
172 The ilfethodist Ma*qazie.

tlieiselves stufticientt," wcre arraigning thie 011tyanis whethier
of creed or govcrnmiient.

Aiionig these youuig reforniers llugli Piersonl was a leacling
spirit. Vcry hicsitatingly at first liad lie given in bis allegiance;
for bis was a nature to kindie slowly, to reason and debate in the
commencemnit of ýan enterprise, but, being emibarked, to fling
into it the whole passion and interest of life.

The tea.chings of his clubs in Oxford were strengtllefle( by oc-
casional visits to bis mother's friends iii Manchester. Here the
young mian's sympathies hiad come in contact wvitli the pale-faced.
operatives whose lives ha,,.d dwindled down to ani inplenient
wvherewvith to do days' work and earn wagcs. H1e feit for them a
pity so g(reat that it overcamie at a bound the Saxon sluggishness
of bis cha-r,-.cter, and made bitter difféerences betwecn biis une
and himiself.

That Hugli Iinally Ieft college without a single &"honour " did
not rnuchi trouble his father. 11e had that kind of conitempt for
books whichi men w'ho gauge evcry thing by land arc apt to feel.
The Piersons hiad gone loi, six generations to Oxford, none of
them hiad ever taken honours, hie had flot donc so himself-hie did
flot consider it desirable his sons should make any innovation.
But the letters lie received fromi Hughi's uncie seriously alarnied
hin. A Radical, a Reformer, a meddler in othier people's niatters
aniong the Piersons, 'vas a case in whichi lie Lîad no precedient to
guide hii.

Hie tooký coun;el with the old clergymian w~ho for nearly forty
yeai-s had twice a week draiik a, bottie of port. and plaved a gaine
of loo wvitlî him. But such counsel wvas only the blind leading
the bflnd. They callcd up thieir life-iong prejudices, drank a
buinper to their mnemory, and separated more biind a.nd stupid
tlîan ever. By the iinxt morning the squire hiad convinced him-
self tha.t it was just sinîply impossible for a Pierson to bc any-
thing more or less than the average race liad been. ",The boy's
uncle was a manufacturer, quite unaccustomed to the hiabits and
traditions of the Landed gentry, and lie hiad iniade a mistake-
that wvas ail."

11e rode down after br'eakfaist to the rector-v and comn'unicated
this opinion to bis friend. The two old nien inade merry over
their fears of the previous nighit, and accepted with tlîe sublime
faith of conceited ignorance this solution. Stili both. thought
Hugli oughit to corne home, and so a letter, kind and peremiptory
anxid withial just a littie formai (the parental style of that day),
wvas dispatched at once to Manchester, where hie then ivas. The
young mnan answered, it willingly; his owvn land and people
seemed,to hiimn the very best to try and imiprove; for lie wvas miot
na.turally quixotic, and had no ambition to carry the world on
his soldiers.

For some time after lis return ail things went favourably.
Such suggestions as8 lugh nmade in regard to the disposai of the
wooi of their immense Rlocks, or the inîprovement of the hm-
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