 Offers
Protection

ian Minister Asks the Em-
ress Dowager to Return
to Pekin.

t Punitive Expeditions
ve Had An Excellent Ef-
fect on Chinese.

uls Hope For Delay in
ppointment of Shanghal
Tao Tal.

on, Sept. 28.—(4:30 a.m),—The on-
atch of special interest from China
orning is the following from Dr,
on, of the Times, dated Pekin,
ber 21: “The recent punitive exi
ns have had an excellent effect in
Bing security and facilitating the
of supplies, but nothing can be
d as effective until Pao Ting Fu

pen- razed and the foreigners and £

fugees of Cheng Ting and og
known to the generals, are reesl-.

Degiers has addressed a memorial
Kmpress Dowager. offering her
otection of Russia, and requesting
return to Pekin. Forty chief Chi-
flicials sent a memorial to the Em-
and Empress Dowager, beseeching
return.,
conflicting interests of Russia and
Britain prevent a systematic at-
to reconstruct the railway, al-
h restoration would be easy. It
out ythat Cheng Yin Huan, whose
in Kashgaria was recently report-
as executed under an imperial de-
t the same time with the other pro-
n ministers who were executed.
ng Yin Huan was special envoy ta
nd at the time of the Diamond
be. He was hated by the Empress
ger, who exiled him in 1898.
b Russians, according to the Shang-
orrespondent of the Morning Post,
virtually abandoned the province ot
Li to Germany.
nghai, Sept.” 27.—Viceroy Liu Yun
s telegraphed the consuls to the ef-
hat he is communicating with the
ial court regarding the appointment
new taotai here. The consuls be-
this will delay the installation of
bbjectionable \appointee for several
hs, The foreign consuls here re-
j protested against the removal of
o ting to Shanghai and the appoint-
ag_his guccessor of the notorious
r, Kang Yi. The viceroy of Nakin,
JKun Y1, replied that at least a
h would elapse before the arrival of
flicial documents in the case to en-
him to give the matter consideration,
hat if it was Eroved that the pro-
successor of the tao tai of Shang- -
ad been a Boxer, he would protest
e throne against his ‘ appointment

lin, Sept. 27.—The German press
oreign office continue to deny that
Britain has rejected Germany’s
b o e e B
ates for entl;
Chinese obd and oty
e
0! es on large plans.
e Berliner Tageblatte alone advises
hany not to expect a favorable an-
to her proposition from Salisbury,
his wish to carefully nurse rela-
with the United States forms the
ote of his policy.” -
e foreign office told the correspond-
of the Associated Press this after-
that Great Britain’s answer had
vet arrived, but that as soon ag it
he government would be glad to pub-
it, no matter what its character.
Frank Lascelles, the British am-
ador, who was interviewed regard-
the matter, said:
reat Britain’s delay in answering
many’s proposal is due to the fact, as
hderstand it, that Lord Salisbury has
bd Sir Claude Macdonald to report
0 the feasibility of the German
ashington, Sept. 27.—Minister Oon-
has been advised by the state depart-
ht of the substance of the repliee
fle by the United States government
Friday to the governments of Ger-
hy, Russii and <China, respecting
na, which clearly indicated to him the
eral instructions he is to observe.
reover, by this time he is informed of
orders issued to Gen. Chaffee to re-
e his force to a legation guard. The
le to China specifically pointed out the
bs on'which this government will issue
instructions to its minister.
ienna, Sept. 27.—The admiralty has
eived a despatch from Taku, giving
strength of the forces landed there
the allied powers: as follows: Aus-
hn, 495; German, 8178; British,
53 American, 5,608; French, 6,575;
lijt(xjx, 2,541; Russia, 20,934; Japan,
o (U,

GRS G T
ANOTHER SUSPECT.

fian Wanted For Participation in
Murder of King Humbert.

eow York, Sept. 27.—The barge office
cials, at the request of the police of
lan, Italy, are watching every ship
I+ comes in for Mauricio Maglial, whose
pged real ‘name is Luigi Granotti,
pted by the police of Milan ~for
bged participation in the killing of
ng Humbert. They say he sailed
m Paterson for Italy on May 1 last,
is a silk weaver.

e —p————
MISS SHANNON’S DBEATH.

e Coroner’s Jury Bring in a Verdict
ot Accidental Death.

rancouver, Sept. 27.—The inquest in-
the death of Miss Shannon, who was
led by a bieycle, resulted in a ver-
t to-day of accidental death. The
hnicipal authorities were recommended
take action at once to carry out re-
lations regarding cycling.

Pt AN
FIVE DOLLARS DAMAGES.

beult of the Libel Sunit Brought by Dr.
Brydone-Jack.

Fancouver, Sept. 27.—In the libel suit
Dr. Brydone-Jack vs. World this af-
rnoon, the jury brought in a verdiet of
b damages; costs reserved.

PSR e T
SUPPOSED SUICIDE.
n Old Man FoundeDrowned in a Lake,

Toronto, Sept. 27.—The body of Wm.

Boore, about 70 years old, was found in

I small lake near Dunchurch with the
'n(']; tied. It is supposed he committed
icide,

4

The Men From
Pincher Creek

How Three Men of Mounted
Rifles Saved the Camp
From Cap_tute.

