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In the summer months the temp 
tore of the northern country is little 
low that, of Manitoba or Saskatchev 
Any marked difference is at the 1 
northerly points, where the sun sh 
from one to three hours h.-npu than 
ther south.

Enormous Tract of Country Hitherto Regarded as Inaccessible and Comparatively Barren, Lying to 
North of the Saskatchewan Watershed are Unspeakably Rich in Timber and Minerals, While There 
Thousands of Miles of Agricultural Land Fit for Settlement—Valuable Information Collected by R 
Young for the Country

miles north of Edmonton, is particularly 
interesting. These sands are impregnat­
ed with oil gum, something the nature of 
tar. * He considers there is in this locality- 
evidence of enormous wealth in petroleum. 
He also refers to the extensive and valu­
able deposits *f salt in the same locality, 
and he speaks of the wonderful natural 
gas well at Pelican Rapids, on the Atha­
basca. This well has been burning con­
tinuously for cley-en ot,twelve years and 
is considered the. largest gas Well in the 
world. Almost anywhere in that district 
natural gas is found, says Mr. Von Ham 
merstein, and in his boring camps the 
natural flow of gas is used for lighting 
purposes.

An interesting field of speculation as 
Î mineral explora­

is opened up by coti- 
on some of the 

more recent mineral development which 
has taken place. The gold output of the 
Klondyke may be placed at over $118,- 
000,000 to date; the output in gold, 
silver and copper from the Le Roi and 

were over a toot, but a foot would be a adjoining mines at the Rossland camp 
fair average, I have seen poplar in all $37,000,000; the wonderful coal deposits 
parts of the prairie country, hut never saw at Ferme, estimated to last at the pres- 
any growing up as straight.” ent rate of consumption, upwards of

Mr. Stewart, explained that spruce for 0,000 years; and finally the Cobalt un­
commercial purposes grows to the Arctic ver district, including the greatest sil- 
sea. He was astonished to find that the ver mines in the world; all these ate 
limit of tree growth extended as far north discoveries of the past twenty years, 
as it does. He thought it extenedd prob- -,
ably ten degrees further north in this dis- x. unprospected country. 
triet than in Labrador- The different Now, a line drawn across the map of 
kinds of trees that we have in the Mac- northwest Canada, from the month of 
kenzie basin include white spruce, black the Saskatchewan northwest to the 
spruce, the larch or tamarack, which is Athabasca river near Fort McMurray, 
found as far north as the spruce, the jack abd thence northwest again to the Yu- 
pine and the balsam. Mr. Stewart did not k.on, divides the country into two por- 
see any balsam in the Arctic circle; aspen, tions, about one-third lying south of the 
white poplar, halm of Gilead and birch are ^ne- The two-thirds lying north are 
all found down as far as Fort Macpherson. practically unprospected. In this vast 
The natives make their canoes out of birch country are immense mineral probabili- 
bark at Fort Macpherson. The size of the Hvrer and therc a government sur-
timber becomes less as you get towards veyor or explorer has found indications 
the north. There is timber growing near wealth in gold, silver, copper, oil, 
the junctions of the Peace and Slave sulphur, salt, and everywhye coal is found, 
rivers, probably 14 inches in diameter. I1 rom Cumberland House northeast- 
Below Fort Good Hope the timber is war(1 towards the Nelson river; is a dis- 
smaller. Sortie of it has been made trict underlain by the Keewatiii and 
into flooring, and lumber is made from the Huronian rocks, lhese are the same 
timber there. There is a large supply of rocks which are now being found to be 
spruce suitable for pulp. so rich in northern Ontario. There has

, been no exploration or prospecting of 
north of the Saskatchewan. them, and tlieir very existence is but

Quite a considerable amount of at- barely known. No one can say as to whe- 
tention in The report is devoted to the ther they are to be a barren portion of 
country north of the, Saskatchewan rocks found rich in minerals everywhe 
watershed, and several witnesses gave else, or whetehr they will in the future

Athabasca ami at Fort Chipewyan, Mr. topwjton1' totomationf its pos- be the scene of perhips even greater dis-
. n_ i 1 • r v.wt sibilities. Yen. Archdeacon McKay, who covenes than ha-Ve been made at Cobalt,

over inn in tin fnr «nunraj ilavs Pr°bably knows thé country better than Northwest again of this, and about 5001™' ^L±a±T°LT/^nyn; at|y other white lnan> an/who has his miles north of Prince Albert, there is an 
inthnshndn It continuel ell niobt That headquarters near Lac la Rouge, 150 miles area of sandstone with large possibilities A“heat‘ was* smnethhig qifito unex- of Prince Albert, has grown wheat of copper, being the «.me foUtion which

|>ected. The hot wave extended down--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- —-------------
the Arctic sea that year as Mr. Stewart as- .---------------- ---------------------- |
eertained from Indians who had come I »
from Rampart House,, near the Alaskan 
boundary to meet the steamer the XV rig-
lev . - vj. 1

