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on the fourth da3 He did not profess that he liad seen the Great Spirit, but
only the foui bengs who wveie commissioned by the Great Spuiît to deliver His
message These were young men, dressed mi the height of Indian fashion, and
carrymng bows and arrows Here ne have a compromise and a correspondence,
the foi mer as to the nuimîber, and the latter as to the office, for Christian teaching
alway s intr(luces a medium of communmcation between the Creator and His
people Ai a matret of course, the four persons were Indians, and behaved in
Inidian imanner, for otheiwise the appeal to Indian mnds would have lost mucli
of its effect Still Ska-ne-o-dN-o peiceived cleaily enougli that his people
equired a new gospel-one that would correspond in a measure to the altered

cii( umstanices in huich they found themnselves, and that would, to some extent,place then on a lee with white men Hirmself, no doubt, unawaie that a belief
ini the reat Spirit as one of conpaîativel recent acquirement, lie urged the
peol)le to offei p:myers to Niyolh, tle Creator, but lie adds a touch of Indian
anthiopoimorphisiii w lien lie teaches that all sucli addresses must be made before
noon, on the giound that as the Gîeat Spirit goes to sleep in the afternoon, he
cannot thei lheai ani thmg said to Hun These pîayers weme nearly an adjunet
to the old-tiune dances, whiclh were to be maintained, for the angels said to
Ska-nie-o-d- -o, " You miust %s oiship Nmn oh, the Great Spirit, by dancing the turtle-
dance at the newî moon when the strawbeiry ripens At the new moon of the
gîeen corn ou shall gn e a thanksgiving-damce In the midinter at the new
moon ou shall gni e anothei thanksgiving-dance You shall have a thanksgiving-
lance at the new noon at the unie of nakîng sugax You shall dance at the new

moon of planting-timne, and pray foi a good hariest You shall dance at the new
moon of the har-%est-time, and gin e thanks for what the Great Spirit has given
you" Among primitive peoples dancing is itself, as a distinguished writer has
said, "praying with the feet" Oral prayer was therefore, largely, the result of
European influetice, somethmng with which the Indian had become to some extent
acquainted, and soiething that was of comparatively easy assimilation

Even the matter of the pray ers, however, is in the nature of a compromise
for the addresses to the Great Spirit are rather in the form of requests that He
will command other entities to do their duty, the performance of which, but for
His orders, might be done either reluctantly or not at all Take, for example,
bearnmg in mind, ineanwhile, the animism which pervades the Indian mmd, the
following petitions in the prayer which is used at the Burning of the White
Dog in connection with the New Year festival -

"We ask that the sun will continue to shine on '.3 and make all things grow
"We ask that the moou may always give us hight by nmght

We ask that the cloud may never céase to give us ramin and snow
"We ask that the wmids may always blow
"We ask that the trees and plants may always grow.
"We ask that Thou wouldst send all sorts of animals for food and clothmng,

and make the birds mncrease in number"

a 2


