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the Petition was ordered to be laid on the table, and theReffslatfbr WretttaiHge. as. for instance, the office» of the Courts had power to a certain 
extent, oser the fees, and hase, besides, power to make certain 
assessments, for the purpose of presiding suitable Court Houses 
and other accommodations, the property being seated in the 
officers of the Coutta. The credit of this Colony was high ; and 
our means were not so limited, but that they might very well 
put their hands into the public purse, and take from thenco a 
sum sufficient for such a purpose ; and the execution of it 
would, he was persuaded, give much satisfaction throughout 
the country. At present there were no respectable places, in 
which the people of the country couM a*s«-n,ble fur useful and 
laudable purposes ; and such buildings, betides affording ac
commodation to the Small Debts Courts, would he very ad
vantageous to the public on many occisions, for the holding of 
public meetings. He, for one, was quite ready to put his hand 
into the public parse for such a purpose ; for hi
that the erection of such buildings would prove _ t __
benefit Let his suggestion, however, be received is it might, |

ding his remarks by the announcement of n message from the 
Lr,ill,lira Council, after the receiving of «kick Ike Ucaaa

Hon Hr. COLES, as CWimen of tk. joint Ce 
ed the draft of aa Address to the Queen, on the 
city of Trade with the United Stales, which pet 
end the same Committee was appointed to preps 
Ilis Excellency, requesting the due transmission i 

AFTERNOON SITTING.
Bill to regelate the Printing of Government Advertisements.

On motion by the Hon. Mr. Werburton, the Bill was re
committed for the purpose of having a certain alteration made 
therein, to obviate the repeal of a certain clause of the Statute 
Lab Mir .Act. which Hjieets that certain Notices shall be insert
ed in *• the Public Papers'*—by which was understood all the 
newspapers published in the Colony. The hon. member ex
plained, that to this end, hi* intention was to propose such an 
alteration in the Kill, as would empower the Government to 
ciuse to be i isorted, in one or more papers, besides the Royal 
Gazelle the Road Notices, as well as Prod «mations and other 
Official Notices, when they should deem it to be for the public 
benefit to do so.

Mr. SPEAKER declared himself opposed to the investing 
of the Government with any soclHliacretio.tary power. When, 
with a view to the support of the Islander, a newspaper in the 
pay of the proprietors, the Act of 1841 was so framed, he op
pos'd it ; and he would oppose it now. He wot Id never con
sent that it should b- put in th- power of the Government to 
corrupt the Press by an exercise of discretionary patronage, 
and to huy the support of any paper by causing to be inserted 
in it a portion of the Gov-rnment Notices or advertisements. 
Torre had not be*m two Government papers either i.vL'anada 
West or Coiada East ; neither were there two official papers, 
either in Nov« Scotia or New Brunswick ; mid there could be 
no good or honest reason why there should be more than one

Mr. LAIRD thought the Government notices and advertise
ments should all be confined to ono paper. l|e did not think 
that the public were benefited by having the nud notices in
serted in all the papers ; for, in fact, the oewspapeie were not 
read by one-half of th- p-ople. If the road notices could not 
be mule sufficiently public by their insertion la one paper, it 
would, he thought be possible to give them all necessity pub- 
licit v by the circulation of handbills throughout the country.

Mr. DOUSE w«e of opinion, that it would be for the public 
benefit, that the Government advertisements, particularly pro
clama: ions of lands and road notices should lie inserted in more 
than one pap>*r, but the choice of papers, for their insertion, 
should not bf dictated by p«rty or political feelings ; but as it 
was a publie set vice, a servie in winch all were concerned, 
the choice should fall upon such paper or papers as bad the 
widest circulation.

Hon. Mr. ROPE replied to the observation of Mr. Douse, 
respecting the publication of the proclamation of lands for non-

Cyment of assessment, that the last advertisement of such 
ids, in the Royal Gazette, had cost Zd, and if it had been in
serted in all the other papers, it would have cost three limes as 

mu-'h more. He hoped, however, to have the honor of arrest
ing the attention of the hon. member for Belfast, by another 
proclamation next term, which he thought would be a more 
effective meihed of reasoning with thus- who were so tardy in 
responding to the just deminds of the Government fur tbe pay
ment of the land t»x.

