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The Cataolie.

together with their peculiar doctrines,
+ wero immediately condewned, either by
the particular judgment of their bishop.
or by the voice of a general council.
Were thare those continued crips of dise
tress, which now sodearfully sound upon
our cars in every direction?  Wero the
puor, whom ouy Saviotur himsell calls
* blessed," roviled, despised, and trame
pled upou as they ase now? No, for the
gates of the wonasteries, convents, and
volleges, wero then duily thrown open to
the afitreted and the broken-hearted; then
those wondrous churches and cathedrals
were cracted—rels of noblest days—
whose very stones are dear unto us, for
they were raised by men whose names
ought to be held in veneration by us—
such as Willam of Wickham, Bishop
Wainfleet, Walter Skirlaw, John Aleock,
Richard Beauchamp, &c. Learning too,
wus promoled by holy monks, Like a St
Edmund, a veserable Bede, an Alcuin,
an Alexander of lales—* men,” says an
illustrious writer, **in whose writings we
find vast and original views; quustions
golved in their profoundest depihs, and
from which a light of philosophy and of
literary beauty shines out each instant's
Then the church formed a society, which
passed all that the heart of mun couly
wish for upon earth. Was it truth!
Where was 1t to be found, if not in that
churel which could sausfy the grnins of
a Racoon? Was it happiness?  Lhere
it was fuund by millions whe had vainly
sought for it in glory, in pleasures, in
friendship, 1 sohtude. Was it nobility or,
grandeur? Al who have been illusirions
1 the annals ot our ancient history were
Catholics.t
Now i Engand were such lefore she
fell away from the faith of her futhers,
assuredly shz would again become the
same if once more she became Caiholie.
She would even he more glorious than she
was in her ancient days, because as her
sway is now far more eatended than nt
wus before the Reformation ; us she pos.
sesses imporlant settlemnents in almost
every part of the world; as her very
nawe is held in reverence, her power,
therefore, is beyond all dispute, and her
resources siill aluost buundless.  If then
England were Caibiohe, these resources
would be stll more increased, and, cun
sequently, how wonderfully would bher
powertend to advance the hingdum of
Chirist throughout the remotest reguuns of
the carth. Thus it was that G.d gave
such powerand greatness to pagan Rome,
ia order that afterwards the Gospel might
be more cusily preached throughout the
world.  Who can guinsay but that Pro.
vidence may have acted in this munner
towards England, that onc day she, 100,
may be wonderfully instrumental in pro.
moting threughout the world his holv 1¢-

% Guizot. “ Cours d’Histore Abed,” vol.
1. p. 220,

t To be convinced what Enaiand was be-
for~ the Reformation, we need only consua
Dr. Lwgard’s “Anglo.Ssxon Church,” Tar.
ner’s “Lagland durng the ald'le Ages™
Wershuae's Prefuce ta the & Mowiat, Angh.
canure.”  Hurler, Dr. [lock, and Voight
the Lives of the respectise Ponuffs, wetten
by them, hiave clear y shiewn the benefiesal au.
fluence the<e illn-trious men theny exerersed

ligion? Agnin: no one can deny bu
that there is in this country, wich all it~
numprour and:canrradictory sools, @ beun
tiful roligious spirit, by which enormous
sums® nre yearly .oxpended in bwdding
chuwchies and chapels, and endeavouring
lo convert pagan . nutions, Now if this
spirit wero only directed into the propor
chaanel 3 if all the missionarivs were
worhing sogether i the same glonous
cruse which led, in formor dnys, so many
of vur countrymen into distant climes to
be mstrumonts i bnirging whole hing-
doms to the Cuathalic fuith 3 then whut
blessed fruits would be reaped by this na-
tion, now so harrassed and distracted both
at home and abroad! Yes! tedet the
same principle return again as 1 general
principle to our country ; let the mautle
af the Bomtaces and the Willibrods, with
their two-fold spirit of Catholic faith aad
Cathoiic Jove, be caught up by the nntion,
and 1t shalf divide the rivers and open tho
seas before its ministers, and make them
the inheritors of their grace, and render
this island once more——what it formerly
was—n gushing well-spring of Catholicity
and salvation to the nations ol the earth.*+
( Lo bs continuud,)

From the Catlolic Telegraph.
T CATIOLIC CIIURCH A
DIVINE WIETNESS.

