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A OUIIOUS QUESTION.

It is generally supposed that, ac-
cordling to the Constitution of the
Grand Chapter of Canada, any bro-
ther suspended or expelled for unma-
sonic conduct by bis lodge or Grand
Lodge, stands ipso facto suspeuded or
expelled, as the case xnay be, from
Gapitular Masonry during sucli term
of suspension or expulsion, by his
lodge or Grand Lodge. Now, as a
inatter of fact, sucli is not the case.
The Constitution of the Grand Cbap-
ter of Canada, page 16, clause XVI.,
reads as follows:-

"Wben the Grand Lodge or any
other competent Masoici authority
shail, for any unniasonie conduet,
suspend or expel any brother, who is
a Rfoyal Arcb Mason, sucli companion
shail be suspended or expelled froni
bis Arcli Masonic functions for the
period, whilst such craft suspenbion
or expulsion remains in force."

This clause clearly leavs the gate
open. In order to suspenid or expel a
companion, 'who, bas been suspended
or expelled in Symbolic Masonry,
kfom bis Arcli Masonic functions, it is.
evidently necessary that bis Chapter
shail «take some action upon the sanie,
for the clause distinctly states ho
<'shall be suspended or expelled," not
Ithat, ipso facto, "he jQ' suspended or
expelled. The di, iction is very
plain, and aithougli we presunie the
franiers of the clause ineant that sus-
pension or expulsion in the lodge
ihould mean and actusily be suspen-
Éion or expulsion in the Chapter, jet

it does not so read; in fact, just the
reverse, and to prove thiat sucli is the
case, we believe a companion some
years ago, who hadl been suspended
and expelled fioui bis lbdge and Grand
Lodge, and subsequently from bis
Chapter and Grand Chapter, was re-
stored by vote of the Grand Chapter
of Canada to Ilbis Arch Masonic
functions," althoughi an expelled Ma-
son by the Grand Lodge of Canadla.

Again, in proof of our tbeory that
expulsion froni Symbolie Masomry
does not, ipso facto, mean expulsion
froni Capitular, we refer to clause
XV. on foot of page 15, Bk. Con. G.

4.Cb. Canada; it says:-
"lun Grand Chapter alone resides

the power of c expelling coni-
panions from this Order of Freema.

sny clearly indiicating that charges

must ho brougbt and action taken in
Obapter and Grand Chapter, before
sucb bodies can recognize any sus-
pension or expulsion by synibolie
bodies. In other words, we hold
that, according to the Constitution of
the Grand Chapter of Canada, sus-
pension or expulsion in a Blue Lodge
or Grand Lodge bas no effeet so far
as a conipanion'1s Royal Arcli stand-
ing is concerned, unless action is taken
upon the sauge by tbe Chapter andl
Grand Chapter.

Again, ini clause LXXXVI, page
82, we find, "No conipaniion shall be
suspended or excluded under any cir-
cunistances, until lie shall have due
notice of the cbarge or coniplaint pre-
ferred, against him and of the tine
appointedl for its consideration, so
that hie xnay ho present anxd be aifford-
ed every opportunity of defending
hiniself, before a decision is renderedl
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