Fort Good Hnpé, in latitudq fifi.lG is '
970 miles farther north than Edmonton, Sf »

moun- Stewart saw there was just in the milk.- white spruce. The poplars as we go north 
He inquired when it was sown and was seem'to increase in size and height, and 

•uftiva told May, 20. It seemed incredible, until as we approach Lesser Slave Lake and 
tusker" it wes remembered that there is scarcely between this lake and the crossing of the 
oti wdi any darkness during summer there. Peace river. Below the junction of the 

, There was about 20 hours' sun each day. Smoky they grow very clean and straight 
>ut the anc* t*lc *leat was Krcat®r î°r «sveral days trees, not over a foot or fourteen inches, 
ess had than anything Mr. Stewart had ever ex- but reaching a height of 17 or 18 feet, 
y away perieneed in Ottawa. Along the lower
—-—----------------------------------------------------------- are stretches of good sprvice well adapted

_________ _for lumbering purposes. There has so
Ü&VÜSTtaB...far been but little destruction from fire in

k this quarter. The land is mostly level, soil
• excellent, and if the summer frosts do not . ..

BKyf prevent it, the country will begin soon to tojthe possibilities of
H9| settle up and there will be an ample bon in Canada • ~~

supply of timber for local uses, if not for sidering a ^ few facts

to the

For the three summer months- a \ 
area, w-hieh includes western eiei ticirtjfi 
Alberta, north,-ru rkixkaU-hewan and 
basin of the Mackenzie, - almost t-, 1 
Arctic1 circle, lies between the i-mlJ 
lines of 55 and lid Thtoù
out this "whole region the 'percent; 
of the possible amount of ' stilish 
seems to approximate 55. mei, as 
hours of possible sunshine at inidsunn 
range from 17 hours in the latitude 
Edmonton to 19 hours 30 minutes at F 
Simpson, it may be surmised that erov 
of plants and cereals may hi- even m. 
rapid in the northern tiiati in the sotitiu 
districts.

The average daily mean highest te 
peraturc in July at Wimiiueg is 7 
degrees, at Calgary 71.7 degrees. 
Hay river, on Great Slave lake, it is.7; 
degrees, and at Fort S‘iifipson.71.5 de»we

northward, and as the location and con- good AtlRtdüLTUHAl'LAND.
Btroction of the new National Transcon- , ,. , , ,tinental railway proceeds. Attention js , According to one witness, who ha. 
therefore, already being drawn to that !,a<1 exceptional opportunity for fam.l- 
portion of Canada, hitherto supposed to !amlnK himself with thecountry and 
be not only inaccessible but comparatively ds resources, there is in the Peace river
b.™„. .tich „« .tus M. ssaàtuTS SfiîÆ!

txHAUBTiNG available lands. vet unsettled, as there is settled jn
B. E. Young, of the department of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta to- 

the interior, in 1905, prepared a state- day.
ment showing that the enormous influx XV. F. Bredin, member of the Alberta 
of immigrants and settlers would in a legislative assembly, who resides at Les- 
reasonable time exhaust the available scr Slave Lake, after a careful corn- 
lands for free homesteads in the pres- potation estimates the area of agri- 
ent settled portions of the western prov- cultural lands available in the unorgan- 
inces, and calling attention to the prae- ized territory of MacKenzie and northern 
tically unexplored hinterland of Can- Alberta at not less than one hundred 
ada. million acres.

