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In the minds of many Canadians the
idea is inherent that the vast country lying
to the north of the SaSkatchewan water-
shed and west of Hudson’s bay is unfitted
for agriculture, and that its value te the
Dominion lies in its annual production of
furs, already exploited, its vast timber
forests, known ‘but not yet-brought into
service, and its mineral wealth, as yet un
known and almost absolutely inéx-
plored. )

For some time past it -has been realized
by numbers of farsighted -peeple that
after a few more years’ inflow.of immi-
gration at the .present rate,  Canada’s
future expapsion , as -“an ‘agricultaral,
lumbering, mining and industrial coun-
try “will depend upon ‘the exploitation
of the natural resources of this far north
land, together with the northérn portions
of Queber, the districts of Keéewatin and
Ungava, on the coasts of Hudson’s bay,
the immense Mackenzie and Peace River
distriets, and the Yukon territory

The -trend of settlement in Canada,
and also in the United States, has been
westward; following the eonstruction of
railways. The land in the railway belts
(the; more southern part of western Can-
ada);is being rapidly filled uﬁ, as the older
railway lines throw out their branches
northward, and as the location and con-
struction :of the new National Transcon-
tinental railway proceeds. Attention is
therefore, already being drawn to that
portion of Canada, hitherto supposed to
be not-only inaccessible but comparatively
barren, which lies still further north.

EXHAUSTING AVAILABLE LANDS.

R. E. Young, of the department of
the ,interior, in 1905, prepared a state-
ment, showing that the enormous influx
of immigrants and settlers would in a
reasonable time. exhaust the available
lands for free homesteads in the pres-
ent settled portions of the western prov-
inees, and calling attention to the prac-
tically unexplored hinterland of Can-
ada.

Mr. Young also had a ‘map of the
northern portion of ~Canada prepared
which contained all ‘available informa-
tion from any source regarding the pos-
sibilities and resources of the country.
As a result of Mr. Young's investiga-
tions the matter was taken up by the
House and a select committee of the
s2nate was appointed to inguirc into
the resources and value of that part of
the Dominion lying north of the Ss
katchewan watershed, east of the Rocky
mountains . and west of the provinces
of Alberta and Saskatchewan, and the
Mackenzie territory. The districts of
Keewatin and Ungava were also brought
within the scope of the investigation.

In February, 1907, the committee com-
menced ite work, and by March 30, 1907,
when it completed its labors, the evidence
collected formed a valuable collection
of infermation on “points ‘hitherto prac-
tically unknown.

Captain E. J: Chambers, of the sen-
ate; edited and condensed into narra-
tive form the evidence given before the
committee, and the Hon. Mr.. Oliver de-
cided to issue it for publie information
as ‘a. publication- of  ;the department of
the mterior. The book is now. available,
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miore “valuable; ~aeéording- to - thorough-
ly authentic and’well substantiated evi-
dence, than ‘was at one time supposed;
and is capable of sustaining a ~very
large and prosperous population. The
settlements in this distant region, while
insignificant in number and extent as
compared with its vast area, are important
as demonstrating practically and unques-
tionably the great possibilities of this ter-
ritory as an dgricultural and industrial
country, and also as emphasizing the im
portance of exploring and surveying such
areas as -are likely to first attract the
stream of settlement which is bound to
set in-‘before long:
GOOD AGRICULTURALLAND.

According to one witness, who has
had exeeptional opportunities for famil-
iarizing himself with the .country and
its resources, there is in the Peace river
section of this cuontry as much good
agrieultural land fit for settlement, and
yet unsettled, as there is settled in
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta to-
day.

W. F. Bredin, member of the Alberta
legislative assembly, who resideés at Les-
ser Slave Lake, after a careful com-
putation estimates :the area of agri-
cultural lands available in the unorgan-
ized  territory of MacKenzie and northern
Alberta at not less than one hundred
million acres.

