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^ ^r* Higgins, from the Would 1 ^ roonired until the 1st of Aug- but in order that the question may ulti- nudienee. "I was there, and I, too, voted ust-v .*tie y^hoosT would meet either mately be mde-utood ^S?e™bodies
“W<m there*, th.t bed men TTieein. ” no, ’ we end of June or early in July, at Ottawa a^d at London. Mr. Cotton 

r.. ? «te was really no harry. Unless one did not Û0W these views—Mr. Cotton
f iu iJnfa the mistake of believing all that kne*> that he would carry this plan

eral laughter, “ and he riso presents ^ newspapers said, there did not ap- trough.

R@#J WÈÉsM &BS
smle for the eight nou , ^ ^ appropriations would not suffer, for in dollars to the Crow’s Nest Pass Coal
prrt™t-8n^e .h; J»-” such cases as public buildings destroyed Company. He held that it was out-

continuing ms remarss ^ respect or damaged by fire or other unforeseen regeous to give such lands for such a 
J? . “f1 I, t (L , Mr. Martin cause, or roads or bridges, the govern- little line of railway, and he had been 

,<ntieman would ment might at any time spend the re- met with the answer that a contract had 
„?Te. h” .gument than the quired moneys after first getting a been made and would have to be kept,
nf inmrt -dfy his withdrawal special warrant from the Lieutenant- He quite agreed that if the parting of
.... three alleged promt- Governor authorising the use of the re- these lands from the crown was in the

-odwell, Gregory and quired funds. All necessary money bond between the country and the cor- 
thooiïrhthmm • Æson, but not that of had therefore been provided and was poration interested it would have to be 
rmhlio nn.««r (aw or any other similar available until parliament should meet, redeemed, but he held that before con- 
leeder « a»—for objecting to him as There were no special circumstances in seating to the transfer being made, it
Well Mr “ government Why was it? reference to these matters that should was the duty of the government, and 
ririit ar ■ Bodwell was no doubt quite disturb the community. All was going more especially of himself as attomey- 
A« the -'ting in his own interest solely, along quite in the ordinary course. In general to see that all contract condi- 
;~8 ™ Chairman had said, past govern- the regime of the late government, it tions had been complied with on the 

jb of this province had made it a was true, Mr. Cotton (for he was the other side. There was no claim in 
PrF .ctice to give away to corporations on real leader of the then ruling party) equity; was there one in law? The 
’ -ome pretext or another large slices of had deliberately incurred obligations in company to which the lands had been 
the public domain—there were very few behalf of the country that he had had granted had never built a mile of the 
occasions in such transactions when Mr. no right to. Obligations amounting to road; the line had been run by the C. 
Bodwell had not been on hand as cotf- from $75,000 to $100,000 had been en- P. B. on a Dominion bonus; and Col. 
poration lawyer to see that the bargain tered into without authorization of Baker and his associates had got these 
was good and binding for hie clients, parliament, or even supply warrant, for immensely valuable coal lands without 
and incidentally pocket a fat fee for the Lieutenant-Governor had refused a dollar of investment. It was the 
Mr. Bodwell. And as there would be the latter unless an endorsetion of the duty of the government to see that be- 
fcw indeed of these fat checks for Mr. Attorney-General were attached, and fore an acre of these lands was parted 
Bodwell if the present government was such an endorsation the then Attorney- with, all conditions should have been 
returned, Mr. Bodwell did not want to General had declined to give. One con- carried out. 
see this occur. These three gentlemen— tract had been entered into in Victoria come to the conclusion that they had 
Bodwell, Gregory and Davis—had said with Mr. Drake for the remodelling of not been on the company’s part, and 
on formally withdrawing their support the court house interior at a price of therefore he had as attorney-general 
that it was because they disagreed with about $18,000; there had been no ap- advised the government that the Brit- 
the legislation of 1899 when he had propriation for this work—not a dollar ish Columbia Southern Railway Gom­
been attorney-general. What was this to pay Mr. Drake with. The contract pany was not entitled to one acre of 
objectionable legislation? for the Rossland court house of $40,000 the land in question. While thus ad-

