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THE FIRST OF OCTOBER

Some Pertinent Remarks on a Non-existent 
English Festival

a best pair of b^rdE'/omffew yearn fgo iThSSkI pTkle inTim" T'' ^ forg7e" tigues, its difficulties and its dangers rendering 

stantiveh,WOrkman T thlS dePartment.was con- the productio/of the best mt^whiehB^«"f 1Î mtere*t,n& above all other diversions.” Note

Any glamor which at one time may have tomers wiîh "«on^quaTy7 bàrrd?^ tot CUSt°mers are indu«d to ôrder. The^thel diïficZÏÏ ÏÏigers^’ThcInlh Uncertaifntfies’ been attaching to the First of October is now price for the best was £5 ,2 and bearing f"3 after the first blessings have hunting ” How «îd^î the S8"*™*- p

EEEEEEEEE '

tWifis r,^L"°s
were then told that the'pheasant shooting sea- wide gap between best and second best barreU present writer has, for instance, devoted as teristics of all our great haîibiià/sborts?0

had commenced, and that parties of sports- might be bridged if workmen accustomed to nJ.aily. as s,x rSCfhd hours-to the regulation and else should mountaineers asceifiFthe A Ins or 
marte WhSi? ly’ a”d ?Mkt,|0®d baSs wcrc thc formcr C()uld devote a portion of their time adJustment of the triggers of a gun which was .Himalayas? ’ButletmsW fuWher' Ah^hère^ 
made ,Why the papers should think it.neces- to making something a grade cheaper. The f“.pposed to have been specially overhauled in we have it. ‘.‘Eagerness nnd’inmctiin.ii l f 
sary to_ tell us that the pheasant season has task proved an impossible one, until one day th‘s y*OLpafticular^bjfran. exceptionally com- • ■ . essential parts Of this* dtvefsrbn^^CTnp' " 

even;t° me a mystery, or why we it was discovered that a certain firm of barrel petef S**sthhhs, ^Improved effectTesult- hold hard,V or reproof* UnnecSrT' 
should be expected to.be interested «-the fact tube makers were able to supply the raw ma !:ng from the six .h^*of Mtietit labor was woulcLehtil-me aiore than nrvrrt,»-, * '%gtyep’
im°rVVh CSS)rt that Part'es 0tlsp0rtsmen were terial of a Pair of barrels at a^vety much more Jîrst’.the'removaldf /lâftÿFïarigerSus'œndi- would dim? my spîrïtf and send ni^hbmé*
Ini li^Td comprehension. We- all advanced stage of manufacture than had tire- Pon ln one of the triggers, and, fprther, the in- 'fhe enthusiasn/of a' foxMmer‘siromtf Jnr bP 
ort°Octoher TSp°TShmen! W^° sfhoot Posants vitmsly been the custom. By the aid of SPpe- ^«.^ispness of pnll, which in checked in its career, fofh iVthetéry Èfeïhd ' "I

Kirrt Thly arC he fratermty who cial machinery, tubes at a few shillings a pair ^‘s^one particular at any rate raised the status soul of foxhunting. If jf Sè the'eage&s/ivhh6 :
psgsssssSp.“.rs^“hs s;«.sfewth«.“ •

hit » pheasant. Later On, when they are full here in one small particular the best gun lost ®camped as by the man who was supposed to tutes its rh ^ x*°/ foxhuntlng that cqnsti- !! Grones (except willow grouse in Cowi-
grown and come rocketing over the tops of some of its monopoly of excellence- g have made the original adjustments. Possibly the VV® Pursue no animal with' •" chan,) Quail, Ducks, Deer, Geese and
trees, they will be no sort of use to the First A perfect oair of barrels , ■ , jf gunmakers were : more. enterprising hd ,h„ • eagerness that we'pursue a fox- Eh- " Smpe-shootmg open-
of October ph,„„, „1Ugh„r„., who like T",’*™ *?»' ¥ «Æf or £T’h”,?™ "d «< ,<«*#»- -
them nice and close and slow-fiyttig. shooting and still havL^ the 21 - obsolete guris'ljri6$ÿg56e possible so to or- H we- have the secret of the foxhbnt-