Owing to the  aftention which has
beeén drawn to the Peace river country of
late by reason of the almost immediate
construction of the Grand Trunk Pacific
railway through it, the evidence of those
witnesses who dealt with this portion of
the country is perhaps of the most vital
public interest at the present time. H.
A. Conroy, of the Indian department, W.
F. Bredin, F. S. Lawrence, of Fort Ver-
milion, and J. K. Cornwall all gave evi-
dence on this distriet. Mr. Conroy,
who has been travelling .through the
country for eight or nine yzars gave some
interesting details. From the southeést
end of Lésser Slave lake to the valley
of the Swan Hills, is 4 beautiful catintry,
some parts heavily timbered, other parts
open. The finest grass' in the world
grows there, blue top, some of it 'six or
sevent feet high. 'Thé basin all around the
lake is:fine agricuktural land: The blue
grass grows on the-high land, not insloughs
It is very-good grass and does not form
sod: Probably four: tons te the acre
would be an average crop.

There. is -a‘ good deal of open country
all around, the .south side of ‘Lesser
Slave lake.  About 40 miles north there
is .some 20 miles of a  rolling  prairie
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Along the Athabasca River.

and copies will be sent free on application
to the department.
. Three large maps of the country under
investigation accompanv the vol-ume
and these contain a wealth of detail not
hitherts found in any previously published
maps. There are also charts showing the
average possible hours of sunshine during
summer in these districts, the isothemal
lifies, isobars, and thé summer tempera-
tures. ~

The ‘area dealt with in ‘this volume is
of stupendous éxtent. - The area of thase
{wgnions ‘of ‘Alberta and 'Saskatchewan
ying north. of the Saskatchewan water-
shed may be set down at 250,000 square
miles. Ungava has a total of 354,965
square miles; Keewatin 470,416: Maec-
kgnzie 562,182; total 1,637,559 square
miles. . This is by more than 300,000
spuare miles twice the combined area
of the four original provinces of con-
federation namely, Ontario, Quebee, Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick. It is exactly
272,673 square. miles greater than the
combined area of the seven older proyinges
and- of .those portions of the two new
provinces of Saskatchewan and Alberta
v;‘high lie south of the Saskatchewan water-
shed:

country. ‘The féed is ‘excellent.  The
Prairie river country is the finest piece
of the northwest that Mr. Conroy has seen
Most of it is level and open with nice bluffs
of timber mixed, with some spruce and
poplar:

etween the Little Smoky river and
the - Lesser Slave lake. the country -is
open. . Along the banks.of the Smoky
is. wery tall, fine spruce*timber, The
country 'north of Dunvegan, all along
the river, is fit for agriculture on both
sides, and for a long distance back.

The evidence given by Mr. Bredin is
fully as favorable from an agricultural
standpoint as that given by Mr. Con-
roy. His judgment is that from the
mountains to Peace int, a distance of
seven or eight hundred miles and for
an average of seventy-five miles ‘back
on each side of the Peace river, thére
is'a tract of land fully equal to the soil
on dny similar length of the Saskatche-
wan. A great deal of it is clean prairie
especially on the north side, the balance
being covered with serub and small tim-
ber.

With regard to its possibilities for
ripening grain and vegetables, he said,
that on his own ranch at Grand Prairie

Gett'm.( Out Lurﬁbor in the Oil Fields on the Athabasca '‘River Nsar Feort

MeMurray.

THe"Vait '*egidn north of the Saskat- he had raised vegetables and oats. evéry

chewan valley and west of Keewatin,

year_ for six years. He had had eattle

which may be broadly described as the there for five winters, and ‘the average
Great, Mackenzié Basin, is very much length for feeding them during the five

years ;was: six .weeks: each winter. All
the dountry is good for stock Boeth
slough and upland hays Ziré abundant.
Pea vine and all the usual northwest
small fruits grow there. At Lesser Slave
Lake, they have had magnificent crops.
FINE BAMPLE OF WHEAT.
F..8. Lawrence showed the committee

river before  you come to . the ‘moun-
tains.