The Turner government just before and that for building roads in Illecille- vising, he had suggested that an addi- 
its death had agreed to bonus Macken- waet, were in the same position. Under tional authoritative opinion should be 
zie & Mann at the rate of $4,000 a mile such circumstances what was the gov- secured, and tjie case had thereupon 
for building a road from the Coast to ernment to do? Mr. Drake was inno- been submitted to Mr. Christopher 
Kootenay; the government had then cent; the contractor for the Rossland Robinson and Mr. B. B. Osler, Q. C., 
proceeded to give this bonus, but in vio- court house was innocent The govern- of Toronto, who had quite agreed with 
lation of the statute, as Mackenzie & ment said that they considered that in his contention that the conditions had 
Mann had not agreed to build the road any case public faith must be kept not been complied with, and the Lieu- 
at all, but merely to do so on a condi- with these innocent contractors and tenant-Govemor-in-Council would not 
tien not mentioned in the statute—in innocent workmen. They had there- under the statute be permitted to give 
other words they were prepared to fore 'seen to it that the bills should be a crown grant. Of course it was pos- 
buiid provided they could get enough paid. sible that these eminent legal gentle-
money given them by the two govern- There was indeed no trouble anywhere, men were wrong; it certainly appeared 
ments to build the railway. The gov- and the election after the voters’ list re- that they had been, for had not Mr. 
ernment of which he had at that time vision, would come on quite soon enough Bodwell—to whom Mr. Cotton had 
been a member announced that in view in its time—too soon for the raving, em- appealed from them, said that they 
of this violation of the statute, it in- bryo statesmen, and a stable practical, were? What the government should 
tended to abrogate the agreement, and people’s government would be the re- have done was to have refused to give 
at once took steps to do so, seeing no suit. He did not think there could be up the lands, the heritage of the people, 
advantage in the railway proposed un- any question but that if time were taken until the company’s right thereto had 
less assurance were obtained that it a more unbiassed and unprejudiced vote been established before the highest 
would be an actual competitor with the would be secured. He was glad to see tribunal in the land. Mr. Cotton had 
C. P. R., and a road for the benefit of that Mr. Charles Wilson, who had been made no attempt to meet this argument; 
the people of British Columbia. As elected leader of the Conservatives, and he had merely charged that in stating 
soon as Mackenzie & Mann heard of who would be the next provincial prem- the case to Messrs. Robinson and 
this government decision, they at once 1er if the present government met defeat, Osier, he (Mr. Martin) had not referred 
took steps to protect their own inter- agreed with him that the voters’ lists to two points, which, looking into since, 
ests, employing the three supposedly should be revised, and time taken for the he did not see to have any bearing on 
most prominent lawyers among the election; no harm could result, and ft the issue; in any event the points in 
Liberals, who in their behalf fairly would afford Mr. Wilson and his sup- question could not have justified Mr. 
lived at the legislature night and day porters and himself (Mr; Martin) and his Cotton in going further than to trans- 
while the matter was on, button-holing supporters, time in which to hold meet- nut the additional information to the 
and lobbying until the members longed ings, get acquainted throughout the var- Eastern members of the bar consulted, 
to kick them out if there was no rule ious districts, and generally present the and ask them if it affected their opinion, 
of parliament to protect from the law- issues and secure a reliable judgment of Soon after he had been asked to leave 
yers’ insistent attacks. Of course, these the people between the two parties. the government Messrs. Jaffray and Cox
gentlemen were not there in the lob- As for his being a government-wrecket, appeared on the scene, and threatened 
bies for the public good; they were Hon. Mr. Martin dwelt with apparent Mr. Cotton with the puny threat that they 
there, as they had a right to be under pride upon his connection with politics In would close down their mine (not on the 
the present law (although he would en- Manitoba and denied that he had done property in question at all) and so throw 
deavor to have it changed for the future otherwise than strengthen the govern- the smelters out of work by cutting off 
exclusion of such lobbyists) to represent ment there, of which he had been a mem- the fuel supply. Of course it did not 
their clients for the dollars and cents— ber. When in opposition he believed it strike Mr. Cotton that Mr. Dunsmuir 
no one knew how much money Macken- to be his duty to do all in his power to might then sell the smelters coke again 
zie & Mann had spent with them. turn out the government—that was what as he had before- the Femie mine had 

But was this to be accepted as good he was elected for. He had always con- opened up. He was quite ready to take 
reason, in the view of the public, for sidered it his right, privilege and duty the huge bluff, and there were transfer- 
Mr. Bodwell’s statement that he (Mr. to light as hard as possible for his own rcdto the company 200,000 acres of coal 
Martin) would not run straight, and side. When he had opposed Mr. Nor- Jsnds, of which Elias Rogers, the expert, 
consequently should not be supported? quay’s government, he recalled that he m their report said there were at least 
When Messrs. Bodwell, Gregory and had had a leading place in the govern- *en thousand million of tons.
Davis had withdrawn their support and meat’s funeral when it came. The same ormous proportions of the gift might be 
from such a cause, he certainly had applied to the three-weeks’-old govern- grasped when it was recalled that three 
felt relieved; he had felt that he could ment of Dr. Harrison; then he recalled hundred million tons per year made up 
well afford to lose them in anticipation with pleasure that he had had something the world’s coal output, while at so in- 
of the support the government must re- to do with the political decease of Sir finitely low rate as one cent per ton in 
ceive from the mass of the people in Charles Tupper at Ottawa; and coming the mine the coal thus given away war 
standing out against such deals as that to British Columbia he had been in at worth $100,000,000—or at 10 cents a ton, 
of Mackenzie & Mann, of which Messrs, the death of his distinguished friend, $1,000.000,000—which if retained to the 
Bodwell et al. had been the lobby cham- Mr. Turner. He was equally proud to province would have been sufficient to 
pions. He was proud of the reasons have assisted at the obsequies of his late Uln the .country without a cent of taxa- 
that had induced these three gentlemen colleague Mr. Semi in. As would be re- tion, build railways, open up new fields, 
to go back on him; and if this govern- membered he had not voluntarily left a°d generally advance the province to her 
ment of to-day were successful at thq that government—he had been expelTed proper place in the Imperial scheme, 
polls, he would say that neither Macken- from that government. He had been a d“e give-aways of the other British 
zie & Mann nor anyone else would member of two governments—perhaps he Columbia governments had been re- 
have reason to fee Liberal lawyers in should say three, although the present ferred to by the Chairman; there was 
order to get improper favors from a government did not deserve to be men- nothing among them or in their total 
Liberal government. tioned. He believed the Greenway gov- t0 equal this gift of the Semlin govern-

Col. Gregory had another, and quite ernment had been stronger and better ™e™t s. The press of the country, the 
personal, account for opposition. He because of his presence in it. As for the rimes and the Colonist, had grievously 
(Mr. Martin) had employed the Colonel Semlin ministry, when he had béen kick- their duty in not seeing to it
to do certain professional work for the ed out in August last it was stronger and ™at the people understood the full sig- 
govemment, and when the bill had more established than it had ever been, nmcance of this gigantic give-away 
come in he had been obliged, as exces- No one could say he had wrecked that fte proposed that the people should 
sive charges had been made, much government by leaving it—because he *“°w or it, and he would travel the 
against his feelings, to cut it down to hadn’t left it, being kicked out. With- d°u“try and tell them of it He had 

