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Iliged to your correspondent for having assisted England, nov lie desolate, not by tie course of na-
n drawing public attention to this matter, than turc, but because there are no pmopulou citi s in their
.Vyhich none can bo of greater imnpoitai.e gene- ,icinage to rendu their cultidion pfuiltaible.-Ibid.

4ally, but especially to the inhabitants of the
colder parts of Noithl America. GOAL AND CIVILIZATION.

j Thanking you for the use of your columns, and
comîpmentIg you,-which I may fCirly do, Goal vas undoubtedly known to Taicoprastus and
Lupon the groat inprovement in the Canadian Pliny, and fromn a very eariy periodl amiîongst hie

A c r .intons. Nevertheless, for long after it was but
I remain yours, mnuch obliged, little valued or appreciated, turf and uood being the

Il. RUTTAN. "conn1o articles of consum1tion throughou t the
1 country. About hie inîddle of hie ninth cenîtury, aCoBouRo, January 28, 1852. grant of' land was made by the Abbey of Peterboro',

under the restriction of certain payments in kind to
hie msonastery, amnong whichî are specilied sixty carts

ORICIN OF SPONGE AND FLINT. of wood, and au showing their coin arative worth,
only twelve carts of pit coal. Towads thie end of

Professor Rymer Jones commenced a course of the thirteenth century, Newcatie i sait to have
lectures bef'.re the memibers of the Literary and 'hi- traded in the article, and b: a charter of lleury 111,
losophical Society, at the Music Hall. The lecturer of date 1281, a licenlc is granted tu the burgesses to
said, his objuct was to eluicidate the contents of the dig for the mineral. About this puijil, cuals, for
muscumn-tu give somte notion of the power, tl the lirst tim, began to bu impr.rtd int Lnudun, but
uight, the majesty of lte Creator. It was of nu cun- wera imade use of only by snmitlh., bren ers, dyers, and
iequence n liere tley began the great stud%. To- other artizans, when, in conouence uf hie snoko
night their lecture led them to the bottom of the being regarded aIs v, ry injuriuus tu tle public hcalth,
ocean. liere they found the vast nanufactory of parliament petitioned the hing, ildwaîd 1. to prolhibit
nature-a mnachinery to creale new wurlds as our the burning of coal, on the gv u.nd (f being an intol-
own earih was constructed. The progress W a.s quiet, erable nuisance. A proclamation m as gcanted, con-
gentle, persevering. IIe tuok first the sponge. When formable to the pray ur of Ile petition i and the mos;
alive it vas covered with a filin of oil-a subltance cvere iiquisiturial inesure. vere uaduptd tu restrici
like the white of eggs. The sponge itself was horny, or altogethir abo the ume of the cuinbuztible, by
elastic, resilient. It was building, remoudelling ithe fin, imprbnmnent, anid detruetiun of the furnaces
world, the film of jelly deriving fromt the water the anid w'orkshops! 'ÈThy were again brouglt into
substanîces of ils structure. Whether it was animal commton use in the time of Charles t. and have con-
or vegetable it was diflicult to decide. The flint was tinued to increase steadily w itC the ext n'ion of the
once a sponge. Examined by the microscope in tlhin arts and manfactues, and tie adv.aneing tide of
lamime, it was found to contain the fibres of the population, tilt now, in tie ietrolpolizi and suburbs,.
sponge, and countless millions of the shells of ani- cials are annually consumcd t. the amount of about
mialcube, w mhich were drawn into tle sponge wlile thrce millions of tons. The use of coal in -Scotland
living, and lodged there wlien dcad. The tint ma.,: seenms tu be counected Nvitlh the rie of tlhe muiastories,
found in the chalk only, and the tall clhalk cliltfs were inîstitutiotns whic:wer adi. h.d' suitt d tu the times
fomed in the button of the sea, They contained the conservators of learnIi.n, î ,I al piineers of art and
layer after layer of flints, laid as regularly as Ilie inlustry all uver Europe, and in w hose most rigorous
bricks in a wall, indicating the series that hîad beeil exactions evidences can alwa , bu tra cel of a judici-
gradually superposed. Paley said that if a man ous and enlightened concern for the generad improve-
found a stoneq on the ground, for aught be kuew it ment of the country. Under thle regimiîe (f monastic
imight have lain there for ever. But lie knew not a rie at Dunfermline, coals were w'orkedl in the year
Stone, except the brick made by mati, or fthe volcanie 121--at J)vsart, aid tither places alonig tle coast,
etone, in w hici all traces of organization were extir- about, half U cenituiry lter-nd, gtteral, in the
pated, that did not spcak trumpet-tonîgued of its fourteenth and fifteentl centures, tlie inihiabitants
origin. The chalk cuntained tens of tiousands of nere assessuI in coils tu charches and chapels,
indicatious of beings that had perislied. When after the Lhformiation, ha c still <Ilntinued to
clhalk was forned, the water was no Ikas he..' vy thanmîi be. paid in many pariJhes. udîîus retmd kts tliat in
nlow; the vaves roared as now, and the existing his lime, the inhabitants of Fife aid lhe Lothians dug
things at the botton of lhe sea were ground to powdcr4 a black stone "l whichu, when Lindled, gave out a
by the pounding waves, and these hcaped up layer heat suflicient to melt iron. llow long m il the coal-
upon layer formed the strata of chalk. The sponges mines of the British Iles l..A.t i tI i.rient, or even
overwhelmed in these layers becane flints. * But the at increased expienditure of fuel?" bu great has
sponge, before it died, spouted out the gemis of new been the discrejaimncy, and .u ile unidutood the
sponges. The lecturer went gn to speak of the con- data on wiciih to form a cai alationt, tliat the autho-
struction of marble racks, of curals, of limiestonie rities variously estinmate froîm two hundred to two
rocks, ke. This filin of jelly had formed islands hi thouaid years. For liiie onstumptlioin Ihe present
the sea, made land where all wras 'ater, and rescucd rate is about thirty-twu wiilliois of totis annually.
solid ground from the ocean. Amti this was the work The export is about six millionS: aid et such is the
of globules of jelly alinost invisible to the human enormous mass of this cumIbuýt'lc encîlosed in one
cye. In conclusion, the lecturer referred to te vol- field alone, that n1o bouin.d.îr. ian be fxce, even the
canie ngency by which the strata fornie:l in the most reniote, for its Txaestion. te ioal trade of
course of ages in the bed of the occau have been up- Great Britain is nearly in prpoî,ttion of thtree to two
heaved so as to form our tall cliffs and chains of of that of all the other nations of the world; while in

ountains.--Sheffield Indepcndent. superficial area her coal mcasures are to those of the
United States only as 11,859 equare miles to 133,132
square miles. Wliat a vision of the future is Iereby

LAND AND LABouRz.-It is the grossest fallacy to disclosed 1 If rightly cniployed, if the arts and pro-
suppose, that ile land-owner can be prosperous, while gressive developuient, of suciety at aill keep pace with
manufactures decline. Lands, as fertile as those of the aleans provided, the human race in the New