Two Killed and One Wounded
But They Kept the Boers
Back, 5

Writimg from Pretoria on August 8,
Mr. Richmond, special correspondent” of
the Montreal Star, tells the story of
how three members of the Canadian
Mounted Rifles held a band of Boers at
bay for eeveral hours and saved the day.
The -story has already been referred to,
but the details prove the splendid metal
of “the men from Pincher creek.”

In a previous letter I described the
movements of the Canadian Mounted
Rifles up to the time when the first bat-
talion was ordered to march eastward

‘heart, and a litthe later Corporal Miles

hy
| for the !
‘they.

half-past two Kerr was shot through the

received a bullet wound in the shoulder.
He did not give in though for all that,
but continued firing and used up the cart.
ridges of his dead . companion after his
own had been exhausted.

«“Ahout three o’clock in the afternoon g
train arrived at Honingspruit station
from the morth and the Boers withdrew
and attacked the train. The garrison,
however, managed to keep them at bay
until a train with troops arrived from
Kroonstad, when the enemy, as usual, re
tired. ‘Then it was that I had time to
go back and eee what had become of the
Little outpost’on the railway line south
of the camp, which I knew had been
heavily engaged all day. I found Cor-
poral Miles lying behind a little mound
of earth suffering from a severe wound
in the shoulder, and a short distance
from him the dead bodies of Corporat
Morden and Trooper Kerr, both of whom
had been first wounded and afterwards
killed’ by second shots. Though eerious,
Miles’ wound was not by any means a
tatal one, and he was at once taken. to
the hospital at Kroonstad, from where
he was sent to Capetown later on. It is
impossible to over estimate the import-
ance of the gallant conduct of thesa
three men. But for their splendid work
our position would have been completely
surrounded, and the chances are the
whole garrison would either have been
killed or captured. : ;

“It is the exhibition of such stout

earted bravery as this that

Rietfontein, where ihey were engaged

jn a fivedays’ engagement with the
.enemy. At that time the second battal-
jon was for the firet time chosen for an
altogether different mission. Under com-
mand of Colons! Hvans it was entrained
on Friday, the i5m of June, and taken
from Pretoria down into the Free State
in order to make up a deficiency in mount-
ed troops required for the defence of the
line of ecommunication. ven then the
battalion was distributed in troops and
squadrons at three or four erent
places. Headquarters, with two troops,
remained at Vredefort Road, Two troops
under command of Lieutenant Davidson,
were sent south to ningepruit, wixile
the rest of the battalion was distributed
at various points on the railway between
those two places.

The brilliant incident to which I have
already referred was performed by troops
One and Four of “D” Squadron, under
command of Lieutenant Davidson, They
arrived at Honingspruit on the 18th of
June, where with two companies of the
Shropshire Regiment, and a detachment
of the Tmperial Yeomanry, they made up
the ‘garrison at that place. About that
time ‘Honingspruit was a most important
point on the line of communication, inas-
much as within a distance of about ten
miles the railway crossed no less than
three bridges which, if destroyed, effec-
tually interrupted the line of communis
cation.  ‘This fact naturally made it a
favorite spot for the marauding exploite
of the Free State General De Wet and
hie burghers. The story of the attack
by the Free State Boerg on the little
garrison at Honingspruit was told me a
few days ago by Lieut. Davidson, who
was in command of the two troops of
«p» Squadron of the Canadian Rifles,
which formed part of the garrison at the

‘ngjmu made. He hae just
the south, where he
confined for a short time in h
g. The story

| tk' t‘ nzeo Seer 55'5 iv{:hw"n" ber 15 interesti steps to 8
of a o m: y
tg:ropshire . o mber. 15, gives some 1HAre n% then it, and provide against a serious dis-

companies of ‘the Regiment,
and t s one and four of “D"” Squad-
ron of adian Mounted Rifles. Our
camp was on the west side of the rail-
way, while three miles away to the east
across the railway were two large kop-
jes, on the top of which we had two out-
posts. We had also an_ outpost north of
the camp about two miles, and another
south of the camp about the same dis-
tance away. At time the attack was
made the s were doing the out-
post duty. ' The order of the Camp Com-
mandant was that all these outposts
should be manned during the daytime
only. On the merning of the 22nd of
June, I was returning from camp after
having placed the north and south out-
ts. It wae about six o’clock and just
reaking dawn.. Each of these outposts
consis of four men. Lieut, Ingles
left camp at the same time as I did to
place two eastern outposts on the top
of the two high kopjee three miles east of
the camp. , :
“] had got within half a mile of the
camp, after having placed the last of my
two, the southern outposts, when a fusi-
lade of musketry came from the top of
the kopjes where Lieut. Ingles had gone,
about an honur before. I hurried baek to
the camp and found everything in confu-
i A Boers had opened on us from
the kepjes in the east
with two gune, and were janding shells
in among the men who were at ‘breakfast
at the l:ﬁne. It did net take me long to
realize what had happened. During the
night the Boers had occupied the crests
of the two kopjes where we were in the
habit of pla our outposts «during the
day time, and had opened fire on Lieut.
Ingles and his eight men as soon as they
reached the crest of the hills.. Later I
found out that Lieut. Ingles and two
men had been W d and four men
captured. ‘From that time on we had a
ard time of it. The ’lzoer; :,%mceg
upon the camp ponring in ‘a o re an
and for a time managed to el
enemy’s advance. About noon
made an effort to outflank ms. :
of about sixty of them went round our
right flank intending to attack the camp
from the high ground in the rear. Had
they been able to‘do this we would have
been in an exceedingly awkward prediea-
ment, and the chances are all of us
would have been captured. In their ad-
vance around our flank, however, they
encountered the southern outposts.
“When the Boers opened fire on them
the four Canadiane composing the out-
post realized the importance of prevent.
ing the ememy from gaining the high
ground to the rear of the camp. One of
their number was immediately sent back
to camp with the horses, and the other