The land is not all suitable for cultiva-
tion.. It has its swamps and its muskeg,
and its low patches of land, that you will
find in almost any country where you have
a'large growth of serub timber,-but the
larger part of this land as the witness had

Stewart saw there was just in the milk:
He'inquired when it was sown and was
told May 20." It seemed ineredible, until
it was remiembered that there is scarcely
any - darkness: during- “summer ° there.
There was about 20 hours’ sun each day.
and the heat was greater for several day

than anything Mr. Stewart had ever ex-

a sample of No. 1 hard wheat raised in found by traveling over the country away perienced in Ottawa. Along the lower

Oil Boring Machine in Place; Beyond

the - Peace river country in. 1906.
was an average sample of the, 22,000
bushels held, at the time he obtained it,
in the Hudson’s Bay company’s mill at
Fort Vermilion The grain raised therc
for some time past has been of the quality
known as Padoga, This has chianged so
materially from thé sample originally ob-
tairted ‘from ‘' the “Ottaws  experimental
farin that it nowBears no ‘resemblance,
the original stock ‘being a soft wheat,
while ‘the sample produced is as hard as
2ed Fife: e

As to - the iseil;: many supposed that
the Peace river rvalley, as-a- vallew, was
a low lying section of land in the bot-
tom of . the river. -It. is speken- of. as
‘“The Valley” by many people, and they
think that 1t extends from the mountains
on to the Arctie ocean.

The river bottom proper only consists
of points or flats in the bottom of the
bed of the river, which ‘“bottom” is
practically about two miles in width,
whereas the Great Peace river valley
proper, what is properly called the Peace
river valley, is in reality a broad tract of
country  When you once get on to the
height of land, this so-called ‘“‘valley”
covers 300 miles in width, and extends
from the Rocky Mountains on to Lake
Athabasca, into which the Peace river
drains. - The banks are very high where
the Peace river leaves the mountains—
that is the banks of the river to get ul)
on.what is spoken of as the height-of land.
At Fort St. John the banks are abaut
1,000 feet in height, and it would be quite
a problem for the farmer living up on the
height of land to getwater from the river.
When you reach the Peace river erossing,
which at present is the terminus of the
road or trail fromi Edmonton, the. usual
route to the north, the banks are 800 feet
in height, and where the road winds down
the bank to gef into the valley or bottonj
of the Peace river, it.is about one mile
long, that length' being necéssary to get
suitable grade to get down to the bottom
of the river. £

From the Peace river crossing as the
river swings' to the north and east, the
banks .gradually become lower, and when
Wolverine Point, aheut 200 miles to the
northeast of the Peace-river’crossing is
reached, the banks are about 200 feet in
height.  From thence to Fort Vermilion
the banks become lower, and " at
Fort Vermilion you find the banks from
100 to. 150 feet in height. .

v RICH BLACK LOAM.

You will find the same conditions in
the upper part of the river as im the
lower. It makes great bends, and ion
alternate sides of the river you will find
wide flats, where there is probably  the
richest soit there is in that northern
country, made up. of -alluvial: deposits,
all black soil: ~There are places-on the
lower partd of “these points which get
flooded, perhaps_otice n seven:or eight
years.. Nearly all the peints, howevey,
are above the. high water mark, ahd
when these flats are cultivated; the.soil
yields- the heaviest of crops. On these
flats cultivation of the soil was first un-
dertaken in that part of the country
and it was supposed by many that they
comprised the only part of the Peace
river or morthern coufitry from *Edmon-
ton into the north that was suitable for
cultivatiop. For many years experiments
were carried on on the flats.” People
supposed that when they undertook the
cultivation of grain on-the height of land
they would get into. the muskeg and
swamp that adjoined. the river in many
places, and grain could npt be raised;
but this has been proved to be a fallacy.
The sample of grain witness had produced,
was largely taken from ‘the height of land
or table land near Fort Vermilion. The
table land is. sometimes called “ bench
land,” and this bench land in some places
is very wide. ‘There are pldees in it, as
at the south of Fort Vermilion, and to
the north and west, where there is 100
miles of this land on "each side of the

Fort McKay. Latitude 58, 3, Longitude I
18 Feet by 18 Inches.

