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A.lady worker in Travanoore writes thun a uIodila
,W~mé of thé mlseriea brdught about ini that district by
the iffidu custtu reparding mnarriage :-"À great deii
bas beau ald and wntten -wiaely too--about the mu*ar.
ies of Hindu wldowa - but here, in Travancore, wé have,
undar the sanction ai religion, a far worse evil. It vili
hardly ba credited by my Englisb rendors that thé mon-
strons systein of allying Nayar girls ta Brahmans la not
onty allowed but defonded by. mothera and other roia-
tionsafor the sake of gain, and als the gond fortuné likely
ta happn ta a girl by réssn of ber coîneotion with une

V1ho laekod on as being acaxcely inferior ta a deity.
This alliance ocuasooally fls fur year but in)tlé me-
jorlty cofsée. a few monthe or weéeks auffice ta mire thédecérver iveary of bMa tcy whlcb fa then thrnwn side and
forgotten. To the poor viotini there then s i n l
ternative but a lie verse than widow-hoad.$lyr1ner
iagé lUés at thé root of thia ovil. 'Brahmoane ofHoér

bcbng fréquently givéni brides of six or savon andbe.eýng
opbllgad ta watt, perbapa, éight or ton yeArs tilt tbsy are
growa UP, la thé meantime solacé themosêlvés wtth thé
àocléty of Sudra women. tu tia vay I loge acmé cf the
swèeteab and béat cf iy scholas wheo, bowever lotb ta
go mx compelléd ta, shape théir lives according ta thé
mil ofLtbeir mothérs and.nolé. or ëthér male gaues.
Injury in dune nat only te thé Nayer girl but ais ta thé
poortlittls lavIul Brahman vifé, who, too cftén wbence
cames of age, fiuds lier huaband devoted in boaut ta a
brida of anothér caste, botter -educated and moré cnom-
ianionable than hersai!."I Wall -may thé writer add :
Agréai c: of wrong andi déserted womén gons upfrom

Travanonr.' Travancare le flot b y any méans thé culy
part of India in wblcli tii extrâordinary custom prévatis.

èhre are certain classes cf Brahmane wbo makre a ve1rprosperoue living b ygoing round thé ooun.try, and,fo
a onaata onsidération, marrying for a brief while
the girls cf parente Wha are ouly toc ready ta pay for thé
honor of suit sscr-ed (t> associatin. Thé vilenésa cf thé
business la appalling.

WOiK .txoboNoueo amIRe

Misa Alexan der, cf EUlore, sonda sunien intereaîiog dé-talla of lier work ini connection wiih the C. M. S., &cal
tiudor bier caue ta thé«organ cf thai Society. After ré-
ferring ta thé ézaminationa field in thé scbool, cha saya,
"ýBut mère examinationa cari only test boad lmnowledge,
ansd do not show ai ail wbat influencé thtane lésuons havé
liadl on.their hearta sud lives. Thatifaahown at tinrescf
unréstrained iutercoursé wlth thé ohidren whon tbey
visit us et our bouse, or wbén tbéy camp together in thé
:playgWund. We weré talking toetber, thé other day,
about warking for Jesux-that a, owéver sorail, culd
*do sopietbing for Hlm.

One brlgbt litte girl of twélve year of &ge locked up
and sald: . lWhou 1 vas quite a luttle girl niy mother
lait me &al atne in thé hous, and, bèing attractedl ly thé

'rx, Icrawled taward il,- ond. my clotb was soou aliglit.
1 .a tac youag ta renithber -auythlng about it, but my
matlrer otten tells the etori bow thé nétghbors, ber-
lng my- acreama, -ruhad .fn-ansd extingushe thé
fiamés. 'Thé .vbolé cf my arr wus dreadf ully hun and

tthey lsa me on thé baid iùsenatble. I-reoined in this
etate for'somé heurs and mi frienda sud *relations gath-
ored round uiy bod. md OlUed the room with Idud woep.

ing and. aièntaton, and my mother"vould not hé corn-
fortèd, for aho thought ber child would neyer' more open
liar e yèor ca oei ba othèr.' Howvvr, I recoveréd;
and tls" shé said, showing a lingé white scar wbichcov-

