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Your Mg;tor Knows the
Difference

All kerosene may look the same
—but it does not feel the same

to your motor.

SKIPPER

KEROSENE OIL
Clean burning—non-carbonizing.
Costs less by the mile.
Is better for the Newfoundland
clu_nate than any other because its
uniform high quality makes car-
buretor adjustments unnecessary.

STANDARD OIL T

0. of NEW YORK

FRANKLIN’S AGENCIES, LTD.

esopotamia.

Will Anyone Be Punished ?

By LOVAT FRASER.

The truth about the Mesopotamia

Expedition is ont at last, and it will
muke the country : flame with indigna-
tion. No morc¢ deplorable story of
mismanagement aud of errors of hizn
puiicy can be foand in our histot},
with fhe sclitury e¢xceptioa of ¢ Dar-
danelles failure.

The public have long wanted to
know who was responsible for the
miserable blunders in Mesopotamia.
The report of the Commission shows
clearly that the ultimate responsibility
is dual. It rests on the one hand up-
on Mr. Asquith and the First Coalition

Capinet, and on the other hand upon :

the heads of the Indian Administra-
tion. Probably attempts will be made
by.party hacks to save the reputations
of home politicians by thrusting the
blame exclusively upon the Indian au-
- thorities. As I said long ago in The
Daily Mail, that cock will not fight.
The tragedies of Kut and of the cost-
ly -and unsuccessful attempts to re-
lieve the beleaguered garrison were
the direct consequence of the Dardan-
elles fiasco. Consider the iacts. -In
the summer of 1915 General Towns-
hend had .advanced far up the Tigris
and gained a victory at Kut, after-
wards occupying the town. On Octo-
ber 3 Sir John Nixon, who was in chief
command in Mesopotamia, took the ex-
traordinary course of telegraphing di-
rect to Mr. Austen Chamberlain, the
Sécretary of State for India, thus: “I
consider I am strong enough to open
road to Baghdad, and with this inten-
tion I propose to concentrate at Azi-
zieh.” Mr. Chamberlain, with admir-
able judgment, telegraphed on Octo-
ber 4 forbidding Sir John Nixon: to
advance any farther; but afterwards
on that day the War Committee of the
Cabinet met, and saw Sir Joan Nixon's
foolish boast. ~
The Cabinet knew that ruin had
overtaken them at the Dardanelles,
and fhat withdrawa: was inevitable.
They feared the wrath which would
arfse when the nation discovcred the
truth. Sir John Nixon’s message
teﬁ]pted them, and at that ~fateful

meeting they tentatively decided to

run the grave risk of pushing on to
Baghdad in the hope of gaining a vie-
tory which would obscure the defeat
of Gallipoli. Mr. Asquith was auda-
cious enough to say in the House of
Commons on July 18, 1916, that in
Mesopotamia “from first to last poli-
tical have never been allowed to over-
ride military considerations.” The

! Commission flatly and categorically

contradict him, but even without their
verdict the published documents are
sufficient proof. The official telegram
to India said: “We are therefore in
great need of striking success in the

East.” For what reason? Not to save

Gallipoli, the abandonment of which
was then certain, but to save the
Government. e
* * * * *
We all know-what Mr. Asquith did
subsequently. He went down to theé

1
House of Commons on November 2;

and skated over the Dardanelles busi-
ness, for which, he admitted, “nobody
is more responsible than 1.” Then he
turned joyously to Mesopotamia, an-
nounced that Sir John Nixon’s force
was “within measurable distance of
Baghdad,” and added, “I do not think
that in the whole course of the war
there has been a series of operations
more carefully contrived, more bril-
liantly conducted, and with a better
prospect of final success. Retribution
swiftly followed this mad attempt tc
take Baghdad and defeat a Turkish
army over 500 miles from the sea with
a force of only 11,000 weary soldiers
backed by 18 field guns®*aud a horse
battery. The Commission point out
that it resumlied in the ultimate sur-
render of more than a divi.ion of our
finest fighting troops, while the in-
effective aiempts to ralieve Kut cost
27 000 casu-lties.

All our troubles and mis’>rtunes in
Mcsopotainia flowed froin the unwa:-
rantable decision of the Calbanet to a--
‘eript for political reasons 1the cao-
tare of Baghdaild by a rush with a weat
vnd unsupjurted force. ‘the ony
thing whica can be said in excuse of
Mr. Asquith and his colleagues is tha®
ey were vory badly advised by their
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military experts