Him. Mr. COLES thought the House might very safely 
Confide a discretionary power, with respect to such notices, to 
the Government ; for knowing their accountability to the 
House, i| was not very likely that they would abuse it. He 
thought it ri|ht, however, to state that, should the power be 
withheld, lie, as a member of the Government, would deem it 
peifedtly right, tint such a power should be exercised, indepen
dently of anV law, whenever it should appear that its exeicis* 
would he for the public benefit ; and ho would be prepared to 
ket accordingly, in all such ca«es, depending upon a vote of 
the lloii'u to sanction the extra outlay for such public service.

Mr. Il AVI LAND would like to have it hid down as a pis- 
itive principle that all Government notices should be published 
in the official paper only. Toe Government should have no 
discre'ionaiy power in the matter ; by means ol" it they might 
corrupt the poulie press.

Mr. SPE iKER could not see but that one paper might 
publish all the Government advertisements. With respect to 
the road notices, in order that they might obtain sufficient pub
licity. he would recommend that the notices, as regarded time, 
should be extended to four times the petiod to which they have 
generally b<*en limited, Tue newspapers were not taken by 
one-third of the people ; and the inserting of such notices, in 
even two or three of them, would not answer the purpose ; 
and neither would the distribution of handbills : but such an 
extension of time, with respect lo the-notices, as that which 
he had recomm•ruled would, he thought, effect it.

Mr. WIGtlTM.AN s«id that, unless the object were to in
crease the circulation of the Royal Gazette, he could not see 
why such Government advertisements as concerned the public 
at large, shoul I not be given to other pipers also. In his 
opinion, other papers were quite as much entitled to them as
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AFTERNOON SITTING.

House ie Committee of the whole on the Draft Contract and 
Correspondence relative to the Charlottetown Ferry.

On the subject before tbe Committee a very long discussion en-

Hon. Mr. POPE was the first to yj6ek on the question. He mU, 
that Mr. John llanard Itad come forward, and engaged to provide 
a Steam Boat for the Ferry, on certain conditions, which were 
acceded to t»y the Government, and the Contract was prepared ac
cordingly. However, it now appeared, that lie would not sign k, 
unless the Government would convent to advance X650 for the 
erection of Mocks and slips, on each side of the river. lie (Mr. 
Pope) was of opinion, that it would be the best way to give him 
the s/ip, and fall hack upon a Team Boat. The demaud wae a 
most unreasonable one, and it was not unfair to infer, that it ergs 
made only on the expectation, that a refusal would afford an apology 
for backing out.

Messre. DAVIES and DOUSE insisted, strongly and repeatedly, 
that a Strain Boat would never pay, unless suitable accommoda
tion. «aril ns those set forth in Blr. Ila*zaid’s letter to the hon. the 
Attorney General, should he prov ided. Tlie slips, they said, were 
a most needful convenience, and unless, by the erection of protec
tion blocks, something like a dock should be provided for the re
ception of the steamer, there could be no security, that she would 
not, by some strong gale from the east or west lie du-littl to pieces.

lion. Mr. POPE thought, there would not bo found any dispo
sition on the part of the llou*e, to make such art appropriation as 
£630 for such a purpose, lie, certainly, would not consent to aey 
such proposal; but would not be diiqiosed to refuse £200 or £800
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Mr. BEATON presented a Petit to of Free Education,
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adding that he e was positive 
a great publicPet it to from John Bourke, FernMr. BRA PUN premet-d

ef two Petition laid ona grant for his services.
member also presented a Petition from AnthonyTable. The the day was not far distant when such Court Houses would 

have to he erected for the holding of Small Debts Courts under 
one duly qualified and properly salaried itinerant judge, w hose 
salary might be defrayed from the amount of fees paid into the 
Courts.