Pheasant shooting today and pheasant ness forward to ensure perfect.bJlan^rèSe" ^e - maÇhjne .prpdhtiion, as :to impart to for hTsTariet œaT*1 H" the respect we al! fed »”e- But stich a standard of excellence is
shooting one hundred years ago and more are sents a considerable asset in the economv nf à med'um-prtce guns^the more vital essentials of asm anTnth ,s^t H',S *! 3 sport of enthusH easily attained, and could probably be beaten
\ ery different things. In those early days first-class eun On the other hunA y , ^od quality, but a^ (flings-stand far and away unj ,i,fr u- °nly fanned by the thou- by half the miniature 'rifle shots in England
guns were vastly different and very uncertain may tie the importance of balance success in bTlî msppîfmS guns is in the dear- an enthusiasm Lut .un?ertamt'es of the chase; Every shot into a 4m. bull at roo yards is noth- 
of ignition. They were clumsy, heavy muzzle- shooting turns quite as much on a nerfect re cheaper.^jkiqs:are doubtless strpng thrill of fear a iî t lC k®ener for the pleasing ' out of the common, and any good shot can
loaders, and very unlike our present day ham- spouse of the trigger to the pressure of the W' *any single fjnch or d b, & crashes through the, bull- kill wildfowl with a rifle at long ranges if he
merless ejectors. Harvesting and hay-cutting finger. Correct fitting- of the «fork ; ft qualifications. whichL^iugh. they might-‘theo- scent „n ■ . ■ the bank. No dwelling On the tries.
were not inducted by means „I saiing J. givL fciSJpo"T,iS^ iî thïdSirïbk at 5» S =“'«* f fonnd-wotk „ i„ hare- Rongbl, speaking, a, br.n, goose off,,, a

chines, and sportsmen invariably shot over tributes of a gun. More detailed consideration - t^2^v eXp^^^^ ate only to be found enthusiasm «V ’ ahd impetuosity, and mad target equivalent to a 6in bull’s-eye a mallard
pomters or setters or spaniels. Parties, such, shows, however, t2tbalaK comesfiri a “ ** bCSt gun-^milian, in Field. . huntinl’’ It no Sp°rt ,ike and wiSeo" to a 5i„. and 4in respwtiveh^ and
alivWeo2VLtay’ "6re T‘know"> and gener- clean trigger pull second, and fk of stock -----------------»------------------ thereto sport ^fit^to hofd a green plover toF 3-n. Pract^thcrFare
Beaters and annbanr^Fa ^ormed the party- third, and in the last-named connection it may THE ENTHUSIASM OF FOXHUNTING, hunting.—P.PA., in Baily’^ cand,e to fox- onlytwowaysofestimatingrangesofawild-

■*■#**& out that ao shape-of'stock w,U „ . -.13— -■ ' ys' fowl ; the f.rst is to compare its £ze, if known,
and keener l’nrt lLh ^ ^ blS frlend make a badly balanced gun fit 'the shooter, Your genuine foxhunter is but a narrow- -- ----- --------- 0--------------- -- Wlt,h ,natural objects, the fore sight of a rifle,
That the Ldergrowthlnrt2rt!ha ?“L Wbereas .*= most approximate of measure- minded. >elf-sufficient creaUirc after all-an WILDFQWLING WITH A RIFLE 3nd ‘he distance between graticules in a tele-
theL2sritfm2Lr2 'Tf .u a-tflCk,°t- mentswill, make a man feel at home with a enthusiast where the “sport 'of kinds’’ is con m ------- fTj °r, S°me similar device-' the second is
faithful does did thJ 2ork *ivi th j I,?" 'vhlch has been produced on the best lines, ccrned, but a meretôlërâhtdf' lesser * ,V, » Three years ago I was spending a couple t0,have the draw of a large telescope grad-