GREAT YICLD OF WHEAT.

Mr. Lawrence has' fatmhed at' Ver:
milion for over twenty' years, #nd has
never had “a “failuré"in wheat in that
time. ** There is Ho*fush.’ He has raised
as high as 66 bushr-lsil; wheat to the aére.
That -was ‘his bigg yield; and; was
accomplished withous the aid of fertilizer.

All the witnesses: are jagreed as..ito
the great: quantity ofi timber to be found
in the Peace river eountry and adjacent
territory. . ‘Flig spruce-is large and fit for
saw logs, some being three feet across the
stump. - All the rivers haye belts of timber
on their banks except where the fires have
destroyed .it, .and most of it is spruce
and blaek bark poplar the latter grow-
ing quite large, as jnuch as three to four
feet through the stump, at. times.

Passing on the the immense Macken-
zie river and Athabasea districts Mr.
Elihu Stewart, late superintendent of
forestry for the department of the in-
terior, gave ‘some interesting informa-
tion. He said that along the Ath:
basca the country is composed of
succession of rolling hills; and there is
a good ‘deal of light soil. ~After leaving
Lake Athabased  there is rock along the

Spruce Tree 75 Feect High, M Inches
Diameter, Near Junction of Peace
and Slave Rivers.

river, but there is said to be. very geod
land behind. “Below Fort Smith’ there is
a deposit of alluvial soil similar to that of
the prairie, and this ekxtends: as farias the
Rocky mountains below IPort Simpson and
even along the valley beyond. : -’

Mr. Smith was at Fort Providence on
July 15, 1906. Fart Providence is near
Slave  Lake on the Mackenzie :river, in
latitude 61. 25. This is 917 miles by
travelled route from Athabasca Landing,
but as Mr. Stewart could caleulate it,
about 550 miles, farther north than Iid-
monton. He saw there on July 15, wheat
in the milk; potatoes in flower, peas fit for
usé, tomatoes, turnips, rhubard, beets,
cabbage, onions, and other garden vege-
tables.

SMALL FRUITS IN PROFUSION.

The tomatoes were mot fully formed
and ‘witness did not think they ripened.
They grew them under glass. The straw-
berries ripened at any time. In faet
they had ripe strajvberries before "that,
also raspberries,  currants, gobseberries
and saskatoons: The wheat that Mr.

I1. 3. Timber Cut in Locality; Spruce,

I+ from the river; is suitable for settlement. Athabasca and at Fort Chipewyan, M.

Stewart and his fellow travellers had, it
over 100 in the shade for several days.
There was a thermometer on the steamer
in thashade. It continued all night. That
Arctic heat was something quite unex-
peeted.  The hot wave extended down
the Aretie sea that year as Mr, Stewart as-
certained from Indians who had come
from Rampart. House, near the Alaskan
boundary to meet the steamer the Wrig-
ley.

Fort Good Hopé, in latitude 66.16 is
970 miles farther north than Edmonton,
yet Mr. Stewart saw cabbages, onions and
other garden. vegotables growing in thé
gardens there. Beyond this “he did not
see any until he got to:Fort Yukon.
When you get beyond Fort Good Hope
the frost is so near the surface of the
ground that it is pretty hard to raise
anything. At Fort Macpherson, and. in
that neighborhood where the portage is
crossed, you are on frozen soil. The vege-
tables at Fort Good Hope looked as good
as any others. The soil there was very
fertile. As far as Fort Good Hope on this
side of that place, and around Providence,
the country is a fine one; banks twenty-
five and thirty feet high, level some-
thing like the Saskatchewan at Prince
Albert. It is a wooded country.

In'this portion of the country border-
ingon the Arctic circle it~ would be
quite reasonable to suppose that crops
would mature much later than farther
south, but the contrary is the case, dye
to the greater length of the day. There
is at least two hours’ more sunshine per
day during the summer at-Fort Simp-
son than at Edmonton and points fur-
ther north have as high as nineteen and
twenty hours per:day of sunshine. As
sunshme is the great factor in maturing
crops, it is not surprising, therefore,
that barley, wheat and eats are all ripe
and ready to cut by the end of July at
Providence, 550 miles north of Idmonton.