èethéh bla lueh cf bier ari, ..1à tho resait of thé
acci'denut (And" sh. continued, l'I mmes tbiukiag jusé
now, wheA yen voe saying that we could ail worir for
Jeas in our email vay by ielling cf Ris love, that Hé
muât have made me well agélu so that I might be Ria lit-
tUn mensonger and serve Hlm." Thé nèxi day she camé
up ta me and put A irhaui <equal ta about a farthiog) iuto

my]band, andl saidahé wauted ta buy a Firat Cstecbusm.
"Wvd'oyon vaut aFirsi Catecblsrn?"Iakèd. "Oh,"

as said IlI vant ta begin aud teach my mothér. Lûbt
nigbt I taldi ber aIl about Jeans, boy Hé loves us and
diéd for us tIrai ve mighi bave aur élus wazhefi away in

ui ein blood, andi that when we die, mme mightg
tarieavn vbèhre théré ba nc ùore aorrow, pain, r dath;
sud I told ber'that 1 hoped ta go ta that hright land and
I wanted lier ta go there too. Thon 1 san Thore fa
happy lend,' and, 'Hèare we suifer grief and pain ;' and
when 1 had finisbèd, she said, ' Tell me some more, child,
telt me somé more ;' aund sa I ihougbt thé béat way would
hé ta buy a Fixat Cateebiani vith thés khani v 'ob muy
onelé gave me thé other day, aud teachliber a littie bit
day liy dayý"

I have huard front other sources thai. thia child gués

mormng, idday, and eveniug ta a quiet corner in thé
bouse,'3 laikna dowu sud prays ta bier Heavéuly
Fathèr. Anothér girl ham a very good influencé in th%Ž
achool; &ho fa a regular little moiher ta thé amallér ones,'--
and isi always ready tu halp and conf6rt thèni wlien they

_are in troublé. 8hé bas openly déclarèd ber wiah tu hé-
comé a Chrisian but thé lav of thé landi vill not aflow
hér ta .join us 'til] sa fa eigliteèn. Meanwhilé she la
dofag aIl non ar ta bing ber inother and sistér ta Christ.
She Uia a'Bible cf ber own, and reada ta thora daily.
Rer gréai friand lia also openly expreséd. bier 'wial ta
become a Christian, aud hbau takèn awsy from achool
on thés accont. Hèr mother vhippéd ber soundly hnd
told lier that if ah. dared ta go near thé school again sho
mould bé whipped all aloug thé street hacir ta lier bouse.
Pour gil l it ia a- grêvious trial ta hé?, for she takes gréat
dé«liht in ber lésnons. She fa wondorfui alever for laé
agé, afld thougbcnly sbort'timé in achool, vas far lu
front cf bier l ..llo s hé .a.àé thé oirat prize for
8cxlpture and wbèn aaked vbat she wonld like, shé atd
IlGîvé me a Bibte, for 1 ehould like that thée beet of ai
thinga in thé woend t " When shé firat canén ta sobool,
shé uséd ta mock at thé othèr girls saying that ail that
Dharesoni told thoma wua false, and. thé Bible wus uotb-
ing but a pack af lies. But gradnally a great changé
came aven lier, and nov thé bock &she once deapisefi
bas hecomé the mant prenions thing iu thé verld ta
bier, and shé fa wllling ta teave ber bonms and ail
afin lovés "fer Bis dean ace." - Sanie timé ago thé

festival took placé wheu ail Hindus 'worahip thé touts
uaèd in théir respective baudieat-the carpeuter bows
dovu to hés av, the tailor ta bis neédié, thé achool girl
ta ber hoks. Thé tbree above-mentioned girls and an-
othar girl, in thé saine claue, ou this occasion lait their
bocks nt achool, and vhenaaked wht tbey voe nat wor- 4ý'
sblppingthem,sald they bad léftthenithere on purpose,
for ttera taenly one God, and Hé- atone is vorthy of
worahip."

Sncb instances show us that tihe missien acheols are
deung a gret verk in Indis in training np oildren, a
genexatton tu serve thé Lord. Thé lady workér bninga
herself, nto contact vith ber girls in mauy mmêya out cf