were all wild- the actual truth. The proof test of.a gun con- say- In winter—on days vvhen there is no. fox- ° sbot.^un- Like others before me, I ntmeoyer h^s the advantage of being indepen- _ Jf
sists of a single shot fired from each barrel, hound meet within.h& reach—he may honor a m,any.ffuit css ^ys in stalking the wary d!n,t tbe s,?e of the object, I have employ-^'' -E?
whereas the test of seryice is many thousands Master qf'Harrier&by schooling a young horse ^lldfowl with a light 12-bore cylinder gun, ed both these methods, but the second was sel- j

..... u , . not very of shots fired under all Sorts-of conditions, not at the expense of his pack. But he only too ? then gettmS shots which' looked to d°™ °! apy Hse. except to ascertain ranges of I
difficult to .shoot,, or. any more so than they -controlled by the shooter, but liable at all times obviously considers the proceedings slow > Pe within range, but somehow or other (and S^ral objects near which you were likely to
are today on the 1 st Pheasant shooting, as it to try a gun to the utmost. -'.The very literâtnr#-of the-foxhunter hÂtràv, * ?jhers haye found it the same) the ‘f’nd birds at some future time-

de^now3^*Ï mt heH The great A clean-working, smooth-opening gun is him' Most books on ïbxhunting make5 some fhTco^l t 'tS WOrk' 1 thefl came to 'I am aware that there are people.who hon-
fhe rnnl rtiffl .2^ f ^ ™ 1° g,Ve one of the greatest triumphs of mechanical ,mention of barriers ;-almost a» “damn with T 11 WaS pra ' a,,y impos- ««X beheve they can judge ranges by
which i« a cat ° K /Po sboot a pheasant sclence. An enormous load is borne bv rela- f,31”1, praise.” Bedcford is no exception : he thev flew 1 dt,cks Wlth a ga gun unless bl’t 1 fancy they unconsciously compare the all "arid eertaml y ^.îot g»veç «° pleasure_*t tivel.y small surfaces of metal cocking and respects hunting, in whatever shape it ap- Cartinp-fnrrt VfF y°u’ a proceed'n to which the ?,zf of the bird with some other object—and
thatÏhrinS rtnwn^^ng m coippanscm with ejecting are automatically effected yet f 2n pea^>' Jt » f manly and wholesome exercise, ave 'e 'g W dUCk'S 5Cem decidedly. >£ « the absence of this other object that
ip xdnd hchinrt h ylnl Wlth tie motion of the thumb unÆ the comlre- and ^ems by Nature designed to be the ^ makes estimation of distances on an open

Shoo^inv nhe^ntsi2r2 ^hc)lsivc system of catches, and the appamntfv fmilse,tnent of, 3 Britop.” Faint praise certain- I finally decided to experiment with rifles t °T °Ut at sea such a difficult matter I 
, rtew ,u good at all until frost unresisted opening and closing'of the barrel X’and scarcely,weighing much against an- and did so with (i) a .22 rim fire rifle usin^ bave on two occasions, after a prolonged stalk,
=nl kdlefd the undergrowth _in woods does the rest. Though touching upon oossiblv £ther passage: ‘By inclination I was never a long riflè ammunition, and (2) a zs 20-86 Roth dti'berately fired at mallard with the rifle
that not tiïTthîmiddl^of Note66!' ^hU® “ t controversial ground, it may be pointed out im^semenT’1 ^^ed this diversion more for these weapons were, fitted with orthoptfc back 'S?8 -et 100 yards- onlX to. find, oh the 
ttcnmt mLl/ 2 th J No<'®mbetT’s any [eal that one of the triumphs of several of the best- ! ^4 and »f I-cotdd have persuaded my- sights, bead foresights, and slings Mv sur- birds signalling misses in the usual manner,
ttempt made to shoot woods. Before them known best guns is that they are closed more f 1 /lde on the turnpike road to the three- cess with the .22 was varied and althono-h r than the ranSes were barely 50 yards!—H W