At Fart Simpson, 170 miles nerth agai
from Providenece, caulifiowers
and cucumbers are grown in pre
same manner and under the same condi-
tions as in Alberta.

One hundred and forty miles north of
Fort Simpson is Fort Wrigley, where
the Hudson’s Bay company’s peopie put
in a vegetable garden every, year

A very valuable point established by
the enquiry was with regard to muskeg
lands. A very large portion .of the
northern -eountry is composed of mus-
kegs. These muskegs are properly tim-
bered swamps, and in their present con-
dition are uscless for agriculture, being
composed of moss sometimes three feet or
more thick soaked with and lying in water.

HOW TO TREAT MUSKEG.

1t was shown that where the timber
is cut off, and the sun allowed to act
upon the moss, it dies and the moisture
which “has been held and protected by
the moss, disappears.

At Fort Chipewyan, the Roman Catholic
mission has a farm which was originally
muskeg, right among the Laurentian rocks
which was treated in this way, and is first
class soil. They grow wheat there which
obtained a medal at the Centennial exposi-
tion.

After returning from his first tirp in
1902, Mr. Stewart wrote his annual re-
G. A. G Page 16 Fertile northlands
port to the department, and he read a
few sentences therein -written,. as he
had prepared his report when the matter
was fresh in his memory.

“The principal tree between the Rocky
mountains and the plains is the spruce,
mostly the white spruce; atid from its posi-
tion néar the prairie there is ‘no doubt
that it will be more sought after to meet
the increasing demands from that quarter.

“The. country along the upper waters
north of the Saskatchewan and the Atha-
baska and Peace river is partly prairie
and partly wooded. The varieties of
timber are prineipally aspen and balsam
poplar, the former. predeminating, and

white spruce: The poplars aswe go north
scein to increase in size and height, and
as we approach Lesser Slave Lake and
between this lake and the crossing of the
Peace river. Below the” junction of the
Smoky they grow very clean and straight
trees, not over a foot or fourteen inches,
but reaching a height of 17 or 18 feet,

making excellent building timber, as well
as fencing and fuel - In some parts there
are stretches of good spruce well adapted
for lumbering purposes. There has so
far been but little destruction from fire in
this quarter. The land is mostly level, soil
excellent, and if the summer frosts do not
prevent it, the country will begin soon to
settle up and there will be an ample
supply of timber for local uses, if not for
export to the adjoining prairie regions.”

ALL KINDS OF TIMBER.

“I’ never saw as fine poplar as I saw
there. A considerable number of poplars
were over a foot, but a foot would be a
fair average. - I have seen poplar in all
parts of the prairie country. but never saw
any growing up as straight.”

Mr. Stewart, explained that spruce for
commereial purposes grows to the Aretic
sea. - He was astonished to find that the
limit of tree growth extended as far north
as it does. He thought it extenedd prob-
ably ten degrees further north in this dis-
trict than in Labrador’ The different
kinds of treés that we have in the Mae-
kenzie basin include ‘white spriuce, black
spruce, the larch or tamarack, which is
found as far north as the spruce, the jack
pine and the balsam. Mr. Stewart did not
see any balsam in the Aretic cirele; aspen,
white poplar, balm of Gilead and birch are
all found down as far as Fort Macpherson.
The natives make their canoes out of birch
bark at Fort Macpherson. The size of the
timber becomes less as you get towards
the north. There is timber growing near
the junctions of :the Peace and Slave
rivérs, probably 14 inches in diameter,
Below Fort  Good Hope the timber is
smaller. ‘Somme of it has been made
into flooring, and lumber is made from the
timber there. There is a large supply of
spruce suitable for pulp.

NORTH OF THE SASKATCHEWAN.