Of course it was out him, however, that government had f™. °VvsE£Per here—and unfortunately 
grown weaker and weaker until that fate Dnt tae World in Vancouver—but there 
ful Friday last month when it, too, pass- ^ere other ways of informing the 
ed away. Hie opposition to the late gov- P?°P|e- Again Hon. Mr. Martin paid 
ernment had been charged to personal fv8 compliments to the press, intimating 
pique. It was not. His rejection from IPat a“ newspapers were controlled by 
the cabinet had been Aue to the fact that Power of the capitalists and arrayed 
he was determined to stand by the policy , ™e rights of the workers,
and pledges of the party; neither Mr. ,nt“® fe‘?c,to”' he contended, were more 
Cotton nor Mr. Semlin were anxious so „tnow,n8 what the government
to do, and they well knew that so long as „n t0 “° than in a discussion of the
he remained in the cabinet there would ae to whether he was a bad man.
be no going back on pledges. Two chief „?°?,ents ,had devoted considerable
issues presented themselves, the disal- n„_ h.? that the Llentenant-Oover- 
lowance of the Asiatic labor legislation -, th d 9* ™ ln the wrong man, but none 
being the first. His contention had been ort ,®m suggested who should be call- 
that this legislation should be re-enacted, eould quite understand why
and this was still his view. (Applause.) shonia h=„lî0!L8”gge,'it ,wi10 they thought 
He had for thus going contra to the fed- to a. have been called, being too modest 
eral authorities been taken to task by ,, “• „ He,.,had been denounced round-
certain of the machine Liberals; in this statesmen*nîS?h«g 9<>T °' ‘he prominent 
connection he would say that while a ernment tw.*! i“Ce i° n hla *°T"loyal Liberal he was only a Liberal when thê^mJ™ 77 deedg°e1l$'-
the Liberal policy was what he conceived ,hem«iveB ln I Placed
to be best for Canada and for British sible him tô Lê VsL ïi * lt,!mJ>oa- 
Columbia. British Columbia already saw an insult to the rILe.-. haTe
Japanese'were remind”'“hund^ds Ind wnHTtoe^caT6 °t îh* °”e

n,ris tecsM.'SE, s-r
Liberals of Eastern Canada could not be „ e an ol[.er'expected to see this Oriental labor pro£ what thTwere dofi n It ÏÏ” 
lem as we to British Columbia saw it. It tunate oreurtence th«'th« £»d re»M £
te, tî!0a“!c.n,ecTary ft Brit£h t0 without a thought! oTe or tto mlght 

®prsiatenJJy point out the have considered It a splendid Idea at the 
^““jhiOb *“d Imperial time, but he was convinced they were aft 

governments. If It should be that he sorry for it now
was returned to power as the leader Of The people of the country, he believed 
•?. l-ubersl government of British Colum- were iripe for a new deal. The Colonist
th?s >esneetdel«°b h’S p9licy ln had been clamoring for It and he proposed

l¥l of Ottawa to give it to'them. They were shooting for t0 would 'Stand a progressive policy, and this he had prj 
tW8 8maU but deurptov- -Rented to them ln his platform. No one 

,ca8t his 16t. Mr. ‘had said the 'policy outlined there was not 
this question had been a Degressive one.

antotOniStS -totoe ta.ke. san?, a?tjon ,Mr- Martin then took np his platform
tn fr1cSdlv vSaKA«Ittî^l!aTT-€w looking clause by clause, commenting on them as he 
lv T '"dth Japan. Sure- passed. The proposal to do away with the

however, the 'people of British Cbl- necessity of a candidate for legislative hon- 
hrinl ^jbjÇCts had a right to ors depositing $200 with his nomination

*“^.before the people of papers, the Premier said, was a proposal 
Empire thia in the interest of 'the poor man, not for 

question which m toe West is one of the benefit of the rich, 
ure and death. The Imperial government grants that had been made to the rich 
Jn bnce recognizing the facts would be would never have passed If 'men*withont 
„„ if8.1 t0 deeire to sacrifice so fair and riches but with intelligence had been in 
promising a province as British Colum- the legislature.

tae a*t°r °* Britiah-J apanese The clause referring to the adoption of
nr?-!   .... , .. the Torrens system of registration was
Having faith in the fairness of Brit- passed without comment, and the sneaker 

ain, he would iwopose, as premier of passed to the redistribution plank, Splaln- 
this province, to re-enact the Asiatic lug that he had only agreed to vote for 
legislation, not in antagonism to toe the Semlin redistribution bill on the nnder- 
Domimon or the Imperial government, standing that the clause to gerrymander