Mr. Young also had a map of the Owing to the attention which has 
northern portion of Canada prepared been drawn to the Peace river count™ of 
which contained all available informa- late by reason of the almost immediate 
tion from any source regarding the pos- construction of the Grand Trunk Pacific 
sibilities and resources of the country, railway through it, the evidence of those 
As a result of Mr. Young’s investiga- witnesses who dealt with this portion of 
tions the matter was taken up by the the country is perhaps of the most vital 
House and a select committee of the public interest at the present time. H. 
sinate was appointed to inquire into A. Conroy, of the Indian department, W. 
the resources and value of that part of F. Bredin, F. S. .Lawrence, of Fort Ver- 
the Dominion lying north of the Sas- inilion, and J. K. Cornwall all gave evi- 
katchewan watershed, east of the Rocky dence on this district. Mr. Conroy, 
mountains and west of the provinces who has been travelling through the 
of Alberta and Saskatchewan, and the country for eight or iiine y tars gave some 
Mackenzie territory. The districts of interesting details. From the southeast 
Keewatin and Ungava were also brought end of Lesser Slave lake to the valley 
within the scope of the investigation. of the Swan Hills, is (i beautiful country, 

In February, 1907, the cdmmittec com- some parts heavily timbered, other'part.s 
menced its work, and by March 30, 1907, open. The finest grass in the world 
when it completed its labors, the evidence grows there, blue top, some of it six or

A. C. FRASER IS

Edmonton Board of Trade Elei 
Officers. Able Reviews of the 

Year’s Work.

That, the Edmonton board of traj 
is doing a great work for the city.aj 
district was clearly shown by the t 
ports oi the president, Writ. Short, at 
Secretary Harrison at the annu 
meeting in the city council- chamb 
yesterday afternoon.

There was present a large represe 
tation of the business interests of t 
city and all were pleased with t 
showing of the past year. Despi 
the recent prevalent financial depri 
sitm much good has been accomplis 
ed in advertising this portion of j 
berta in other parts oi Canada a: 
the United States. .

The chair was . occupied by W 
Short, who, after the election of Ei 
est Bromt^S. CL Chamberlain, J 
Torey, J. A. Fifo and J. H. McK 
ley : as new members presented 1 
anpual address, which was as follow 

The President’s Address.
President Short’s annual addri 

was characterised by a splenr

It from the river, is suitable for settlement. 
ORÉ.W YIELD OF WHEAT.

Mr. Lawrence h.ys fiitmed at1 Ver­
milion for over twenty ycursj and lias 
never had ii failure'in wheat in that 
time. There is rto'fhsh. He has raised 
as high as tifi busheVtiF Wheat to the acre. 
That was his bijrgmt yield, and was 
accomplished without the aid of fertilizer.

All the. witnessed' are agreed as to 
the great quantity of; timber to be found 
in tne Peace river country and adjacent 
territory. . Tile spruce-is large and fit for 
saw logs, some being three feet across the 
stump. All the rivers hayc belts of timber 
on their banks except where the fires have 
destroyed it, and most of it is spruce 
and black bark poplar the latter grow­
ing quite large, as jn,ueh ay three to four 
feet through the stump, at times.

Passing on the tKe immense Macken­
zie river and Athabasca districts Mr. 
Elihu Stewart, late superintendent of 
forestry for the department of tbe in­
terior, gave some" interesting informa­
tion. lie said that along the Atha­
basca the country is composed of a 
succession of rolling hills, and there is 
a good deal of light soil. After leaving 
Lake Athabasca there is rock along the

Fort Vermilion The grain raided there 
for some time past has been of ,tne quality- 
known as Ladoga. This hds changed so 
materially from tftc samgle originally ob­
tained front •' ‘‘the -Dttirwï f experimental 
farm that it now Bears no resemblance, 
the original stock being a soft wheat, 
while the sample produced is as hard as 
Red Fife. > ’i \

As to the soil, many supposed that 
the Peace river valley, as a vallev, was 
a low lying section of land in the bot­
tom of the river. It, is spoken oL as 
"The Valley" by many people, and they 
think that it extends from the mountains 
on to the Arctic ocean.

The river bottom proper only consists 
of points or flats in the bottom of the 
bed of the river, which “bottom” is 
practically about two miles in width, 
whereas the Great Peace river valley 
proper, what is properly called the Peace 
river valley, is in reality a broad tract of 
country When you once get on to the 
height of land, this so-called _ “valley”

The soil there was very 
fertile. As far as Fort Good Hope on this 
side of that place, and around Providence, 
the country is a fine one; banks twenty- 
five and thirty feet high, level some­
thing like the Saskatchewan at Prince 
Albert. It is a wooded country.