The responsibility of the Indian au-
thotities is of another kind, but it is
 gahigily blameworthy. Collectively, the

by Government of India tacifly abdicated
{ihei® functions, and’ the real control

was vested in the 'Viceroy (Lord
Hardinge) and the Commander-in-
Chief (Sir Beaucham Duff). Their
fundamental error was that, after tele-
graphing home objections which were
not strenuous enough, they assented
to the advance to Baghdad when they
knew the dangers. Though they were
not responsible for policy, they were
directly responsible for most of the
shocking mismanagement and neglect
which the report reveals. Lord Hard-
inge seems to have reposed blind
faith in General Duff until the cumu-
lative reports of the sufferings of the
wounded carried conviction to his
mind and impelled him to take a
strong line with the Commander-in-
Chief. For General Duff there appears
to be no excuse whatever.
* * * * *

General Duff shared with Lord
Kitchener the authorship of the cum-
brous and over-centralised scheme of
military control in India, which grab-
bed all power for the Commander-in-
Chief and under the first test of war
wrecked the Indian military machine.
It was in protest against this scheme
that Lord Curzon resigned the Vice-
royalty twelve years ago. I 'heard
Lord Curzon’s words the night before
he quitted India for ever. He said -that
the principles for which he had fought
had not vapished, though they had mo-
mentarily disappeared. “They will re-
appear,” he declared, “and that before
very long.” They have indeed. Rare-
ly has a statesman been 80 over-
whelmingly vindicated in his own life-
time. The Commission damns the
Kitchener scheme of control root and
branch, and General Munro .8 already
in India with a free hand to build a
new structure out of the ruins.

Although General Duff was the slave
of the system he had helped to create,
his faults of omission were still extra-
ordinary. He tried to run the war in
Mesopotamia from a Himalavan hill-
top, remained a recluse in his office,
and never once visited the base at
Bombay or the front oh the Tigris. He
kept everything in his own hands, and
the consequent delays were innumer-
able. He never grasped the grave de-
ficincies of river transport, and made
no effective atempt to remedy them.
He turned a deaf ear to the cloud of
reports of the sufferings’ of the
wounded after Ctesiphon, and never
investigated until it was too late the
gross inefficiency of the Indian medi-
cal arrangements.

The public in Great Britain and in
India, will :assuredly expect the ‘Home
Government - to take disciplinar}
measures against the various promin-
ent officers who are so comprehen-
sively condemned in this astonishing
report. Sir John Nixon’s conduct in
disregarding the numerous warnings
respectfully -addressed to him by Gen-
eral Townshend and others was
grievous. Sir - William Bebtie, ‘whe
is most severely criticised for starving
the medical equipment of the -expedi-
tion, occupies to-day one of fthe high-
est military medical posts- in this
country. Sir Edmund Barrow, who is
singled out by.the Commission as the
originator of the expedition and as the
officer in this country chiefly respon-
sible for advising the advance to
Baghdad, has actually Béen rewarded
with the post of military member of
the Secretary of State’s Council.
Others in the wrong have been decor-
ated or promoted.

A word of warning must be added
in conclusion. In spite of General
Maude’s successful advances this year,
we are not yet out of the wood in
Mesopotamia. The paralysis on the
Russian front in Armenia is omin_ous,
and we shall be fortunate indeed if the
Turks do not come down, horse, foot,
and artillery, upon Baghdad in the
autumn.

Fishery News.

From F. Curnew, (Belleoram to
Rencontre).—The catch is 15,5610 qtls.
with 2,200 for last week. Prospects
are good for codneta nut poor for hook
and liners.  Work is hampered by

fairly good.

-"Th:e'"World_’s

App_etise'r

Made'in England, but en-
joyed all over the world.

The flavour of H,P.
is so delicious and
so different from
any other sauce you
have tried before.
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to Brigus S. Pt.)—The fishery during

did almost nothing. Prospects are not

foggy weather. The lobster fishery is |}

ii The only Film fit for I

catch is 14,240 qtls. and for last week
From P. J. Wade, (Salmon Cove Pt.

the week has practically been a fail-
ure only some of the traps getting a
few fish, while the hook and liners

good just now but there is a sufficient
supply of caplin and squid. The catch
is 290 qtls. with 50 for last week. Fif-
teen traps and 12 dories and skiffs are
fishing. The lobster catch is poor.

From J. Gosse, (Spaniard’s . Bay to
Upper Island Cove).—Trapping for
the season appears to be about over
and. the outlook for a fair voyage is
not good, though there is still plenty
caplin and squid. 'The hook and lin-
ers have done nothing to date. Nine-
teen traps and 34 dories and skiffs are
fishing. The catch is 446 qtls. and
for last week 40.

From C. Renouf, (Bank Head to|

Highlands)—The traps have all been
taken up but trawls and hook and lin-
ers are still doing a little. Squid is
plentiful but prospects for a further
catch of cod are very poor. Lobsters
are very scarce. 'The total catch is
4,814 qtls. with 300 for last week.

Body of Another
Victim Reecovered.