e enemy’

three quietly set to work to reply to the-er-color seetion the most notable works

enemy’s fire. It was long odds, three
men against sixty, but these Canadians
from Pincher creek were stout hearted

fellowe who did not know the me: ing

of the word fear, and rattling good shots
into the bargain. For eight hours they
fought, the number of the opponents in-
_creasing as the hours went by until there
were close to a hundred burghers pour-
jng in a fusilade of rifle shots at the
three men who held the crossing over
the railway line. Shortly after noon Cor-

ral Morden wae seriously wounded
With a bullet through the chest. He nev-
or gave up, however, but kept on firing
xntll Jater on ‘another mauser bullet
crushed through his brain.

“Apout two o’clock another one of the
little party, oper Kerr, was ‘wound-
ed. At that time the force consisted of
two, wounded men and Corporal Miles,
who waa in charge of the outpost. About

e

the Boers known the strength :
picket which held them for eight long
hours of course the result would have
been very different. It required no small
{ amount of pluck and cool headedness for
Ithese {hree men to keep up the deception
for such a length of time. Two of them,
received wounds early in the day. Under
"the circumstances they would have been
perfectly justified in surrendering, for it
was too much to expect resistance from.
“men after they are wounded. But thesa
three Canadians realized that upon their
efforts depended the safety of the entire
camp, for well they knew that if the
Boers once crossed the railway line and
gained the high ground. in the rear of
the camp the result would have been dis-
astrous. Had the wounded men stopped
firing the .enemy would at once have
been able to tell that the force opposed
to them was a very small ‘one indeed.
Not &0, however, as long as three rifles
were kept going. It was a stern sense
of duty which induced these two wound-
ed Canadiane to keep on’ firing until first
one and/then the other was Kkilled.
Fortunately this incident was taken of-
ficially cognizance of. The Commandant
reported the matter to Colonel Evans,
with all the details, and spoke in the
highest possible terms of the heroic be-
havior of the men belonging to his bat-
talicn. Col. Evans at once reported the
matter to General Hutton, in whose
brigade the Mounted Canadians are. The
report finally found ite way to Lord Rob-
erts, and, I understand on good authority
that Corporal Miles, the survivor, is te
be or has been recommended for a Viec-
toria Croes. Certainly in this case that
great honor has been well earned, for it
is hard to conceive a more deserving
case. In anewer to an inquiry which I
made in Capetown, I found that Corporal
Miles was quickly recovering from the
effects of His wound and expects to be
fit for duty in a short time.

—_—
TRASHY RATIONS.

How Caadian Soldiers Were Cheated | th

ery, in a letter published

stories of« the battery’s experiences a
Pinaarspoort, where the men got all the
fighting they had been yearning so long
for. He thus describes the mental food
of the “D” Batterymen:

“We were relieved at 9 o'clock in
the morning of August 3, and went back
to camp. There is quite a viaduct on the
railway here, covered by our guns on
Fusilie Hill, This hill is about a mile
from camp and about 300 feet high,
 When we are on top we lie down and
watch the country around with our field
glasses, For change and relaxation we
read. ‘There is & copy of Tennyson
which staye on the kopje, and the boys
take turns at reading.”

Having disposed of the mental food,
the correspondent makes a serious charge
against the Canadians who furnished

. food for the battéry: “We are pretty
short of supplies. No bread. for weeks,
no butter for longer. Some of the gro-
ceries bought in Canada and brought out
with us were bad. The grocer had un-
loaded. a lot of old trash on us; the
 tinned meats had dried out with age and
rattled in the cans. The milk cocoa was
by date thirteen years -old. It is not
pleasant, up that hill, when we sit down
for our midday enack with a hard tack
each and one of those meat tins for the
, crowd, to find the meat a dry, withered-
| up. Mass, shrunk away from the tin and
tasting exactly like lard. Of course, we
eeparately &nd zmitedl{- blessed the
Kingston grocer and all his businese con-
nections, but that did not help the very
bad grub. We have no knowledge as to
the end of the war.
country can well have a thoroughly ade-
.quate idea of the job. course, the
Boers may chuck it at any time, but we
eee no indications of that up here. You
¢an judge as well as we can about the
probable close.”

.

_—
i ART EXHIBITION.

A Creditable Display in Vancouver Bat
a Poor Buying Attendance.

. 27—The result of the

i grat annual exhibition of the Arts and
| Orafts Association was very poorly at-
fended. The exhibition was held in the

lRoyal theatre, and in epite of the fact
' that the association had taken infinite
' pains to display all the best amateur and
. professional work in the city, and al-
though the display was a eredit to the

city, only a handful of people were pree-

{sent, and these were the membere of ‘the
association itself. Among the oil paint-

ings were the following exhibitors: Mre.

Marcus Lucas, H. J. de Forest, Wm.