ought to be in that position) appeared 
to be that His Honor the Lieutenant- 
Governor should have selected him (Mr. 
Martin) as premier. The chief reason 
actuating a majority of these gentlemen 
was doubtless their belief that His 
Honor should have chosen them. One 
of toe leading gentlemen at this meet­
ing, one who he believed had had much 
to do with getting it up, and one who 
aspired to be regarded as a statesman 
as well as a worker at his ordinary 
vocation, was Mr. C. H. Lugrin. This 
gentleman was editor of the Colonist, 
and having read the reports of _ that 
paper and sometimes the editorials— 
when they were not too long and did 
not aim at toe elucidation of constitu­
tional law—he had come to the conclu­
sion that Mr. C. H. Lugrin was con­
sumed with the idea that the Lieuten­
ant-Governor had been fatally blind to 
overlooking Mr. C. H. Lugrin, the real 
and only fit man for the position of pre­
mier of British Columbia. The said 
gentleman, Mr. C. H. Lugrin, saw con­
stantly spread across the heavens w 
the largest of capital letters, C. H. 
Lugrin, Premier of British Columbia. 
The strangeness of it was that no one 
else could see the name so written out; 
but a great deal of Mr. Lugrto’s anx­
iety to regard to toe terrible position ^ 
into which British Columbia had be m 
thrown could easily be traced to Mr 
C. H. Lugrto’s belief that if the Lieu­
tenant-Governor had only seen +i5n—, 
as he (Mr. Lugrin) saw them. WOuld 
have been well. And there Were 
others like Mr. Jjugri ^—they eacti 
thought the Lieutenant- «jovernor, if he 
did his duty, would c^ on toem. He 

catering to nor neglecting the rights of did not except hitr ^if . he had also 
the workers. He would present the come to the conc>n8jon gome time ago 
“ dangerous man—Hon. Joseph Mar that the best thing the Lieutenant- 
tin.” Governor couivi do would be to call him

After the usual preliminary exprès- “J- otd/ difference, however, be-
sions of pleasure at meeting so repre- tween himself and Mr. C. H. Lugrin, 
sentative an audience, Hon. Mr. Martin ?c anf other of toe long list, was that 
voiced his satisfaction at securing op- >e had found one other gentleman who 
portunity in which he would endeavor} agreed with him, and that other gentle- 
to remove what appeared to be a gen- “a“ belng «m Lieutenant-Governor he 
eral misapprehension both to the city of bad succeeded while the others had 
Victoria and outside as to affaire politi- failed- A great> great deal of this kill- 
eal. There was, it appeared, as the Martin cry arose from the fact that H.s 
Chairman had saM, a class in the com Honor had made this terrible mistake
munity whose politics at present had of selection. __...
ceased to be those of Liberalism or oft . As for. MJ^Lafnn’,.?e bell57^1„tbat 
Conservatism, but who asserted that be was‘Q federa'po !t,d8 »
for the snfetir of British Columbia all t,Te- 11 waa d,ffleul‘ t0 8ay 
differences of opinion should be dropped newspaper man was, for, like lawyers, 
and all classes unite for the annihila- they were apt to place toeir talents at 
tion of this dangerous man-himself. ‘he disposal of their papers or clients 
If this were so there must be some and thought it quite within honor so to 
cogent reason for such renunciation of d«- ,He understood, however, that Mr

sir ~ ssïTÆssrrfw Ss
s‘hS,^^îL:l,.,ïteS s h, w„M » «s
Jefine'l^he nrn^s^d tolieaf11 aMe *° Taking first Mr. E. V. Bodwell, Q.C., 
define it, he proposed to deal. far =g he could understand from the

It would be remembered by all, for somewhat vague and confusing news- 
one instance, that a short time ago a paper report, Mr. Bodwell regarded him 
gentleman promment m the politics of as dangerous and undeserving of con- 

Luau urn vwnn. Eastern Canada came here, as^fidence because he had introduced and
It was a review of old politics and himself done, to make his home and carried through toe eight-hour law. But 

wordy declarations—how had it not practise his profession of the Jaw. This waB this the reason? This was the rea-
for the carrying out of the contract wito new-comer had promptly entered politics son put forWard, too, by toe deputation 
the Crowds Nest Pass Coal Co P y, and had at once laid down the principle Victoria business men who had later 
British Columbia would have been en- that toe affairs of the wovince should walted on His Honor, pressing for an 
abled under him to carry on » be run on party immediate electron—of course these^gen-

railways, develop the country was Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper, and tlemen had no connection wito politics! 
every way, without taxation or cost tor the reason for his advocacy of party Doutbless they neTer even voted! Of 
fiifty years to come-how aj' opp«nt«>n lines was that the Conservative Party course it was rather peculiar to blame 
to him must be dictated s<de*$\ should get control of the province, and aione f0r the eight-hour law, for it
sonel greed or misplaced ani^ition—a using this lever succeed m reinstating wag paased by a house of thirty-eight, 
how the workingmen, his friends, can the Conservatives m the Dominion an(j none ^ the other members had 
Tally to hia banner because he alone wa house at the next general contest, 0r voted nay. Wat it, however,
brave enough and true enough aad *?ya With such a proposition he (Mr. Martin) tor the eight-hour law that he was to 
enough to British Columbia to stand as had no sympathy. He was quite to be condemned? Mr. Bodwell had been 
their champion agamst the tyrannies of favor of party lines, but for reason* ,n legislature practically all the time
Ca^he'matter of Mr Martin’s spe^h may M?fconMr atXt pro-
be easily condensed—he endeavored t time had been based. He had con fessional business; yet no word of pro- 
introduce himself as leader of a Liberal tended then, and be contended still, test bad been heard from Mr. Bodwell 
party in a party fight; he endeavored to that the affairs of the province should t that
advance reasons for a postponement of not be allowed to trench upon the juris- ..j wU, te’„ a little later what it
the elections until the limit of time for diction of the Dominion, and vice versa, j th t fretine- Mr Bodwell »» said whichmone, may be made available for To bring British Columbia under Con- Mfrtin?em“oran^Taying this
expenditure without consent -of pariia- servative local government in order to eentleman on tht sbeif ment, and he presented himself as The assist Sir Hibbert’s respected father g ^ {or toe business" men’s delegation 
Government, not the First Minister or into power at Ottawa was not tor the waiting on the Governor, he note! that 
Leader or Spokesman thereof. It was advantage of British Columbia in any most prominent gentlemen upon
Joseph Martin against all others—and way. it were Mr. D. R. Ker and Mr. A. C.
all others worthy only of contempt. But quite recently Sir Charles Hib- Flumerfelt. He had thought that it was