When the student of Ecclesiastical history
fias perused the wondrous tesnmony with
which ns pages abound, he may confident-
Iy propuse the question to mankind, whe-
ther revelaton could have survived the
wreek of time and nations, had there been
no living witness, like the Catholic chuzch,
10 guard from profanation the deposite of
truth 7 We believe whatever our senses in
the ordmaryways vl sle propose for our ad-
uption : we assent {0 those farts which the
lisioian of a people  records to instruct
the world: whatever s related by those
with whom we hold duily intercourse and
whose word is unimpeached, finds ready
access to the mnd ¢ but the testumony of
the Catholic church has a strength and
cflicacy 0 vast, so cousitent snd luad,
that a dispassionate wind is overwheled
by sts mtegnity.  We judge of the power of
u goveriment by s capacity to rule; we
acknowledge 1ts adsptation to the pecubi-
arties of a people, when it preserves
through centuries their respectand secures
for all the enjoyment of every civie bles-
sing. A national  character undergoes
many viaissitudes through the long lapse of
ages. and the wisest code must yield 10 the
new currents into whicir the miad is set-
thing 1n force 5 but in the Catholic church
we have a consututon so  divinely
guarded, so conservauve and yit so free,
so able 10 resist and yet so gentle to tie
governed, that we contemplate with won-
der the perfection of s mstitates,  She is

not fashioned by men, but monyicld to ns
pressure amd are accommaodated o its di-

* "Thus, fo- the vear 1330, the folloving are
the damils of the massions j—

aver the whole of Europe.

1 Dr. Wiseman., Lect. vi.

vine Irgislation, It maiters not into what
uew phase the ever restless spire of luman-
ny may entor, she loses not her place
he spirirual firmament, nor the auractive
farco which bitls, preserves and regnlates
the harmeny of life.  ‘Thero may bo re.
volutions in opinion, nnd from its wiltul
excesses many calumities way ensue, b
reason, the Jittle star of life, grows darker
as 1 secedes from the church, and gladly
ceturns 0 the cettre on wingh it depends
for enjoyment and light.
This mysterious power of the church is sul
more strikingly exbibited, when we coum
the many nations and tongues vver which
her dominion hus exiended. Lvan in our
own coyntry we cannot form a constitu-
tion which will please the millions; nu haw
“can be enaced whose restiictions  will be
:cquull_v grateful to all 5 the spiric of pas
‘trwtism canno silence the complaints of
.lhusc who vield reluctaniiy; but jn the Cas
"tholic church th only difliculty we enconn-
“ter, is the endeavor to enumerate the va
'rieties of men, who age afer age have
1rcjoi::ud in its protection.  United as we
:urc in brotherhoud, we yet 1ush iuto war
with some other depariment of the human
Hamily 5 we tead the notes of traselless in
(other climes and smile at customs & man-
"nersso unlike our owa,we doubt the wisdom
fof their faws, we diszelish their Jiterature,
“we cannot adopt their ideas of beauty nor
the taste which wakes thir sociad circles
su estranged fiom the habits of our own':
no cfforts of man, no conceptions of hus
man prudence could give unanimity o the
wiches of our race, vet the Catholie church
h+th a sovereign avill wisich rules his
miginy mass,and her nam end her praise,
her sacnifice and blessings, her lofty hopes
and the sacraments by waich those hopes
may be realized, are known and cherished
Ly hearts with which we have scarcely
another thought in sympathy.  She has
spoken to them in languages long since
estinct, she is watching the variauons of|
living tongues and marking their decline,
without surrendering, a word which would
"ohscure her meaning, and her ciced is as
?pure,, as distinedy defined,as permanent
:the midst of revolution now, asit was when
Ythe freshness of heaven was breathing a-
‘round it whits, it fell like heaven's best
light, from the lips of the Savieur. Let
the vain usurper of ber office account for
us adaptation of the charch 1o coucilis
"ae rewson and reconcile with her immuta-,
ble ciaracter the changes of earth throughs
out afl its extension ! Let him account
for the mystery which sustains her a sleep-
less and ever living witness, invinctblo to
error aud aricsistible in the essertion of her
prerogative.
not tasied the bitternessof death ; she has
wiitten the «pitaphs of nations,but who wilt
hve to record the fulfilment of her desuny.
It God had nut estabbished such a wite
ness to guard bis word from the conceits
of men, the twrbulence of infidelity and
the iron tooth of Time, what relic of its