Fessis, Mrs. J. G. Bell, Mrs. J. S. Ran-

\ kin, Miss Alice Bajus, Mrs. A. Balfour-
Ker, and Miss Lilian Green. In the wat-

were those of T. W. Fripp Mower-Mar-
tin, R.C.A.. Mrs. McCraney, Miss Me-
Clung, J. Parr and Wm. Ferris. In
black and white work was were Very
creditable productions, by Miss  Mare-
trand and A.J. Davis. 1

was the only exhibitor in the architec-
tural class, In decorated china, there
| was a beautiful exhibit of work of great
lmerit, the contributors being Mms. R, B.
: Ellis, Miss Louise Cohn, Mrs. J. 4
Young, Misg Southcott, Misg MeClung,
Miss Dranie, Mies Bajus, Mrs. Balfour-
Ker. Photography was well represented
by Mrs. 8, Taylor, Messrs. ‘Wadds Bros.,
Eydwards Bros., Russell, Wilson and
Eveleigh, H. Bloomfield carried off the
palm for stained glase work, and F. W.
Caulfield for carved wood work. The

.cgq’esofartoooxpebeforethecdnrt,the

No one out of the’

R. M. Fripp |P®¢
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Chief of Police Stewart is contemplat-
ing resigning hie position and spending
the next few years in travelling, sight-
seeing and visiting his sons, who are
doing well in'different parts of the world.
The Sapperton eéxtension of the tram.
w;‘lf company ie abont completed and
will be ready for traffic during the fair.
A mysterious stranger in the city has
purchased the old smelter site and sev-
eral lots in the vicinity, and has given no-
tice to the North Vancouver authorities
that he will bid on nearly all the property
in North Vancouver put up for sale for
arrearshof taxes, which is a tract of land
eaid to contain 2,000 acres, undivided.
This gentleman, it has been ascertained,
addresses his telegrams to J. D. Hill, St
Paul, and the fact that his name is so
nearly like the name of the president of
the Great Northern railway, and the fact
that the enormous guantity of land be-
ing bought by the stranger, could not be
very well used for anything elee than for
railway terminus -purposes, and will
make a terminus of the Great Northern
at North Vancouver.

o S
ASSIZES POSTPONED.

Victoria Court otzsize Will Not Sit
Until October 7. °
_The:sitt'mg of the court of assize in
Victoria has, by notice in the proyincial
Gazette, been postponed from October 2
antil October 7. As there is but one

ent will mnot inconvenience
persons. i

_ Certificates of incorporation have bees

issued to the Clara Belle Consolidated
Company, Limited, and the Rossland Co-
operation Association, Limited; the
Pierre Gold Mining Company has been
registered as an extra-provincial com-
pany, and licenses have been issued to
two extra-provincial companies, the Port-
land and Velvet Mines, Limited, with lo-
cal offices at Rossland.

The Palace Clothing House, of Van-
couver, and 'W. M, Lawrence, hardware
merchant, of Vancouver, have assigned.
A court of revision and appedl, under
the Assessment Act, will be held at Al-
berni, in the court house, on November
14, at 11 o’clock in the foremoon; at Cum-
berland, im the court house, on Novemben
21, at 8 o’clock in the afternoon; at Salt
Sprin% Island, in the court house, the
30th November, at 1 o’clock in the after-
noon; at Mayne Island, in the court
house, on the 5th December, at 1 o’clock
in the afternoon; at Duncan, in the court
house, on the 15th Decembér, at 11
o’clock in the forenoon; at Nanaimo, in
the court house, December 21, at
o’clock in the afternoon.

R A e
FALSE BCONOMY.

Some of That *“‘Surplus” Sfxou'ld Be Spent
on the Geological Survey Building.

From Ottawa Citizen.

Considerable alarm was experienced by
the staff in the Geological Survey build-
ing yesterday, as the building, which has
been %mounced unsafe; shook and crack-
ed, ully 3,000 sight-seers visited the
different departments during the day,
and as they thronged up and down-the
stairs .and along the passage-ways, the
building quivered under the passage-
ways, the l;guilding quiveredwunder the in-
creased weight and movement. One pro-
minent official stated yesterday that he
and his fellows were in a congtant state
of anxiety, fearing for the safety of
emselves-and the numerous visitors.

government has taken no s treng-
aster. Unless some steps are taken in the

near future, it i believed part of the
walls will give way.

O e R R R
THE PORCUPINE COMMISSION.

A Correspondent Describes the Opening
Proceedings to Settle
Mining Claims,

Commissioner’s Camp, Porcupine Dis-
trict, B. C., Sept. 17.—The reading of
the modus vivendi, the British Columbia
Porcupine District Commission Act, and
the Royal Commission, opened the pro-
ceedings to-day. _This done, the Hon.
Archer Martin, the commissioner, an-
nounced that the three documents set
out the scope and objects of the commis-
sion, and suggested that those who had
staked claims within the territory which
had, by the modus vivendi, been tem-
porarily placed under’the jurisdiction of
Canada, should apply without delay to
have their titles to such claims con-
firmed by the commission, and a
recorded under the British Columbia
mining laws, in order to prevent the pos-
sibility of such titles being questioned
hereafter, and to preserve to the fullest
extent all the rights and privileges which
the holders of valid locations are en-
titled to under the laws of the United
States. In such cases the locators were
in the first instance referred to the Brit-
ish Columbia government agent, who is
prepared to receive applications, and
who would later, and as soon as xpight
be, bring them before the commission.

