
article. AN Orp SHEEP FARMER.

Breeding of Jerseys and Guernseys.

Mr. WiLLis P. Hazarp, author of the work recently
referred toin these columns in an article on the Guenon system,
writes to The Albany Cultivator as follows: —

The visitor to the Chanael Islands will most generally get
somo new ideas coucerning the breeding of the animals so
celebrated for their quality and beauty. He will expect, from
his previous kuowledge of them in this country, to sce many
superior specimens to those on American farms. This, he
would naturally suppose, would be the case from the incentives
that are offered to breed the best only. A readiness of sale,
and an estra price for the choicest aniwals, are certainly
arguments which affect the pocket, and wusually are the
strongest to be offcred. But a somewhat extended observation
of the herds in both Jersey and Guernsey, where every day of
two month’s time was spent in critical examination of them,
has led me to the belief that too little care is used in the
Chanoel Islands in breeding, as well as in Ameries ; in fact,
I believe that among thosc who are really breeders, much
more care is used in Awmerica than in the Channel Islands;
and the time may not be ro very far distant, as Mr. Richard
Goodman haslately stated, wher we may send to the Channel
Islands better stock for breeding from, and 2t higher prices
than have yet been realised there. X can recall no instance ic
cither Quernsey or Jersey where any product of one of their
animals has approached the recently announced yield of 23!
pounds, by Mr. Messchert’s cow Sultane 20d. And whea L
announced that asbeing declared to be the case, among a knot
of farmers. there were many queer looks of doubt and distrast,
and they all declared no yicld approaching that had been
known in the island. The most I can recall at this moment
were exceptional cases of 18 or 19 pounds, The brecder of
Sultane, Nr. Marett, is noted for breeding for quality more
than for besuty alone. He is known as one of the best and
most carcful breeders; his herd is not large, but it is one of
the best on the island, and he has refused £200 for Sultane’s
mother, and it was with pleasure that I told him of the yicld
of Sultane 2ad, which ho had sold to Mr. Messchert.

Of this same blood Mr. Havemeyer bought one last full