The Premief received a message
yesterday afternoon from General
Manager McDougall, of the Dominion
Coal Co. at Sydney, stating the body
of Richard Butt, of Western Bay,
B.D.V., had been recovered from the
New Waterford Mine, the® scene of
the recent mining horror. The re-
mains are being forwarded to Port

BEDS’ﬁ: A‘DS
from $3. 95
up to

Combination
Lath & Spring
Bedsteads,
Our
Big Seller.

THE ABOVE CUT SHOWS OUR

COPPER WIRE SPRING

Built in bedstead thus doing away with the sides and saving in cost, ag well as making it vermmi
proof. The springs are very strong, having one continuous weave, Made by special process in fac-'
tory in building. The Bedsteads are punched and bored by factory as well. We recommend it to be

the very best Spring of its kind on the market.

Our Fern Felt
‘Mattress

is the ideal of comfort. Made of
pure cotton, well stretched, best
of ticking. We recommend it to
those seeking ‘something good.

OUR NEW HEALTH MATTRESS

made expressly for us, will stand the test. Made of pure cotton
inch band. You can depend on getting a good Mattress if you buy the Health, as nothing unsani-. o

tary is allowed to enter it. We guarantee each and every Mattress.

and wool with wood fibre eentre, 6~

g

The C L. MARCH Co.,

Ltd:

e

Corner Springdale and Water Streets.

aux Basques and will arrive on Mon-
day afternoon.

The Wreck.

The work of pumping out, prepar-
atory to refloating the wrecked Scan-
dinavian liner Kristianiafjord, is prac-
tically compléted by the divers and
powerful wrecklng\tugs. In the event
of the ship being refloated, in all
probability - she -will come here for
permanent repairs, which would be
guaranteed to be done more promptly
than anywhere else. The Kristiania-
fjord would be the largest ship to be
ever taken on the Reid Co’s. Dry Dock,
though there would be ample room
for her as the dock is 610 feet long.
In connection with the stranded liner
a fortunate circumstance is that the
condition of the sea remains moder-

COME ALONG BOYS, WE GOT THEM !

150 Dozen Best Quality Eoglish Trout and Salmon Casts.

MARTIN ROYAL STORES HARDWARE GO., Ltd

Successors to Martin Hardware Co. & Royal Stores Hardware)

CANADA
'COLLEGE
MONTREAL

4th Place R.M.C., Kingston.

1st, 7th, 12th Places McGill,

Entrance Royal Navy.

Physical Training, Manual Train-
ing, Swimming, Rinks, Tennis Courts,
Riding, Drawing, Music:

Preparatqry, Junior and Senior De-
partments,

Term comences Sept. 12, at 9 am.

From A. Ingraham, (Ramea)—Thir-
teen dories and skiffs and 28 boats are
fishing. The catch is 4,200 c¢tls. and
for last-week 200. There has been 80
much fog lately it has been impossi-
ble for the boats to find the proper
fishing grounds. Prospects sre fairly
good but a good many dogfish are get-
ting about. Bait is plentiful.

From J. Cunningham, (Connore Bay
to Red Island).—The trap fishing is
about over but there is a fine sign of

'OSISPADIHAAVEHW' fish- on the':ontside' grounds and -pros-
pects are good. Squid bait is plenti-
RESIDENT!A&A&%&AY _|ful. Ten traps and 60 dories, skiffs

Principal = mss,x J STUAR‘!‘ and boats are fishing. The catch is
9,369 qtls. and for last week 450.

From R. Furneaux, (Rose Blanche
to Hr. LeCou.)—Prospects are fairly

a Kodak is
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Hamlin, Miss Taylor, Mr. Somerville 5 ; ¢
and -Mr. Carl Trapnell. Mr, Gordon McM“rdo s Store New,s
o)

(ﬂn_-istian was the accompanist.

Highlahders’_ Concert

FILM. AT MOUNT PEARL.
Last night the Highlanders ifi camp
at Glendenning's Farm, Mount Pearl, TH

l)ependahl& Uniform, TH
| ras‘ 4 heid a most sdccessful comert.. The TH

programme, which was run off without
Our supply_in all sizes is com-
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Witch Hazel Extract is largely nn'e(?“;
in the United States. Our America
cousing use witch hazel extract in alkw
sorts of conditions characterized o&f
accompanied by inflammation, and llg':
some such cases it has a very pr
beneficial effect. Such trouhles
blood shot or inflamed eyes, -pil
bruises, sprains, and other minor ai
ments often yield to its influcnce in @&
surprising manner. "It is no harm
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foggy weather all the - week delayed
operations. The lobster catch is much

Stansfield and Boutleir, Miss Strang;
Mr. Devereaux, . Miss Trapnell, Mr.

‘have a bottle in.your grip /
Buy a: Botte” ot Stalonds monsw*dulnlmmt

Phoratone Cough Cure for 25c.
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