In case of any disputes between locat-
ors under the laws of _either nation,
which it is desired should be adjudicated
upon and finally determined by the com-
mission, ‘application should be promptly
made by way of petition, and would-be
petitioners were referred to the secretary
for further information and guidance.
The commissi then declared the com-
mission opened for the transaction of
business, and called upon those who had
anything to bring betore it to come for-
ward and they would be heard. These
formalities being concluded, the Cana-
dian flag was hoisted, and the work of
the commission entered upon, notice of
the sittings having previously been given
in the district. 5

Delay was experienced in getting ~to
work owing to the non-delivery at the
camp of the baggage containing the
documents and’supplies, as well as the
camp equippage, the Indian canoes being
wind-bound. A, detachment of the
N. W. M. P, coming in to the police
camp was delayed by the same cause.

The special commissioner is assisted
by Mr. 3. D. Graham, gold = commis-
sioner; Mr. Louis J. Seymour, secre-
tary; and  Capt. Rant, sub-mining
recorder for the district. A large tent
equipped as a_court-room, with a smaller

torming o tngot-var team tox e West [ THE FAD OF

RAINMAKING

A Great Deal of Money Was
Spent Before the Bubble
Burst.

From Omaha Bee,

Ten years ago the telegraphic col-
umns of the mewspapers devoted much
space to what is now 2 forgotten indus-
try—that of the production of rain by ar-
tificial means. It was about that time
that W. S. Melbourné attracted the at-
tention of half the world by claiming
that he had discovered a method by
which man ‘could regulate the seasone
and could produce rainfall at his desire.
Melbourne was one of the greatest con-
fidence men on earth, and Keeley’s motor

alone outranks his rain-making appara-
tus. ( i 2

1t was the last great rush of immigra-
tion to the West, in the latter part of the
eighties, that the necessity for irrigation
of the Western plains was first felt.
Ditches were plannéd through Wyoming,
.Colorado and western Nebraska, and
thousands of do! were invested = in
what promised to be a safe enterprise,
when every investor was scared and
work on every irrigating plant was stop-
ped by the alleged discoveries of Mel-
bourne. 'Thit discovery was heralded to
the world dreseed-in scientific garb. The
well known laws of hydrostatics were
used to prove the conclusion of the in-
ventor of the process.

It was Melbourne’s theory that the air
always contains moisture, and that all
that was necessary to produce rain was
to “squeeze” it ag one wculd wring water
from a damp sponge. ‘To squeeze the air
was the problem which Melbourne claim-
ed he had solved. It was to be accom-
plished by means of high explosives in
more senses than one. Dynamite was to
be sent up into the heavens on kites and
exploded when certain strata of air had
been reached, The priest of the new at-
mospheric dispensation took his texts
from popular history and tradition. There
has always been‘a rain after every great
battle, and every echoolboy knows that
it always rains on the Fourth of July.
During battles and upon the natal day of
the republic, there are explosions, and,

2| therefore, the explosions caused the rain-

fall,

Such was the reasoning which attract-
ed the people, and such was the reasoning
which suspended the work on the irriga-
tion ditches and caused people to buy
land in arid districte; which ‘caused one
railroad system to expend thousands of
dollars chasing the elusive raindrop and
brought to its promoter an independent
fortune.

The greatest of Melbourne’s tests was
at Cheyenne, where for three days he
fired hie dynamite and for three days it
rained. The people who saw this test
were convinced, Nature had come.  to
the relief of the fakir and his fortun
was made, .

Riding upon the tide of this popular
excitement, came Rainmaker Jewell.
Mr. Jewell was a Kansas production,
and with all the expansive ideas of the
Sunflower State he tried to reach the

etarted, but of the
road.

s dﬂng for b
the trade of the Texas panhandle. Thou-

stretched along its lines, which would
support an empire if water could be ob-
tained. .

Jewell impressed the managers of the
road with the wdea that he could produce
rain and was employed at a salary as
official rainmaker of the system. He
started operations at Goodland, and rain
fell when the explosions occurred, or at
least close enough thereafter to make
the people believe that the detonations
of the dynamite had brought the shower.

The apparent success of Melbourne
and Jewell was brought to the attention
of the United States department of agri-
culture, which at that time had recently
taken charge of the weather bureau. At
the suggestion of the Secretary of Agri-
culture, congress appropriated several
thousand dollars to be nsed in rainmaking
experiments, ‘The experimental work
was placed in charge of Gen. Dryenforth,
who selected Texas as the place for the
work, The professional rainmakers were
consulted and the advice accepted. With

leo | all of this the appropriation was exhaust-

ed before ome drop of rain which could
be traced to the experiments was pro-
duced. Then the bubble burst, and the
professional rainmdkers went to, selling
gold bricks of another kind. "