BBsSsi
’kWSBSi IHII5|Si ieSllsi
heard on the moors on the Twelfth u 1 maker for *¥. trouble he feels bound to exer- u ! ? ldom leaving the hard high- following; are,a few of the more successful re- resemble a minnow. This piece
tell us of these valiant rlnincr* ? a SO C1SC m achieving a state of sweet working of • xj ‘ mv .was a reaI genuine enthu- achieved at longer ranges when the back three inches long and an inch wide with a slit
but which I thinlc are moreen XiV g ^ Î" M th.C Sm?U !imb?' etches, and levers which V*un equi.v°cation about S1ght was set to the estimated range : three-fourths of its length, so that the free
agination than real' At least 1 t 1 Wn *m" constitute its interior mechanism. ,Guns which J. 1 v ^ f. 1 nCnS,Tb's oration at the Dole- One brent goose out of three swimming- to- ends will wabble when it moves through the
Bgys“r " At ,east. let us hope so. are not the best but which profess to be equal 2sîon of my’art- « tfc,foremost gether at iga^ards. A single^\ZT™oi5 'water. The angler casts in a manner

to the best, without, say, the adornment of a r f. . y , ' C°m,pared with it all oth- 180 yards. One curlew out of a flock at 220 tbat used wlth the fly except that the bait is
T„„ _TT1 West-end address, plus the usual sneer at en- ® _ f t and unprofitable. It s not never of yards. Two grent geese out of six with one all°wed to strike the water behind the castef-
THE BEST GUN, AND WHY IT IS THE graving naturally possess a targe number of °f USC “7bUggln about the matter, bullet at 180 yards. These long distances were 50 t^at when the forward cast is made, too

BEST what the American, salesman tèrms “selling iîî ®pPrt fit tohold a candle to fox- all carefully estimated by means of a telescope f “f - °J 3 stral"is not put upon the rod. The
. . points, which, however, do not receive the at- h„nf * h , of st»g- untm . might as well fitted with graticules, the usé of which was bait is drawn in by a series of jerks and is kept

(n,pMbtX. m implements of sport is a never- tention in fitting which alone-justifies their in- hlohhin’ ag!'eat lolloppin’ beggar necessary, as I had found it quite impossible n^ar-tbe surface of the water. As with
ending subject of discussion, especially in those elusion in the specification of a gun. The sec- b'obb'n about the market gardens near Lon- to correctly judge distances when lying down th,e. flX. the ftsh is struck immediately upon
branches where success turns on the perfect ond-grade gun, with its liability to exhibit dpn.,y!'lth a pack°f ounds at its‘eels, and call amongst long grass or behind cover In every taking the bait. Live frogs and minnows are
inter-working of hand and eye. There is gen- spurious imitations cif the qualities and details that diversion L My vig, wot a go ! Pull-’hunt- case of a successful shot-the distance w2 somet,mes used ln skittering,
erallx an indefinable something " which - evades °t a best gun, in reality fails to hit the mark i" ’S ,we,rry w<d| for cripples, and those that paced, and found to agree Closélv with the estl When it is desirable to keep the bait at a
analysis, and which no term in the English for the same reason that the money which will donkles- me tight! but I never see -mated range. My total bag with rifles L Ù c,crtam depth> a float is used and attached to
R=linr£C S,eeTSJ° bC capabIe of expressing, purchase a good clock may not cpver the cost thic^stick^fu'/rt”6 tUrnpike‘ witK a - as 1 can remember, amounted to four brant tF three ,or rnore feet from the bait.
Balance, which means so much and is still so of a chime of bells for striking the hours.r thick stick m his and and a pipe m his mouth, geese, one sheldrake; five wi<rCon thrP, ,n,i u P "f!shing ample time should be given to
vague, may be tested on sound scientific prin- Another reason which militates aMine. ' 2 ^ myscl,f- there S«es a man well lard, six curlew, and thirty green nlover ail 2 l ,C f,sh beforc striking, as the fish will nearly
ciples; but the statistical results lack meaning ond-grade guns bein<r a g™d îmrtatfon nfYhe" W?U,dn’t be a master ^ which (with th exception of âbiSüt bàî of alwaxs.swaltew-the bait if given sufficient
so long as the 1 ma, arbiter a human approval best is that the latter is nearly 1 Eg . or manner of money!” And so on. the green plove were killed at rlist-iti ( tlme’, ^yben using minnows, or frogs, it is of.
-which is just instinct pure and simple" The duced under tile Sect uperv Ln of'^ri aro ',1*"3 2 "° CDmmcin sport that will over 70 yards. " ^ 3‘ d'StanCC9 °f c" adv'?able to give the fish five or fen feet of