* * * , . bert Tupper had seen fit to abandon purely a business men’s delegation, but
Mr. Martin imparted one piece of vain- tbig ground. It was now suggested be found on looking into the matter that 

able information—that toe elections will that an alliance had been formed be- Mr. D. R. Ker and Mr. A. C. Flumer- 
be held about the 15th of June, toe leg- tween Sir Charles Hibbert Tapper, as felt had -been delegates not so very long 
islature to meet early to July. representing the Conservatives of the ago ‘ to the Conservative convention at

“I suppose you are all aware of. what province, and Mr. E. P. Davis, Q. C., Westminster. And what had this con- 
yon have come here for,” said Chairman 0f Vancouver, as representing the Lib- vention in its platform had to say a-bont 
Wilson, in introducing toe proceedings erals, supposedly, for the purpose of this terrible eight-hour law? Practically 
with a twenty-minute address of de- downing this awful man Martin, that toe Liberal-Conservative party sym- 
sultory nature. “Yon ate to be address- when this proposition was discussed by patoized with the principle of that-law. 
ed by a gentleman of some ‘notoriety, these two gentlemen, each thought no But of course Mr. D. R. Ker and Mr. 
who to certain parts of Canada has been doubt that he carried his party in his A. C. Flumerfelt were not present then 
called the tornado of politics. (Laugh- pocket. They Were quite content to as business men—they were then Liberal- 
ter and a smile from Mr. Martin.) Near- settle the whole matter for the people Conservatives! In fact it seemed that 
er home he has been called the Zulu of 0f British Columbia. But there was a they were veritable Jekyll and Hyde 
politics. (More laughter.) The Zulus, I question for the people themselves to characters.
may say, are a sturdy, brave class of ask. What afterwards? What was a voice from the audience corrected the 
men who have made many of our race the proposed government expected and speaker—Mr. Flumerfelt had not attend- 
euffer, but who are now on our tide, bound to do after it had downed thia ad toe convention in question at all. 
which makes it all right of course, dangerous man? Sir Charles Hibbert Hon. Mr. Martin denied that he had 
(Laughter renewed.) Tupper was of course ready with an said he did—lie had been elected a dele-

Proceedtog, Mr. Wilson referred to answer. The elected representatives of gate to that convention, and that he had 
the fact that the present Premier had the people would meet in parliament— not repudiated toe plank in question 
been classed a dangerous man, of whom they would join together and rid the showed that he was in sympathy 
British Columbia should beware. He country of Joseph Martin—then if the with—of course as toe poltical Dr. Jekyll, 
had also been pointed to as establishing Conservatives were found to be in a not as toe business man Mr. Hyde. Mr 
for the province a one-man government, majority, a Conservative government Ker was to the same dual position, ap- 
This would, however, be no novelty, for would be formed, and the Liberals proving aa a politician what he (as a 
the successive ministries of British Col- would constitute the opposition. If, business man) bent the knee to toe 
umbia could all be so entitled—the Smitoe however, the Liberals showed toem- Lieutenant-Governor in imploring thia 
government, toe A. E. B. Davie govern- selves smarter in the placing of candi- horrible man Martin should be turned 
ment, the John Robson government, the dates in toe field, the Conservative out for introducing. While he wae not 
Theodore Davie government, toe Turner members would be found standing by prepared to say that he agreed with too 
government, each of which had shown a toe Liberal provincial government to eight-hour law implicitly as it now stood, 
great facility for letting toe province keep Sir Charles Tapper senior to oppo- be (Mr. Martin) wished to go on record 
run itself, while the public domain was sition. as unqualifiedly of opinion that to toe
given into the hands of capitalists. The mere statement of this unholy underground workings of the mines of

The Turner government, said Mr. alliance showed insincerity. But let it gold or silver or coal, eight hours a day’s 
Wilson, had lived for a time by dang- be asked what was to he the platform labor was all that could reasonably be 
ling impossible railway schemes before of these gentlemen if they were success- asked of any man. What he especially 
the people, and had then expired; the ful—they were agreed that the present decried, however, was that these men 
Semlin government had passed away government’s success was not to be who howled hypocritically for a business 
because it could no longer control the thought of. Before sitting down, he men’s government, as soon as they got 
house; and now came toe Martin proposed to state the definite platform; »a toe threshold of politics were-them- 
govemment, which he thought would on which this government sought toe selves just as bad as any of the politi- 
compare favorably with any of its pre- confidence of the people, and he would: ciafis. This business men’s delegation if 
decessors. Its first actions were cfer- ask, if this platform were swept away,' it meant anything (which he doubted 
tatoly such as should commend it, for what Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper and! theant forcing an immediate election in 
on coming into power it had been Mr. E. P. Davis, Q. C., were ready to; order that by getting the Conservatives 
prompt, on finding a certain great com- put forward in substitution. On the in power the country might be rid of this 
pany with stolen property to its posses- threshold of his remarks he would say monstrous incubus of toe eight-hour law, 
tion, to dispossess that company of the that he quite expected to the coming ln proof that the law was not working 
spoil wrested from the public domain. contest to have against him all the the damage claimed, he pointed to toe 