Apropos of rainmaking, it may be in-
teresting to note that the present trouble
in China is the direct result of the fail-
ure of the people to secure rain when de-
sired, For years there has been a strong
anti-foreign feeling in the Flowery King-
‘dom, but it has generally been confined
to isolated territories, where it could be
curbed by the government. This summer
there were long periods of droughts, and
the anti-foreign element, supported by
certain of the native priests, alleged that
the gods would not send rain until every
foreigner should be driven from the land
or sacrificed to allay the wrath of the
deities at their presense upon the Celes-
tial soil. Thie inflamed the populace and
the work of placating the deities began.
_ But if the rainmakers who failed are
making trouble for the Christians
China, the Christians themselves have
not been guiltless in the matter of pun-
ishing people who have prevented the
falling of the rain. Among the witches
burned at Salem, more than one was
charged with causing droughts, which de-
stroyed the crops. As late as the begin-
ning of the present century a minister
of the Church of England held hie living
because of the belief of his parishoners
that he could produce rain by prayer. It
is not recorded that rain ever fell at his
entreaty, or, in fact, that he ever pray-
ed for rain, as it was understood that he
would mot ask for the blessings of  a
shower until- his flock was unanimous in
their request  for it. The unanimity
could never be attained, so his power
wae never put to the test.

stars. It was not through labor that he
through he creduli :

sands of acres of government land’

MR. BLINKINGTON'S CAT TRAP.

At Once Very Simple and Effective, and
Not Without Some Profit.

From New York Sun.

«] have heard,” sald Mr. Blitherly, “of a
man who devised the trap gun so°that the
welght of a certain mumber of cats upon
the topr of the fence upon which it was
trained would pull the trigger and so cause
the fence to be swept with a storm of buck
shot and slugs. 1 personally know the man
who invented the system by which the cats
on & fence were attracted into one end of
a pipe that slanted downward, and the
lower end of which was over a river; and
likewise I knew the man who made the top
rail of his fences very smooth and then
kept it well greased. And I knew well
the original inventor of the first electrical
cat annihilator, by means of which the top
rall of a fence would be charged with an
electric current wheneyer a cat appeared
upon_it; but my, these folks. were all child-
ren in this way as compared with another
friend of mine, old Socrates J. Blinkington,
who invented a most economlical cat killer
and eonveyer that not only kept his neigh-
borhood remarkably free of cats, but thus
made him clearly a public benefactor and
also gave him personslly some small profit
from the pelts. -~ All his system was sim-
plicity itself. ~
“The fence of his rear yard, as it hap-
pened, was a sort of central congregating
point for all the cats around. They used
to come here to rehearse thelr rts
and to give them, and here they came to
visit and to gossip and to fight; there ‘were
always lots of cats there. Upon this fence
Mr. Blinkington put a top rail of metal,
which he kept charged with a sufficiently
powerful current of electricity conveyed to
it from a dynamo set up in the basement
of his Bowse. Then he placed a belt car-
ried on pulleys, supported by the rear fence,
the belt running horizontally parallel with
that fence. Similarly placed, but at a lower
level along the side of the fence, was an-
other belt, which came into the rear win-
dow of Mr. Blinkington’s basement, where
it turned on a pulley set in the side of a
bin that was like a coal bin, but was really
Mr. Blinkington’s pelt bin. And that’s
really all there was to the machinery part
of it, except that it was automatic and 80
economical. The belts didn’t run unless
there was something on them. The upper
belt was so contrived that the weight of
a cat falling upon it would close an electric
current, and so turn on the power and set
botli belts in motion; and when there was
nothing on either of them they stopped.

“The cats would come along the neighbor-
hood fences and jump up from. the neigh-
borhood yards and come along yawping and
yowling until they struck the electrified sec-
tion of Mr. Blinkington’s fence top, and
then over they'd go to fall upon the belt
below. The minute they struck it that belt
would begin slowly to move. Carrying the
cat upon it along to the corner of the yard
where that end of the upper belt turped on
its pulley over ome end of the lower belt,
the one running along the gide of the yard.
At that corner the’ cat would be dropped
from the upper belt on ‘to the lower, and
carried along on shat to be dropped off into
the peltry bin in Mr. Blinkington’s cellar.

“Sometimes you'd see only a single cat
going along thus, gsometimes half a dozen,
all on one belt, or maybe seattered along
unevenly on the two, and I've known Mr.
Blinkington to take as many as eighty-two
cats in one night. The profit was not great,
and yet it was considerable, and here is
where his automotic machinery came in,
the saving In the cost of operation ylelding
a profit, where otherwise there must have
been a loss; for the furs thus gathered
pbrought him very little aplece.”

LOST CLOTHES AT BATH.

Brookiyn Man megeqr in ‘N_ew Suit

&

Brooklyn man w&) will ap-
all enit next Sunday, and
all because the delights of Father Nep-
tune’s domain were 8o-great last Sgnday
that he counld not resist the temptation of
taking a trip to Coney Island for a bath.
The bath was everything that could have
beén expected, and when the man_came
out of the water with a huge appetite, he
was ready to get 'into his c)othes in a
hurry and get home 'to dinner. But
there was a poser, for of the clothes
which he had left when he started fon
the beach not a. fragment remained but
a pair of shoes and a hat. That would
have been a cool and domfortable cos-
tume in connection with & bathing euit,
but not strictly according to gene
ideas of propriety, and it was not to be
thought of. Investigation tollowed.
Bvery precaution 'is taken in the bath-
ing house to prevent depredations of any
kind, and all clothes are put into lock-
ers. On this day the guard passed- an
open house, and seeing there a pair of
choes and no clothes, put them in a
house where there were clothes but no
shoes and hat. ‘To this place the clothes-
Jess young man was taken, He identified
hie hat and shoes, but utterly rejected
the shabby suit of blue serge and black
eweater in their company. Coney Island
is, fortunately, a place of resources, and
a messenger was sent out_for a suit_ of
clothes that could be worn temporarily,
and next Sunday the follower of - Nep-
tune will appear in a brand new fall
suit. bought with the restitution money
given for his lost apparel. That will not
pay, however, for the annoyance. Every
man carries his keye in his pockets, even
when he empties them of everything else.
This one could not get into his trunk
when he reached home, he had lost ‘his
house-door key, and Monday . morning,
when he reached hig office, there was a
hurry call sent out for the locksmith, for
no businese could be done until there
were keys to get into the desks.
For a*more unpleasant incident which/
occurred at the same place recently thére
was no redress for the victim. Three men,