Mr. MOONEY thought it would be better, in the first place, 
to expend £'1000 in the erection of School houses ; which, 
besides affording suitable accommodations for the reception and 
instruction of children, might very well lie made to accommo
date the Small Debts Commissioners, until the country could 
afford to provide them with Court Houses.

Hon. Mr. COLES. Before undertaking to build Court 
Houses, it would fir*t be necessary to d cide concerning the 
most suitable localities, lie thought it would be most advisa
ble to wait.ami see how the Courts worked, and whether they 
were c-ta’iliahed in the proper quarters. When eslislied on 
those points, he wood have no objection to such an application 
of public money, as that proposed by the Hon. the Treasurer. 
It certainly* was not conducive to the ends of justice to have the 
Courts held in public houses; or to have a hundred or more, on 
such occasions, invading the territories of domestic economy, 
must undoubtedly be very annoying to the mistresses of private 
families. The Bill contemplated the cstab ishment of six Small 
Debts Courts in each County; and, if £30 were to bo expend
ed on the erection of a Court House for each, the outlay would 
not be ruinous.

The Hon. the SPEAKER. What had just been proposed 
might lie all very well, were there soy certainty or even proba
bility.that the law which they were framing would have great
er permanence than others of the like bfeturo which had pre
ceded it. If it were likely to be a lasting thing, and the Dis
tricts could, at the sam.; time, be incorporated for the purpose 
of enabling the Inhabitant-» to provide for their own Road-ser
vice to re'uGte and support their Ghouls, and genera.ly to 
manage their own local affairs, it might he right; but to take 
snv such step, under or in connection with the present Bill, 
which another House might altogether repeal, would be im
prudent. At least it wool I be better to wait, until it should 
have been in operation for twelve or eighteen monlA*, when 
they might be h -tter able to judge, how far the meairfcre was 
likely to be a permanent one. He would much rather, how
ever «.that the people should be given an opportunity of taxing 
themselves, for «II local conveniences and improvements, aa in 
New Brunswick: than that they should have such provided for 
them, out of the publie purse; and, until Districts should be 
incorporated for such purpo-c, he did not think there would be 
any security ag«inst ultimate loss by such erections as Small 
Debts Court Houses. He concurred with the Him. Treasu
rer, with respect to the great benefit which would be expe
rienced from the appointment of a suitable itinerary judge—a 
mm of integrity and of mffleient ability—to supersede the 
Commissioner*. It would be * saving,ho believed,if not lees than 
£200 a year,as respected appeals, attendance of wilnesses.aed 
other things, arising out of suits preferred in the Small 
Délits Courts.

Hon. Mr. COLES. He would move that a clause be added 
to the Bill, direr ting the Clerks of the respective Courts under 
a penalty, to make regular returns of the amount of Fees paid 
ami of the sums sued for in their several Courts. These re
turns would whew,whether the fees would constitute a sufficient 
salary lor a duly qualified itinerating Juilge.
• Such a Clause having been prepared, by the Hon. member, 
a short time after, it was submitted and unanimously agre ed 
to.

liter of a contract for tbe erection of what isMeiNiieghtoe, on the
I—lid Weight*»

Men.Mr. WARBURTON informed the lienee, that the Bridge
I» Ms, the Patktoar’e undertaking,

Warbnrtoo) himself had
with the Hoo. G. Birnie, who was

of Roads and Bridgeed by the
irsetics5fo%* based

Hoo. Mr. POPE bad been well acquainted with this qsew-on for 
sometime, and expected that the .petition would he presented, for 
the petitioner had applied to him to give it his eupport; hot he could 
not give H the smallest countenance. The Commis«i«mers had sa
tisfied the petitioner, that he had failed in performing his contract, 
■nd he was willing to forego the sum of £20, and gave his receipt 
for the balance, what jest pretence then, he coeld make out for 
cowing to the House to rescind his own act, he (Mr. Pope) was 
completely si a lose to understand; and the lloese ought not to 
Waste tha-tr time upon il There could be no reasons advanced in 
eepport of the petition; and it shoe Id not have his support.