The hope of the people as he inter- great corporations and the newspaper pronouncement of the Liberal-Conserva- 
preted it was to have as soon as pos- press, which was not to this province tives of Kootenay, who were united on 
sible a stable and honest government owned or controlled by the mass of the absolute necessity of expelling Mar- 
of toe people, by the people and for the the electors. Fortunately he did not tin but carefully dodged condemnation 
people, and this he thought would soon look for or expect encouragement from of the eight-hoar law. He charged that 
be obtained. It would be, too, such a the newspaper press, bat from toe their resolution on this subject was trash 
government as would be accessible to ranks of the common people. (Ap- and clap-trap of toe cheapest hind An 
the common man as well as the capital- planse.) The Colonist had been per- a fact the outcry against the eight-hour 
ist, and one that would give the humble sistent in opposition to him; the Times law had no decent foundation in fact He 
citizen consideration as well as the man had declared that it was not controlled had rated for the -law believing it to he 
of wealth and influence. In calling by any corporation, and he therefore good for the people, and on occasion aris- 
npon Mr. Martin he was not introducing could not see why <he constituents to tog he would again vote to have the law 
one who was a stranger. Mr Martin whom the Times appealed would not retained. In the meawhile he was alone 
had now served a year to the legis- have not much preferred to see that gone after for its existence. Why not 
lature. All that he had done there paper taking a firm stand for toe prin- go after toe other thirty-seven who as- 
would Possibly not bear very close ciples enunciated in his platform. stated in its passage? How about Mr.
scrutiny—(hearty laughter)—but then To refer first of all to the recent meet- Turner?
Who was there who could bear scrutiny mg at the Philharmonic hall that was “He wasn’t tfiere,” «aid a voice to the 
on all hie acts? Mr. Martin had been called to denounce the Lieutenant-Gov- rear of toe hall
arraigned on account of the eight-hour emor and himself—he had read the re- “Did he take the first Opportunity on
law and of the alien bill, yet wherein ports with care In order if possible to returning to toe house,'to place bis Opsosi- 
was he more responsible f-r these pieces discover the evidence on which it had- tion on record?’ asked Hdb. Mr. Martin 
of legislation than were toe othere who been decided that the annihilation of - “How about the others? How about 
had sat m the legislature with him, and that bad man ‘Martin must he brought; Mr. Helmcken? How About‘Mr. Hall ?’ 
also assisted in the passage of these about. The complaints did not seem; “He wasn’t there "either,” -«aid Mr
statutes Mr. Martin came before very lucidly presented, but ,'le Would1 Hall fromtoe'ldistaece.
British Columbians aa toe Brat leader of endeavor to deal with them. The tore. “Well, it seems " said Hon. Mi M»,
a government that had dared to) inter- great thing that -seemed to bother topee' tin, “that there1 Catoot have been ativfere with the unjust prerogatives oT gentlemen prominently before t&etpub-i one there but that internal mauM^rttoT” 
the "select classes," while otitiier ,ntc at the time '(or V?ho thought they,, (Ltiu^hter.)

the Nanaimo constituencies was struck ont. 
This the government refused to do and he 
voted agalnat the bill. Subsequently be 
learned that Messrs. Semlin and Turner 
were negotiating for a coalition, so that If 
the Semlin government had not been defeat­
ed on the redistribution bill they would 
still have been In power, and he, Mr Hlg 
gins and a few others would have found 
themselves an Insignificant opposition. The 
redistribution bill would have been dropped 
and the valuable legislation passed-during 
the session of 1899 repealed. s

Mr. Martin passed briefly over the planks 
dealing with log scaling, the re-enactment 
of anti-Chinese and Japanese legislation 
inspection of buildings and works, and thé 
enactment of legislation to restrict the 
employment of Asiatic labor, stating in 
connection with the last named plank that 
the government would take a Arm stand 
gJÏ* lnte,re8t of the people. As for the 
eight-hour law, he was in favor of enforcing 
it as it stood. In a letter Mr. C. H. Mack­
intosh had said that the government had 
no alternative but to enforce It. Tills was 
wrong. No Information could be laid with- 
out the consent of the inspector of mines, 
and he acted under instruction from the 
minister of mines. Mr. Gordon Hunter 
had suggested that the penalty clauses 
should be struck out. This was an 
Ity. A man e*«ht as wel, say stealing 
was a terrible thing, but there should be 
no punishment for It. Hon. Mr. Curtis 
was making an Inquiry as to the working 
of the law, and he eoold be depended upon 
to get all the Information available. As a 
general principle he waa not In favor of 
the initiative and referendum, but the eight- 
hour law, he believed, was a question that 
the people should pass upon if It was not 
settled before the general election. Several 
petitions had been sent to the legislature 
by both sides, but he believed the majority 
were ln favor of allowing the law to stand 
Personally he favored the law being left as 
It was, but he would of course subordinate 
bis personal opinion to that of the elector­
ate.

In regard to the elections, he stated that 
they would be held on or about June 15, 
and at the same time that the date" of the 
elections were announced the legislature 
would be called together for some date 
early in July, just as early as arrange­
ments could be made to have the writs re­
turned.