in| supposedly friends, came in, took a room,

dressed for a bath, and went into the
water. One of them wae a German who
had just landed in this country, and in his
clothes he had 800 marks and a ticket to
Burope. After the three had been in the
water for a time, one came out, dressed
in the German’s clothes, and departed.
When the .others came to dress, the
thought it was a delightful ractical *
at first, but the man with the 800
sailed away, perhaps to Euron-
‘ticket and was heard from ne
is the way men manage *
differently. They have
fraud, but are looki"
rights.

There was ¢

Brighton las!
there the Sun:

tent as a residence for the commissi y
form the camp, which is in charge of
Provincial Constable Vickers. It is ex-
ted the work of the commission will
be completed in about ten days.
Provincial Mineralogist Robertson, who
came in with the party from Atlin, has
left on a tour of inspection of the dis-

trict.
et Qe
WATER SHUT OFF.

New Yorl;. Sept. 27.—The threatened
shut-down of the East New York and
Brooklyn distributing water main was
fulfilled this afternoon by order of the
department of water supply. About
100,000 people are affected by the shut-

school childrgn had also numerous exhi-
bits,
The police force of VYancouver are

down, but most of them will be able to

The quality Is the
by experi workmen.

fnvite yon to call and
tollet articles.

get water from street pedlars,

L Special shapes or lengths b
from us, and customers wijl receive them in two weeks' ti.

\ " Silk Elastic Ho.

CAN BE OBTAINED AT OUR .

best obtalpable. Silk and rubber L.
cun be

inspect our stork of drugs, sundrie.

Buyers here are satisfied.

CYRUS H. BOWES, (HEMIST,

Victoria, B. C.

difficulty of getting rooms on a hot day,
and decided that another time she would
get her room and take her bath in com-
fort. Her method of gettin around the
difficulty was simple—to take home her
bathroom key. That, she reasoned,
would prevent any one else from using
that room, and she would have it, wheth-
er she came late ‘or early, but, alas! The
best laid schemes o’ mice and women
gang aft a-gley.

Calm in the superior consciousness of
the comfort which her forethought would
give her, the matron sailed happily up
the stairs when ghe reached the bath-
house, without stopping in the line, as is
customary, to get a key, and proceeded
at once to her room. But the:g some-
thing strange had occurred. She had
not once thought of the possibility of the
bathhouse proprietors . getting another
key to that room. But that was exactly
what they had donme, and also let it.
Great waves of wrath and indignation
filled the woman’s breast. The surf out
side was as nothing to the wounded feel-
ings which rose within her. Then came
a feeling of savage joy. She had her
key, and the interloper would see what
would happen to her—the interloper wha
was then enjoying her pleasures, sporting
in the great deep.

She unlocked the door, stepped in, and
with one great sweep, took all the inter-
loper’s clothes and threw them into the
passageway, Dot omitting the diamond
}ewellry which the unwary one had care-
essly left there. Then she proceeded to
take possession of the room herself. The
bathhouse people had decided views about
this precipitate action, which they ex-
pressed, and matters were, from their
point of view, straightened out before
the owner of the diamonds appeared
again on the scene.

A favorite way of swindling in Brigh-
ton is by means of tickets. There, after
they are purchased, they must be punch-
ed hefore the possessor can enter the
bathhouse. They are given up at the
suit counter for suits and towels. But
the people ‘who do not get suits keep
their tickets, go in again and again on
them, hold their thumbs over the firet
hole while the second is punched, and
get in free. 'The people who believe the
ocean should be free)and the bathhouses
without price are npmerous.

ARTILLERY INSTRUCTION.

AR A e
School to Be Opened at Work Point
Barracks Next Week.

In connection with the school of artil-
lery instruction to be opened at Work
Point barracks next week, Lt.-Col. Gre.
gory, commanding the Fifth Regiment,
has issued the following order: .

“It is notified for the information of
all concerned that a school of artillery
instruction for officers, N, O. Co.s and
gunners will be held at Work Point bar-
racks, commencing on Wednesday, the
3rd October, at 2:30 p.m. The class
will meet on Wednesday and Saturday
afternoons and an evening of éach week,
until the course is ‘completed. :

“The class will be limited to 20; and
members of the class completing the
course and passing the examinations will
be granted a certificate and a bonus of
$30. OCar fare will be allowed to and
from the barracks.

“Any member of the Fifth Regiment

his name, to the acting adjutant, Capt.
Foulkes, at once.”

