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obsorvation, and the question-When
shall the education of the child coin-
muence!-renains unsettled, in the minds
of nany earnest mnquirers.

[t is generally adiitted, that the earl i-
est impressions are the nost endurng
-this being so, then it would seei to
be a fitir deduction-that as soon as hie
child !s susceptible of comprehending
impressions made upon the mind by
w'ords and hy observation, should his
Systemn.tie training and education be
bsegun. The capaeity of children like
that of adults, differs, and so of necessity
will the most suitable time to begin edu-
cating, be earlier or later according to
the ability to understand and know.

The arts of reading and spelling are
not generailly easily aeqjuired. Yet there
are examples where boys and girls read
and spell well at the age of four and five
years ; it lias been remnark-ed by a teacher
of great observation, that ifa child who
has attained the age of six years, cannot
read easy lessons fluently,the difficulty of
dong so increases witi increasing years.
It is very disieartenng to a child who
bas attaned the age of seven or eighît,
to be still unable to read easy lessons
with fluency. le feels keenly the odiun
that seens quictly to distil upon him
who is denomnated a bad reader-it is
w-orse than being a bad speller. Early
iniriority when one is fully conscious
of it, is almnost sure to prevent future
prorIess, because it begets latred for
books and literary society.

Education thon, as w-e have often urg-
cd, siould be commenced in the home
circle, and the mother should bu the first
teacher-for education of sone sort is
sure to he given and received by the
child while at home, wvhsether it bu sys-
teuatie or acciden tai-such as surround-
ing circmniistances are calculated lo im-
Part. Eiery child should ho taught tu
read the letters of the alphabet at home.
Tms should not be req îired of a publie
ter.her except under the imost extraor-
dinary circumssstances. No one is so well
adapied to do this as the mother, in our
Iavored country-and not only should
she teach the child its letters. but she
should also tcach it how to put thea
together so as to forim words, and after-
wards to put the words together se as
to forma sentences, which constitute the
fi rst stops in learning the art of reading.
An uld English teacher remarked many

years since, that ho alvays fbund those
boys to be the best zeaders that had been
taugit by their inothers. Further. hie
remnarked that boys thus instructed sei-
dom had vulgar tones, but generally
have read with unusual case and ole-
gance. This teacher says:

'' L -t then, the child he .taughit to
read as soon as the infant fitculties bogin
to exhibit symptons of improvable ex-
pansion ; his attention active in the es-
trefthe, must fix on a variety of objects,
thougi by no nmcans the only one. Let
no long confinement, and no severity of
reprimsand or correction attend the les-
son. A litt]e will be Jearned at the ear-
liest age, and with the-easiest discipline.
That little will infllibly lead to further
improvement and the boy willsoon, ard
with little pains to himself, or otiers,
learn to read ; an acquisition considored
in its difficulty and in its consequences,
truly great.

lie, on the other hand, who isretard-
ed by the theoretical wYisdom of his
friends, till lie is seven or eight years
of age, bas this burdensone task to be-
gin, when habits of idleness have been
erntracted, and when ho ouglit to be
laying the foundation of classical know-
ledge.

Rural New Yorker.
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THE CLASSIFICATION, RECITA-
TÎONS, AND (GOVERNMENT

OF SCIIOOLS.

TuE first object of the teacher, on
commnencing a scliool terin, should i e
to classify the pupils. The usual time
for sehlooi instruction is about six hsours
daily, Ilence, generally, not more than
thr:e hundrcd minutes can he speint in ne-
tual instruction, after deductiag timo
for recess, changes of classes, &c. Now,
if a sehool contains thirty pupils (which
is a less number than most schîools aver-
age). it leaves about ten minutes of in -
strution for each pupil, if not classified.

By arranging these thirty pupilt3 in'o
ten classes, each class miglit re iive thir-
ty minutes ; and as many of the pupils
would be in four or five classes, as spell-
ing, reading, geography, arithmetic, and
granmmar, they would receive frot two
to two anda half hours' mstruition eacli
day. Here, thon, is a great gain of time
to the scholars froin classification. Be-