Quite a considerable amount of at-
tention in ‘the report is devoted to the
country north of the, Saskatchewan
watershed, and several witnesses gave
important information’ regarding its pos-
sibilities. Ven. Archdeacon McKay, who
probably knows the’country bétter than
any other white man, and who has his
headquarters hear Lace la Rougé, 150 miles
north of Prince Albert, has grown wheat

tion. As a rule frost comes in September,
and wheat “is generally sown May. 5
potatoes being planted fromrMay 20 on.
In summer the weather is quite as hot as
at Prince Albert, and the-days are longer.

There are also statements as to the min-
eral possibilities of thi& horthern portion of
these vast tracts by many witnesses.  The
evidence of A. Von Hammerstein as to the
beds of tar sands which extend for many
miles along the Athabasea river about 150
miles north of Kdmonton, is particularly
interesting. - These-sands are impregnat-
ed with'eil gum, something the nature of
tar. ® He considers there is in this locality
evidence of enormous wealth in petroleum
He also refers to the extensive and valy-
able ‘deposits of salt in the same loecality,
and he speaks of the wonderful naturul
gas well at Pelican Rapids, on the Atha-
basca. This well has been burning con-
tinuously for eleven or_twelve years and
is considered the.largest gas ‘well in the
world. Almost anywhere in that district
natural gas is found, says Mr. Von Ham
merstein, and in his boring camps the
natural flow of gas is used for"lighting
purposes.

An interesting ficld of speeculation as
togthe possibilities of mineral explora-
tion in Canada is opened-up by con-
sidering a few facts on some of the
more recent mineral development which
has taken place. The gold output of the
Klondyke may be placed at over $118 -
000,000 to date; the -output in gold,
silver and copper from the ILe Roi and
adjoining mines at the Rossland camp,
$37,000,000; the wonderful coal deposits
at Fernie, estimated to last at (hv‘]m-v
ent rate eof consumption, upivards of
6,000 years; and finally the Cobalt sil-
ver district, including the greatest sil
ver mines in the world; all these are
discoveries of the past twenty years.

UNPROSPECTED COUNTRY. :

Now, a line drawn aeross the map of
northwest Canada, from the mouth of
the Saskatchewan northwest to tle
Athabasea river near Iort MeMurray,
and thenece northwest again to the Yu-
kon, divides the country into two por-
tions, about one-third Iying south of the
line. The two-thirds lying north are
practically unprospected. In this vast
country are immense mineral probabili-
ties. Here* and there a°government sur-
veyor or explorer has found indications
of wealth in gold, silver, copper, oil,
sulphur, salt, and everywhgre coal is found.

¥From Cumberland Housé northeast-
ward towards the Nelson river, is a dis-
trict’ underlain by the Keewatin and
Huronian rocks. These are the same
racks which are now being found to be
so rich in northern Ontario. There has
been no exploration or prospecting of
them, and their very existence is but
barely known. No one can say as to whe-
ther they are to be a barren portion of
rocks found rich in minerals everywhe
else, or whetehr they will in the future
be the scene of perhaps even greater dis-
coveries than hate been made at Cobalt.
Northwest again of this, and about 500
miles north of Prince Albert, there is an
area of sandstone with large possibilities
of copper, being the same formation which

Flour Mills at Vermillion, Peace River.

successfully for seven years at that point.

One hundred miles still farther north,
at Fort Stanley, on the Churchill river,
they are raising grain and vegetables.
In the board of trade at Prince Albert
there is a very fine sheaf of wheat which
came from this point.. As pointed out
by R. 8. Cook, mayor of Prince Albert,
the sceret lies in the gradual slope of the
country, the lower altitudes of the country
farther north neutralizing the natural
tendeney towards severer climate in such
a marked manner that there is little or no
difference in elimate between Stanley
Mission, with its tributary country, and
Prince Albert.

The country around Stanley ‘will be

an excellent country for agriculture..