MOVING TO LADYSMITH.

of the New ;Eywn.

his new home, says the Columbian. :
ing his short stay in the new and fast
growing coal town acrose the Gulf, Mr,
Qliff got his tin shop and’ plumbing busi-
ness established, and, leaving his son in
charge, came back to wind up his af-
fairs here, Speaking of Ladysmith, Mr,
(Cliff said it was hard to eay what thae
present population is; it is increasing
every day. During the past few _weeks,
a good many houses have been built, and
as these are completed, the families for
whom they are erected arrive. A great
&al of building is still going on, and the
future occupants of the houses are now
living in tents, over a thousand . people

s

ral| probably now fivfng there under canvas.

Two hotels have. been completed, and in
each every room and bed is occupied.
Three more hotels are being erected, two
of which will be finished within the next
thirty days. Though the place is only
about four months old, it will not be
long before the census will show two
thousand people. There are geventy-five
children running about and no school for
them, but the matter has’ already been
taken up. A deputation which recently
waited on the government secured 2
monthly grant of $80, $60 of which is
for a teacher’s salary, and $20 for rent
of temporary premises. This is to keep
things going until next gession of the
legislature, when a grant has been prom-
ised sufficient to provide the town with
a gix-roomed school.

The harbor is a’ good one, and sinee
the coal company has commenced load-
ing ships and steamers there, the harber
is never deserted. The indications are
that Ladysmith will be a big town some
day, though it is to be hoped its ‘fame
will not rest on the same basis as ite
jllustrious namesake.
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THE VERDICT.

Text of the Finding of t*
Jury . in the Shannor

Vancouver, Sept. 2°
the full text of th
the-coroner’s ju~
enquiry into *

| who was

bicycle:
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desiring to take the course will forward |

Councillor ©. Cliff, of Burnaby, Speaks| A"

To Be Home .
Next Month
s AR -

Roberts Cables That Contingent
Will Reach Halifax on
October 24.

Dutch Government Sald to Be
WarnedAgainst Carrying|
« Krugers Gold.

From Our Own Correspondent.

Ottawa, Sept. 28.—The following mes-
sage from Lord Roberts, dated at Pre-
toria to-day, was received at the militia
department. this afternoon: “Idoko, with
the first portion of the Canadian regi-
ment, should reach Halifax about Octo-
ber 24. (Signed) Roberts.”

There is no steamer Idoko on the
Royal Navy list or registry of British
merchant shipping. It is thought that
the cable refers to the steamer Idaho,
4,100 tons, belonging to _the Wilson line,
ot Hull. ;

The inference from Eord Roberts’ mes.
sage is that the men wio were returning
would return direct to Halifax.

Another message received by the de-
partment to-day announces that Lieut.
8. P. Layborn, of the R. C. R., who has
been serving with the second battalion .
in South Africa, has been granted a com-
mission in the Lancers,

Pte. R. B. Campbell, also of the 2nd
Battalion, who joined from Nelson, B.C.,
has received a lieutenancy in the Duke of
Cornwall’s Light Infantry. y

London, Sept. 29.—Great Britain has
gent a note to the Dutch government, ac-
cording to a despatch from Amsterdam
to the Daily Mail, which contains &
warning that if Mr. Kruger is allowed
to carry bullion or state archives on
board the Dutch warship which is to
bring him to Hurope, it will be regarded
as a breach of neutrality on the part of
the Netherlands.

London, Sept, 28.—Lord Roberts re:
ports to the war office, under date of.
Pretoria, September 27, as follows:

“The Boers attacked a portion of
Page’s force at Pientaars River statiom
this morning., but were beaten off after:
three hours’ fighting.

“Buller occupied Masmac river and®
the eastern side of Burghers Pass on
September 26, after slight resistance.

“Heilbron, Reitz and Lindley have
been re-occupied.”

Reports have been received from Coli.
Otter, commanding the first Canadian.
contingent, Col. Drury, commanding the.
R. C. A., and Col. Evans, commanding.
the Second Battalion of Mounted Infans
try. ‘The strength of the firet contingent
is 685. Drury reports no serious illness.
among his force. Evans reports 167 men.
on parade, 119 sick and five missing,. out
of a total of 370. The etren f the-
First Battalion, C. M. R., to August 20,
was 129 of all ranks on parade, 130 sick:
and one missing, out of a total strength.
of 367. ‘The reports cover the unimpor-
tant periods during June, July and up to:

of “C” Battery, says

many of “our fellows will ever
any more. We have had nearly
of it now.”

B

MRE. MAXWBLL’S POSITION.

He Had to Agrée to the Labor Platform: '
Before He Was Chosen. 4

Vancouver, Sept. 28—At the request of’
a meeting of the Labor party held re-
cently, the Liberal Association consented
to allow 33 delegates to be present at
their nominating convention last mnight.
At the convention, the division @ showed
that the Liberals voted for Maxwell,
and the Labor delegates for Robert Mac~
pherson, and as the Liberals were in the
majority, George R. Maxwell was nom-
inated, and the Labor delegates agreed
to make Maxwell's nomination unani-
mous, vided the convention and M-
Maxwell agreed to their platform. ot
platform was agreed to and was
quently accepted in writing by
well, It is as follows:

1. That the distribution -
tary representation throv
minion be established -

a uniformly equitab’

2. Government -
services, which
opolies.

3. That
poses br
valuer

o