In this portion of the country border- successfully for seven years at that point, is found 
ingÜon the Arctic circle it would be One hundred miles still farther north, around 1 
quite reasonable to suppose that crops at, Fort Stanley, on the Churchill river, Lake copi 
would mature much later than farther they are raising grain and vegetables, doubtedly 
south, but the contrary is the case, dqo In the board of trade at Prince Albert across thi 
to the greater length of the day. Therc there is a very fine sheaf of wheat which natives m 
is at least two hours’ more Sunshine per camp from this point.. As pointed out found, 
day (hiring the summer at Fort Simp- by R. S. Cook, mayor of Prince Albert, Evcryw 
soh than at Edmonton and points fur- the secret lies in the gradual slope of the always in ; 
ther north have as high as nineteen and country, the lower altitudes of the country dilations, 
twenty hours pel" day of sunshine. As farther north neutralizing the natural are found, 
sunshine is the great factor in maturing tendency towards severer climate in such a strong f 
crops, it is not surprising, therefore, a marked manner that there is little or no m;nin.r „f 
that barley, wheat, and oats are all ripe difference in climate between Stanley ° «
and ready to cut by the end of July at Mission, with its tributary country, and- 
Providence, 550 miles north of Edmonton. Prince Albert. Not at

At Fort Simpson, 170 miles north again The Country around Stanley will be were the 
from Providence, cauliflowers, , cabbage an excellent, country for agriculture.. but the tu

Flour Mills at Vermillion, Peace River.covers 300 miles in width, and extends 
from the Rocky Mountains 
Athabasca, into which the Pfcace river 

ixcellent. The drains. TKe banks are very high where 
the finest piece the Peace river leaves the mountains— 
Uonroy has seen that is the banks of the river to get up 

. Ji with nice bluffs on what is spoken of as the height of lana.
of timber mixed, with some spruce and At Fort St. John the banks are about 
P°Par‘î 7 1,000 feet in height, and it would be quite

Between the Little Smoky river and a problem for the farmer living up on the 
the Lesser Slave lake the country is height bf land to getwater from the river, 
open. Along the banks of the Smoky when you reach the Peace river crossing, 
is very tall, fine spruce; timber. The which at present is the terminus of the 
country north of Dunvçgan, all along road or trail from Edmonton, the usual 
the river, is fit for agriculture on both rout<i to the north, the banks arc 800 feet 
sides, and for a long distance back. in height, and where the road winds down

. The evidence given by Mr. Bredin is the bank to get into the valley or bottonj 
fully as favorable from an agricultural Gf the Peace river, it is about one mile 
standpoint as that given by Mr. Con- long, that length being necessary to get 
roy. His judgment is that from the suitable grade to get down to the bottom 
mountains to Peace point, a distance of 0f the river
seven or eight hundred miles ‘and for F the peaec nVer rr0Rsing ^ the 
an average of seventy-five miles back fiwin thc north and {TaRt> the
on each side of the Peace nver there hanks £ualiy beTOme lower, and when

«ULr ll^ynfqr < Vh Wolverine Point, about 200 miles to the 
On any similar length ot the baskatche- northeast of the’ PeacP river ' crossing is 
wan. A great deal of it is c can praine hpd (hp banka are about 200 feef in 
especially on the north side, the balance h ^ From theneC to Fort Vermilion 
bang covered with scrub and small tim- ^ banks tower, and .at

_____, , .. ™ , Fort Vermilion you find the banks fromWith regard to its pœs.bihties for ^ 15Q f £ hci^lt.
ripening grain and vegetables, he said, * b
that on his own ranch at Grand Prairie 1 rich black loam.

Along the Athabasca River.
on to Lake

and copies will be sent free on application 
to the department.

Three large maps of the country under 
investigation accompanv the vol-ume 
and these contain a wealth of detail not 
hitherto found in any previously published 
maps. There are also charts showing the 
average possible hours of sunshine during 
summer in these districts, thé isothemal 
litles, isobars, and the summer tempera­
tures. ;

The area dealt with in this volume is 
of stupendous extent. The area of those 
portions of Alberta and Saskatchewan 
lying north of the Saskatchewan water­
shed may be set down at 250,000 square 
miles. Ungava has a total of 354,965 
square miles; Keewatin 470,416; Mac­
kenzie 562,182; total 1,637,559 square 
miles. This is by more than 300,000 
spuare miles twice the combined area 
of the four original provinces of con­
federation namely, Ontario, Quebec, Nova 
Scptia and New Brunswick. It is exactly 
272,673 square miles greater than the 
combined area of the seven older provinces 
and- of those portions of the two new 
provinces of Saskatchewan and Alberta 
which lie south of the Saskatchewan water­
shed. ,

A. C. FRASER. 
President of the Board 

of Trade for 1908.