workmanship of a best London gun derives its judges of work who are iFdal v^ f H-!l 2 T such enthusiasm among its votaries- 1 do not ..ret.n(l . v. , , . hnc->^ h« nearIX a>ways takes the bait in his
mam justification from the effect produced. A sportsmen of an emiaPv hi«d? >rt m 7 h A,nd oot !ts votar,és alone. If the exigencies ever be itoriFJ ®r,y 7 b,,g ba>- can - •mou.t.h a"d ™ away with it before swallow-
mechanical structure which is ideal from a ®P°£sn£® a” equally high order. Makers of everyday life, if lack of time or Tack'of ®yer pe ,^e, w,th a rifle, but there is no -tog n. Striking too soon will cause him to re-
mechanical standj>oint seems also to S™ ! b l u g/afeS ®£ gun are in mosi hi- means, will not allow us to follow fhe cha2 cp,eftlop >as tp the skill necessary to make a * lease his hold on the bad. ° re
the artistic properties which are inseparable tlC ,benebt. .o£ hÇanng their m person, we are all foxhunters at heart Why ™°d”ate one, and there is; moreover, a great Many, anglers prefer to anchor their boat
from a perfect Utilitarian design. Justus ha shooting-'*1 Th^ 7 authontlts m the art of is it ? Why should foxhunting, * sport pàrtid- EysENm* bV ngmg r-£f a lon^ sbof. entail- but to allow it to drift with the current or wind
ture abhors a vkcuum so mechanics abhor un ^ he selection of qualities, to which pation in which must always be conffnet"to the !nS> as't docs- stalking, finding the l'ange, and and to allow the bait to drift slowly
necessary clefts and gaps and angles when per thl nni d.eS'g" a"d manufacture is given, few, rouse such enthusiasm in the many ? Let uB E ££?£ ma,7ng a wu,d.allowance, I still thcm- In this way more ground can be cover- 
feet fit and flnwtncr^imrmipc ff- fer 1S1_« v 9 not what 1t: would be if the points us try Backford again for insmration ' have a vivid recollection of retrieving my first e(L and when a good feêding ground is discov
m • V „ti?wmg harmonies are more don- which most especially appeal to the sportsman • ‘<ww , V aspiration. brent goose (shot with a rifle) in about JfV ■ ered then the anchor can be cast out mlmmm$ mmmm mmêmachieved by the class of workman whose re- but that to a receptive and intelligent mind " ’ i, tbe onf might teach patience to a phil- peacefully sleeping on the tide g ,a lard’ ~ 0 -------

ward is as much in the pride of a well-accom- daily intercourse wffh the best dass^of sS pàtaïTrt thouSh M occasion ot 75 yards—aEo  ̂with a single 2unrt l"CC * 1 Jbmer (to his apprentice)—Well, Willie
Plished task as in the mere vulgar wages which ma/ produces an aggr^ion 2 gu1/Sg 2cupatiTtoth ^ ^ mUch 'ess'you are nearlyc-ertalnoîreakmg a n/ hay5.x4“ sharpened .jft),, toojs? ’ T’*'
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