Nlr. BK.XTU.N said, the petitioner had not informed him of his 
having given a receipt of the purport ailed «id to by llw hon. Trei- 
eerer; but He hid told him, that the lion Plates complained of by 
the Commissioners as not having been placed in tbe Bridge, were

Otter

1 for the purpose. He, however, iuclim d to believe, that the de- 
: niand on the part of Mr. Ilnszard.wus intended to be a genteel way 
1 of kicking out of the contract; and that he was no longer disposed 
I to have nnv thing to do with it.

Hon. Mr. COI.E8 said, a good Boat was certainly wanted,
■ and it was certainly desirable that the boot ehuold be r 
j but a steamer could not be procured without a previn J nient on the part of the Government to expend such a au 

in the providing rf necessary accommodations, for tl 
three or four years. He had lately had a good deal of e 
upon the subject with a very skilful and «-intelligent eng 
had satisfied him, that a Team Boat, upon a new print 
he constructed, so as to afford sufficient accommodation r 
gem, and at the aaeie time to admit of foer bones to work it being 
kept constantly under cover; and that such n boat could be built 
for tbe £600 required. As be (Mr. Coke) felt perwmdod, that as 
there would be no steam-bout put on this year, they would he 
obliged cither to fall back upon a team-boat, or throw tbe ferry 

j open. The Government was most anxious to 
• to tin- |H <ip|e; but could not, with any proorieV 
I outU;. as £630 for the accommodation ol i «
I recommend, lint the lloi.se shoo'd make au ai 

to tin Government fpr the purpose of making tl 
incuts on each side of the Ferry, and allow the 
of it; and then if Mr. llaszard should be fount!
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PALMER did not-

i of those after-el,liiiH.ftxcept peculiar circumstances:hi doe-
this application, it appeared was not like thettSLZlStiS lie had heard much outside, about

iplaints against the Cumiiiisatoers reia-
e# the 4Sd Beetle* ef the »h« seen published, that the lion. Mr. Ilimie was a pointed Inspector 

general of public works. But tie that so or not, it appeared that 
he ( Mr. Urmia) prop wed an altérai ion after the work had proceed
ed an far, that it could not he complied with, wilhoet undoing much 
that had tieen done. Whether, whea the receipt was given, the 
Petitioner was aware he gave up all further claim or not, he (Mr. 
Palmer coukl not say ; but thought there was sufficient ground for 
the House to notice the Petition, if only for the sake of the Com
missioners themselves, who should undergo an examination by 
a Committee of disinterested members : such an examination would 
Uke up bet vnrv little time.

lion. Mr. POPE could not agree with tbe honorable and learned 
Member for Charlottetown ; on the contrary, he thought, the enter-

te whether «Plea*.

the lefclnlWaft
■laj, aa ta «ta» la Qa

on the contrary, he tl

fcrthe denied
of the reentry. What necesrity

it wm given for ba-
therefore that the Here the ho«soralile member handed the verita

ble docement to the Chairmai that it mijht be inspected.

duly in protecting the public fiom imposition, and coukl clear them
selves before any tribunal, lie (Mr. Pone) did not place more 
valee on what was said outsi-Je, than lie did upon two straws. It 
was a matter of regret, continued the honorable mendier, to Have 
to state, that the Petitioner's word could not be confided in. lie 
was comparatively a stranger, but liad been here sufficiently long 
to establish that fart.

lion. Mr. COLES said, the Petitioner had constantly importun
ed the Magistrates, and caused them very great trouble. It ap-

rred evident, he intended to make a giwd job of it, and thought 
coukl deceive the Commissioners; hut they, as in duly bound, 
both to themselves and the public, circumvented his scheming. The 

honorable m«*oilier, fir Chirlotielown, h id expressed Ills surprise ut 
th* name of an Inspector general of public works : why so. lie (Mr. 
Coles) could not tell; fur it must be known to him. that an ap
propriation of £60 had, last 8es-ion. been set apart for the p lyment 