Going back to his platform, the speaker 
said that the government proposed to as­
sist the prospectors to open up the 
try. Heretofore this work had been left 
entirely to the prospectors. His Idea 
to send ont competent men to make
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(From Wednesday’s Daily Edition.) 
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discredit Hon.! which is to maintain or 
Joseph Martin to the political leadership 
of British Columbia was fired by that 
gentleman at the A.O.U.W. hall last 
evening, as many as that gathering place 
would hold assembling, with a sprinkling 
of womenfolk. Mr. Alexander Wilson 
was chairman and half-heartedly espous­
ed Mr. Martin's cause in an opening 
speech that was eminently characteristic; 
while Hon J. S. Yates, Mr. Donald 
Fraser, Mr. Noot, Mr. John Macmillan, 
Mr. Alexander Begg, and a -few

in the front rows of toe 
chairman and the

i

friends were
auditorium. ,
psrs,t1„'K ,d.
dress, it may be said that it could not but 
disappoint those who have toarned to ad­
mire his general readiness in debaJe- 
was not a speech that appealed to toe 
sound sense, of an electorate; it was not 
r clear presentation of public questions 
and a remedy for public grievances. It 
was chiefly and almost altogether « bom- 
bmrtic appeal to class prejudice-an; edi­
fication of Joseph Martin and a blacken fng of all others who dared to discuss 
public affairs from a standpoint other

H
The was

al survey of the country, who would be of 
great assistance to the men who in the past 
have led the way.

The next plank was the one referring to 
the borrowing of money for roads, trails, 
and bridges and the Imposition of addi­
tional taxation to pay the Interest and 
sinking fund. The revenue of the province 
at present just allowed sufficient to repair 
roads, trails and bridges, leaving nothing 
for new ones. Some argued that by open­
ing np new districts more revenue was de­
rived, but there was also more expense, 
so really there was no profit. It was the 
intention of the government to make both 
ends meet with the general revenue and 
expenditure, but more money had to be 
obtained for new works, and It was the 
duty of the government to say how that 
money was to be obtained. He should 
borrow the money and put on extra taxa­
tion to pay the interest and sinking fund. 
If they did not do this the province would 
soon be bankrupt. If any man believed 
that another government could do the work 
in any other way he was being buncoed, as 
Mr. Cotton was by Messrs. Jaffray & Cox. 
Under his proposed system there would be- 
lots of money with which to do the work 
In a scientific way, men being sent out to 
lay It ont. The policy of the past was to- 
send money to the government agent, who 
knew nothing about road building, and he 
employed government supporters to do the 
work. A competent man would find out 
where a road was most required, and build 
It ln the most economical manner. He had; 
been told that there were seven different 
roads between 160-Mlle House and Ques- 
nelle, and the expense of keeping them in, 
repair would build a good road. These dif­
ferent roads were built to give different 
men roads to their doors.

Another plank was to keep the ordinary- 
expenditure within the ordinary revenue. 
If the policy of the Turner government, 
which meant a deficit of between $500,000' 
and $600,000 a year, was continued the prov­
ince would soon be ln a state of bank­
ruptcy. If the province kept square the 
credit would improve and they would be 
able to borrow untold millions.

One of the most important planks was. 
the government construction and operation, 
of railways, particularly of the Coast anti- 
Kootenay line. Instead of crying “down: 
Martin," he thought the business 
should have spent some time discussing the 
merits of the scheme. It would certainly 
benefit the wholesale merchants of Vic­
toria and Vancouver, but when somebody 
had suggested at a meeting of the board; 
of trade that the Coast-Kootenay railway 
was something that the people had been, 
crying out for, he was jumped on and ask­
ed whether he would support “Martin.” 
He would Hke to ask some of those who- 
spoke against the scheme whether they did 
not consider It a good one. The wholesalers- 
of Vancouver endorsed the railway plank 
of his platform. But Victoria was a pe­
culiar place. He was told that the whole­
salers were afraid of the C. P. R„ fearing 
that If they said anything against that 
corporation the privileges that had been, 
given them on the sly would be taken away.. 
A year or so ago toe Victoria board of 
trade had passed a resolution for the C. P. 
R. opposing the Corbin charter, and It was 
the means of killing the bill ln the Dom­
inion house. Later toe merchants or the 
Boundary district threatened to buy their ■ 
goods somewhere else, and the board of 
trade passed a directly opposite 
tion, bnt It was then too late. He would 
not waste time trying to convince such 
men, bnt .believed that the people of the 
Coast and of toe Interior, were prepared 
to look at his railway policy from a busi­
ness standpoint. Kootenay was the natural 
market for goods from the Coast. Nothing 
could be grown there, and goods had to be 
brought in from somewhere. The policy 
of thé C. P. R. was to force this trade to 
the Northwest and Manitoba. No agri­
cultural products froip British Columbia 
were seen ln Kootenay, but everywhere 
was to be found Manitoba batter and eggs 
and Northwest beef. It was the duty of 
the government to conserve this trade for 
the people of British Colombia. The Coast 
merchants could get staple goods by sail­
ing ship at a very low rate, bat were handi­
capped In sending them to Kootenay on ac­
count of the high rates and roundabout 
route. Mr. Turner bad proposed to subsi­
dise a railway, but no dependence could 
he placed on this, as It was necessary to 
have a railway run in the Interest of the 
people, anti not by any company. There 
wak only one power to cope with the C. P. 
R., and tout waa the government. Senator 
Templeman went into hysterica in his pa­
per when the government ownership of 
railways was mentioned and the Colonist 
was also kicking against It. He felt com­
plimented *t this, as It looked as though 
they "believed that be intended to do what 
he said he would..;The Liberal Association 
bad at their convention, at New Westmin­
ster passed a plank In their platform en­
dorsing the government ownership of rail­
ways, and the Conservative# had done 
likewise, simply because the people that 
■would be affecte* didn’t take any stock 
in the -declarations. But her them squeal 
when he came along and proposed It, be­
cause they knew tie would carry It eût.

i:-

build
:

'i

E
The en-

men

;>

the proper figure, 
painful for him to do, and perhaps many 
other politicians in dealing with friends 
would have acted otherwise—bnt 
(though doubtless few would believe it) 
he found himself troubled wito a con­
science. (Laughter.) It was a fact. 
And in view of toe pangs of conscience 
he had been compelled to cut down the 
Colonel’s bill to what he knew the ser­
vice to be worth—or rather a little more 
than it was worth. And since then he 
and toe Colonel had been barely on 
speaking terms.

