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observation, and the question—\When
shall the education of the child com-
wmenece’—remaing unsettled, in the minds
of many earnest inquirers.

[t 15 generally admitted, that the earli-
est impressions are the most enduring
—this being 8o, then it would seem to
be a fair deduction—that a3 svon as the
child 13 susceptible of comprehending
impressions made upon the mind by
words and by observation, should his
systematie fraining und education be
hegun.  The eapacity of childven like
that of adults, differs, and so of necessity
will the most suitable time to begin edu-
cating, be earlier or later according to
the ability to understand and know.

The arts of reading and spelling are

_notgenerally easily acyuired.  Yet there
are examples where boys and girls read
and spell well at the age of four and five
years ; it has been remarked by a teacher
of great observation, that ifa child who
has attained the age of six years, cannot
read easy lessons fluently, the difficulty of
do1ing so increases with increasing years.
1t is very disheartening to a child who
has attained the age of seven or eight,
to be still unable to read eagy lessons
with fluency. He feels keenly the odinm
that seems quictly to distil upon him
who is denominated a bad reader—is is
worse than being a bad speller. Barly
inferiority when one is fully conscious
of it, is ahmost sure to prevent future
progress, hecause it hegets hatred for
books and literary society.

Education then, as we have often urg-
ed, should be commenced in the howe
circle, and the mother should be the fixst
teacher—for education of svme sort is
sute to be given and recerved by the
child while at home, whether it be sys-
tematic ur aceidental—such assurround-
ing cirenmstanees are caleulated 10 im-
part.  Every chuld should be taught to
read the letters of thoaiphabet at home.
Tins should not be req sired of a public
tewcher except under the most extraor-
dinary circumstances.  Noone isso well
adapted w do this as the mother, m our
favored country—and not only should
she teach the child its letters. but she
should also teach it how to put them
together so as to form words, and after-
wards to put the words together 8o as
to furin senteoces, which constitute the
firststepsin learning the art of reading.
An old English teacher remarked many

years since. that he always found those
boys to be the best 1eaders that had been
taught by their mothers. Further, he
remarked that hoys thus instructed sel-
dom had vulgar “tones, but generally
have read with unusual ease and ele-
gance. This teacher suys :

¢« L't then, the child be .taught to
read as soon as the infant facultics begin
to exhibit symptomns of improvable ex-
pansion ; his attention active in the ex-
trefhe, must fix on a variety of objeéts,
though by no means the only one. Let
ne long confinement, and no severity of
reprimand or correction attend the les-
son. A little will be learned at the ear-
liest age, and with theeasiest diseipline.
That little will infallibly lead to further
improvement and the boy will soon, ard
with little pains to himself, or others,
learn to read ; an acquisition considered
in its difficulty and in its consequenees,
truly great.

He, on the other hand, who isretard-
ed by the theoretical wisdom of his
friends, till he is seven or eight years
of age, has this burdensome task to be-
gin, when babits of idlencss have been
eontracted, and «wwhen he ought to be
laying the foundation of classical know-
ledge.
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THE CLASSIFICATION, RECITA-
TIONS, AND GOVERNMENT
OF SCII00LS.

Tue first object of the teacher, on
commencing a school term, should le
to clussify the pupils. The usual time
fof schioui instruction is about six hoars
daily, Ilence, generally, not more than
three hundred minutes can be spentin ac-
tual instraction, after deductiag time
fur recess, changes of classes, &e¢.  Now,
1f a school containg thirty pupils (which
is a less number than most schools aver-
age), it leaves about 2en minutes of in-
strution for each pupil, if not classified.

By arranging these thirty pupils in‘o
ten classes, each class might rec »ive thir-
ty minutes ; and as many of the pupils
would be mn four or five classes, as spell-
ing, reading, geography, arithmetic, and
arammar, they would receive from two
to two and a half hours’ instruition each
day. Hoere, then, isa great gain of fime
to the scholars from classifieation. Be-