T nun k Pacific Ràihvay had failed 
reach us only by reason of the la 
of necessary labor. The Canadi; 
Pacific Railway was building towar 
US’ what may be termed a second trui 
line through the Saskatchewan vail. 
The area of. fertile farming lan 
which these, railways thus tender 
available for settlement was enornioi 
and the nominal cost of land had i 
teacted a very large influx o£-settle 
The values offered were very alluri 
and money-pourèd in rapidly. O 
resources are diverse, and the nn 
valuable to be found . in the We 
Our climatic conditions were goot 
were, in fact, surprisingly good 
those who came from abroad, and w 
had not expected to. find a moderi 
climate.

“Thc haste of the railways to ; 
into possession of these new fields. 1 
extent and cheapness of the natu 
resources to be had naturally enue 
brought about an area of spéculai! 
which proceeded faster perhaps t! 
actual development, and the leg: 
mate trade and development was la 
and stable and there was no antici 
tion of bad times. Then, as a 1 
from the clear sky. came the tinani 
panic which arose in the United St a 
and spread to Canada. To say t 
we suffered from this is merely po 
ing to a condition ( amnion to rv 
community.

Spruce Tree 75 Feet High, 14 Inches 
Diameter, Near Junction of Peace 
and Slave Rivers.

flooded, perhaps, once in seven-or eight ___ _______ ______________ __________  which has been hel(
years. Nearly all the points, however, . . .... , *“P moss, disappears,
are above the - high water mark, and river, but there said to lx? very ggod At Fort Chipewyan, 
when these fiats are cultivated, thc^soil *ar^d behind. Be4ow Fort Smith there is . mission has a farm \ 
yields^ the heaviest of crops. On these a-deposit of alluvial soil similar to that of muskeg, right among 1 
flats cultivation of the soil was first un- prairie, and this ektehds as far-as the which was treated in 
del-taken in that part of the country Rocky mountains below 1‘<*t Snnj»on and class soil. They grov
and it Was supposed by many that they cvf*1 akmçthe valley beyond. _ obtained a medal at tl
comprised the only part of the Peace _ Mr- was a* ^_9rt Erov|dence on tion.
river or northern coùfitry from‘Edmon- "ÿv 15,; HK)6. Fort Providence is near After returning fr< 
ton into the north that was suitable for t^rn^ac!^e^15 nXer> ,)n 1902, Mr, Stewart \v
cultivation. For many years experiments latitude 61. 2,i. Thm is .)! / miles by G. A. G Page 16 I 
were carried on on the flats. People "travelled.route from Athabasca Landing, port to the departm 
supposed that when they undertook the kiR as Mr. Stewart could calculate it, few sentences there
cultivation of grain on the height of land about 5o0 miles, farther north than .Ed- had prepared his rcp<
they would get into the muskeg and monton He saw there on July lo, wheat was fresh in his mein
swamp.that adjoined- the river in many m *“c milk, potatoes in flower, peas fit. for ‘‘The principal tree 
places, and grain could not be raised; tomatoes, turnips, rhubard, beets, mountains and the |
but this has been proved to be a fallacy, cabbage, onions, and other garden vege- mostly the white spru
The sampl'd of grain witness had produced, tables. tion hear the prairie
was largely taken from the height of land Small fruits in profusion. that it will be more f
or table land near Éort Vermilion. Thc Thc tomatoes were not fully formed ther increasing deman 
table land is sometimes called “bench and witness did not think they ripened. “The,, country alon 

t *-■>. land,” and this, bench land iq some places They grew them under glass. The straw*- north of the Saskatch
TKe v’ast region north of the^ Saskat- he had raised vegetables and oats evéry is very wide. 'There are places in it, as berries ripened at any time. In fact baska and Peace ri\

chewan valley and west of Keewatin, year.for six years. He had had cattle at the south of Fort Vermilion, aqd to they had ripe strawberries before that, and partly wooded,
which may be broadly described as the there for five winters, and the average the north and west, where there is 100 also raspberries, currants, gooseberries timber are prineipall;
Great Mackenzie Basin, is very much length for feeding them during thé five miles of fhis land dn 'each side of the and saskatoons^ The wheat that Mr. poplar, the former

The Chutes or Great Falls of Peace River, Near Fort VermilionGetting Out Lumber in the OH Fields on the Athabasca River Near
McMurray.

He gives various very valuable tempera­
ture tables showing thè average tempera­
ture at the various government stations 
throughout thc northwest, by months, 
and also the average precipitation of 
rain and snow.
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