With respect to the demand fdt an 
immediate election, all would agree to 
the proposition that under the peculiar 
circumstances — the Governor having 
been obliged to call on an individual 
without a following in the house—that 
individual should appeal to the people 
for endorsation at the first opportunity. 
He had only accepted toe task of form­
ing a government on this understanding 
that an immediate appeal to the country 
would be granted. But . there now 
appeared a sound reason why toe elec­
tion should be delayed a little longer 
than ordinarily—because bringing the 
elections on now would mean the neces­
sary use of the old voters’ lists, and 
this would mean disfranchisement of 
many. In South Bast Kootenay <606 
names had recently been added to the 

, list, and in other new mining districts 
equally large numbers of Voters had 
lately qualified by -six months’ resi­
dence. Three hundred names had "been 
added quite lately at Grand Forks, and 
in Vancouver City 1.100 since Novem­
ber last. Under such circumstances 
the government could not be ’held to be 
acting unfairly in delaying the élections 
until a complete revision of toe lists 
could be secured—that revision would 
take place on the 7th day of May. In 
the meanwhile it was quite incorrect to 
say that affairs would havè to be car­
ried on by use of the special warrant. 
It was true no supplies had been vpteti 
beyond, the end ef the fiscal year—hilt 
it had been apparently overlooked that 
all Supplies necessary fdr good "govern­
ment had been 'voted and Were avail­
able’Until the end of Jn«e"Hèit. It had 
been pointed Out In His Honor’s'proro­
gation Speech (which he understood ' he 
alone heard) that It would be "necessary 
to have a special session in order to 
carry on business on and after the 1st 
of July. This pledge still held good. 
Supplies to the natural .course would'be 
exhausted at toe end of Jtine.' yet it was 
the custom of the government to pay 
salaries and accounts at the close of 
the month, so that in reality no money
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Names of W. H. Keary a 
McQueen Mentioned 

Vacant Portfolios,

Former Out of the Que 
Report as to Latter Ma 

True.

were busy cabineThe. public 
yesterday, but, like Premier 
efforts, nothing of a tangibi 

brought forth. The arrivi 
W. H. Keary from New Wei 
on Monday evening gave rise 
report that he was to join the 
formed government. This Pren 
tin considered funny, laughing 

was mentioned to him, 
will they hai 

When the repoi

was

when it
ing, “ Who next 
government?” T 
circulation yesterday the gene 
ment was that Mr. Martin ha 
secured a man who would lem 
least some strength. Mr. Ke 
served the Royal City as aldei 
mayor, and for several years 
charge of the big annual 
and agricultural exhibition, 
through the province in the e 
of the year to interest the pu 
He has also held high offices it 
secret societies and is a promit 
ber of the Y. M. I., the Catho 
ization. Among Mr. Keary 
it was never believed that ! 
join toe Martin government.

Another report said that 
■Queen of Vancouver had be< 
and had accepted either the 
minister of finance or preside 
council. When questioned al 

the Premier said thererumor
no additions to toe cabinet, 
as there were the public wot 
prised of the fact.

This rumor was also iu circ 
Vancouver, as will be seen 
following special to the Colo-

“Aid. James McQueen 1 
asked to join the Martin < 
finance minister. The repoti 
circulation in the city last l 
was emphatically denied by tl 
ly in touch with Mr. Mari 
McQueen himself, however, w 
if the report were correct did 
it. When asked if he had , 
Martin ministry he said, * N 
jet.’ When asked if he had t 
to join he said ‘ he was not at 
say.’ Mr. McQueen is a life 
■eral of the old school, and 
time he was asked to join tl 
cabinet he was certainly not 
thy with the Martin wing of t 
party, and in an interview sp 
Martin's personality 
Liberal party uniting 
tin's leadership.”
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A FRIEND IN NE1
How Col. Prior Had a Brit’ 

bian Reinstated in Sti 
cona’s Horse.

Trooper T. H. A. Williams, 
ron, No. 2 Troop, Strathcon 
writes as follows to the Coloi 
some details of a story alreai 
our Ottawa correspondent: 
On Board Special Train to 

Marct
Sir,—I desire before sailing 

Africa to publicly thank Col 
his efficient assistance to me 
following circumstances: 
cruited at Nelson, B. C., for ; 
cona Horse, and shortly afl 
there was taken ill. This i 
reported to the commanding 
the time, who did not think it 
ciëntly serions to debar me 
with the regiment to Sot 
While at Ottawa, however, 
zealous individual, confusing 
of another recruit who was 
the doctor’s report, stated 1 
■authority that he was awi 
was subject to attacks of 

■character, and I was disci 
was a stranger in Ottawa 
think of no one to apply to 
undo the injustice done me t 
misstatements of the person 
ferred to.

Col. Prior’s name was sug 
knowing toe hearty and kin 
which he assisted and enter 
of the British Columbia boy 
the good fortune to claim hi 
ance.T asked him to hel 
Proof of toe success of 
■efforts is that I am again 
ment, with all question of n 
entirely cleared up.

I take the liberty of très: 
this length on your valued 
atn sure that Col. Prior’s 
friends among your reader 
pleased to hear how active 1 
in looking after the interes 
who are representing Britis 
in Strathcooa's Horse.
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