Seventy-five per cént of the soil is. good,
-apable of being eleared up and subjected
to farming operations; and the area is at
least 250 miles square. °
All through this portion of the coun-
try there is timber, wherever it has not
been destroyed by fires. - In some places
it has been killed by fires for the time
being; particularly in: the rocky coun-
try. The fires seem to be more de-
structive in ‘that class of eountry than
in the other parts. " Archdeacon McKay
explained that he put up a saw mill at
Lac la Ronge last year, and it is run by
water power. The logs that are sawn
there are the kind of timber found in that
part of the country. They average seven=
teen logs to the thousand fect. They
would be logs fourteen to fifteen feet long.
The diameter would be about two fect
across at the butt—good, large logs, clean
timber, very much the same timber as
at Prince Albert. This good timber is

is found to be so rich in that mineral
around Lake Superior. At Dubawnt
Lake c¢qpper-bearing racks are found un-
doubtedly the same’ belt  which extends
across the coppermine rivers where the
natives make implements from the copper
found. v:

Everywhere on the rivers, and nearly
always in close proximity to the mineral in-
dieations, waterpowers of all capacities
are found, and these will doubtless become
a strong factor in the development of the
mining of the future in_thid country.

* POSKIRILITIES OF FISHERIES.

Not alone in minerals and’ forestry
were the industrial possibilities outlined,
but the fisheries also formed an absording
subject of interest. At a time when Lake
Winnipég and Lake Superior are practic-
ally fished out, and Lakes Manitéba and
Winnipegosis show signs of being'dépleted
as. fast- as the - government ean supply
spawn to replenish them, it will come as a
surprise to most people to learn that the
fish taken from these lakes isnot a percept-
ible item compared to the possibilities of
exploitation contained in the.vast net
work of lakes to the north. . Whitefish,
jackfish, sturgeon and frout teem in all
the lakes and rivers, and in the Mac-
kenzie and Slave rivers the inconnue is
abundant. In none of these wdters has
there been any commercial fishing, except
in those lakes convenient to the Saskat-
chewan, and only two companies are
operating there.

A report on the climate of these dis-
tricts accompanies the other evidence,
and is compiled by R. F. Stuport, director
of thé Dominion meteorological service.

The Chutes or Great Falls of Pzace River; Near Fort Vermilion.

scattered all over the country, some-
times for miles.
SNOWFALL 1S MODERATE.
The snowfall here i8 not heavy, little
more so than in the Prince Albert see-

He gives various very valuable tempera-
ture tables showing th® gverage tempera-
ture at the various government stations
throughout. the northwest, by months.
and also the average precipitation _of
rain and snow.

-~

s

In the summer
ture of the northern
low that of Manitc
Any marked differ
northerly points, whe
from one to three h
ther south.

For the thie
area, whicl
Alberta, nor
basin of the
Arctic ‘el
lines of
out this ‘wh
of the pos
seems to a
hours of pos
range from 17 how
Edmonton to 19
Simpson, it r b
of plants
rapid in the north
districts.

The average dail
perature il
degrees, algan
Hay river, on Grea
degrees, and at I’

Edmonton Board of Trade Ele(
Officers. Able Reviews of the
Year’s Work.

That
is doing
district we
ports o the
Secretary
meeti

city and
show
the ¢
sion n
ed in
berta
the ©: 8.
The chair was
Short, who, after
est Brown, 8. C.
Torey, J. A. Fif
ley :as’ new m
anpual address, which
The President’s Ad
President Short’s
was characterised
optimism which
creasing and un
great destiny of
as follows:
“The -pas
able one.
auspices.
velopment was goir
position - was most
large farming area
centre had been
dian Northern Railwa

A. C. FR/SER.
President of the Board
of Trade for 1908.

Tiunk Pa
reach us

0l necess

The valu
and money-

valua
Our c 1€
were, in fact, surprisingly
these who came from abread, ar
had not expected to find a
climate.

“The haste of the r
into possession of thes
extent and cheapness
resources to be had na
brought about an avea
which procecded faster
actual development,
mate trade and devel
and stable and there w:
tion of bad tim
fromn the clear sky, canx
panic which arose in the
and spread to .Canada.
we suffered from this-is m
ing to a condition «o>mmon

community