'

Wesleyan Missions £ 55,565 | primitive  worth  would have survived
Charch Migsionary 47328 through so many nges of war, of feudal
London Independent Mission 46.2¢ Fanger, of sectarian licentiousness, of royal
Socncl'llti):'l'::;li’m'm"auouollhoGos-n’lw persecutions, of reason crazy with pre
}pcl Pes 20,487 sumption and of all the cther evils wiich

7 Jwould bave suclied every city, devastated

£198,151 {very clime and committed 1o tho flames

the labors of the scholar!  Who of all

Sie ulone -of ali things has]

who ace now alive could tell us the divine
origin ol christinnity, and scparate Faith
feom error, if the woid frow on high had
been thrown unproteced dn the sea of
lifir, the sport of every wave, the scorn of
the voynger!  What conld be more ridis
culous than t ask of thy el of Eng-
land, or Calvinism, ur nany other sect of
modetn growth, to substantiate the claims
of Christinay aund the integrity of its doc-
sines through those ages wiich preceded
thetr introduction into life T Blot out the
Catholiv churels and where §s the withess
tor revelation 2 Desiroy hior agency in
the preservation of the scriptures and 1o
whom could we look for an suthentic eopy
of the Bible?

it may be said that God would bave des

vised some other means to guard the ho~
vor and purity of his word, had the Ca-
tholic church never gathered the yations
into her fold. True, the Divino mind
15 not at a loss for expedinats tp meet
every emergency, but Ie Jas not estabe
lished any other medium of commuoica-
tion with heaven, and therefore, must we
have recottrse to her, 1o dissolve our doubts
and fmpart ccnvictian to aur souls, She
bas accomplished her mysterious destiny
heretofore, sho fulflils it now she wilt be
(nithful to the mighty und glorious work of
faith until the end of time.  Protestants,
do not'hesitate to wke the bible from her
altur, but they discard ber wsiimony to its
integrity?  As well may they acknowlodge
the statute book of our commoanweltls, but
despise tho construcyion of the Judge, and
he only coustitutionul tribunals establish-
forits just interpretatior. “If we had not
a witness like the chuich sanctioned by
heaven, living through all times, with all
the aveuues lo revelation open to her min.
istry, in whose sacred hands the book of
God ‘had been entrusted and preserved
through all the revalutions of Snipires, the
change of langaages and the wanderings
of 1eason, if we had not such a witness to
hear testitmuny to the fact she had receiv-
ed the scriptures and truths of the gos.
pel, and that she guarded the celestial
trust witlhout addition, or alteration of the
text; we would laugh at the man who
would sk us 1o believe in the doctrines of
christianty.  For-allowing that they wero
originally true, who is to satisfly us that
they have not been corrupted 2 Blot oug
the Cathalie church now, and let the con-
fused sects of Protestantism be entrusted
with their perservation, and no <hristain
could be found in a century from ihis,
who could prove by a satisfuctory argu-
meni that the scriptures were entire, ge~
uuine and true,such sis.they had been writ-
ten in the patriarchal and apostolic times,
The Bible in their-keeping swould become
as perplexing to men as the colour of the
Camclion was 10 the wavellors,

“He thatdoes not hear.the churck, says
Chuist, let him be to thee as the Heathen
und the Poblican” We Catholics will
hiear no other church but the one 10 which
the Saviour alluded. We wiil hear no
other church but that whose ministers were
gathered in prayer on the day of Penti-
coat,y sheavho at Antioch was ealled Shrise
tian, whose peoplo were so fervent .in
Rome, that the Apoestle Panl determines.

to visit them becausc their ¢ faithavas spo-