—i un officer. If the honorable member intended to insinuate 
i Inspector was not required, he should have witnessed what 
r. Coins) had seen, when the Government House was under 

Then it was discovered, that on a previous occasion, when 
supposed good and substantial work had been put in, nothing 
bbisli had been used, where the eye coukl not detect lire ba
rn It was by request of the Commissioners, that Mr. Birnie 
o examine tlie Bridge ; and he not only found the Iron Plates 
ig, but bad work; and an evident intention not to abide by 
a tract. Such barefaced attempts ought to be put a stop to, 
ir others and to operate as a warning in future. £20 was 
equivalent for the nonperformance of the stipulations in the

Mr. WIOHTMAN had understood a new plan was introduced 
after the Petitioner ha«l progressed in the work, and that he could 
shew that he was a loser thereby. If ao, he (Mr. Wightman) 
thought he was entitl «1 to the consideration of the House.

Mr. BEATON said, lie was informed that there were two plans; 
and tbe receipt given, the Petitioner might not have thought to he 
of that importance which several honorable members seemed to ut

il on. Air. POPE was much disposed to lake a favourable view of 
the case of the late Contractor, Mr. Tremain. Owing, perhaps, 
to a want of proper eneigy on his part, the public had certainly 
suffered much inconvenience; but he himself had suffered inucli 
more than the public, by the loss of the capital which he embarked 
in the speculation, which had not failed wholly through lit* own 
fault, but partly through certain errors and mistakes for which he 
could not justly be blamed ; and partly, perhaps, also from certain 
inconveniences which it was not in his power to remove. Still, 
however, he (Mr Pope) was persuaded, that had tlie Ferry been 
properly cooducied, it would have yielded tlie contractor a very 
sufficient reward. To throw the Ferry open to the competition of 
small boats would answer very well, so far as foot-passengers were 
concerned ; but they coukl afford no proper or certain accommoda
tion for tbe transport of horses and carriages. Under existing cir
cumstances. he was thsrcforc disposed to recommend, that Mr. Tré
ma in sltould be allowed, if willing, to put on his 8 tea in Beet again 
in tlie summer, provided it should be supplied with new boilers and 
otherwise properly repaired. He would be just as much disposed 
to trust to Mr. Tremain's boat, as any other; unless he had an 
opportunity of judging respecting tlie capabilities of another when 
actually on tlie station. Should no agreement, however, be made 
with Air. Tremain for the renewal of his contract, the best way, he 
thought, would be to authorise the Government to advertise for a 
Team Boat. It would be tlie most economical plan. Some were 
of opinion, that it was now too late Id’ think of patting a Team 
Boat on the Ferry the next season; but he was of a contrary opinion. 
Such a Boat might be provided, and if site were not quite reedy 
at the commencement of the Season, sail boats might supply her 
place for a short time.

Mr. DOUSE much approved of the suggestion of the hon. the 
Treasurer with respect to Mr. Tremain’s steam-boat ; and he thought 
k would, under present circumstances, be well to try k a while 
longer, lie should like to see a Committee appointed to endeavor 
to make some arrangement with Mr. Tremain, with a view to put- 
tine bis steamboat on tlie ferry again next season.

Mr. Y Et) thought it wonkl be the best plan to try to agree again 
with Mr. Tremain for one y ear.

Mr. MOONEY. If the House granted what they considered a 
sufficient sum, to make the improvements required, and he, for one, 
hoped they would do so, it would be for the Government to see 
justice done to the people in its expenditure. In the first place, 
their share was paid out of the public tieasury, and then they had 
altvrwards to pay their ferriage out of their own pockets. When so 
taxed, it was very unfair tlmt wlien coming to market with their 
produce for sale, they should be kept on tlie other side of the Hills
borough. through the mismanagement of tlie ferry boat, until two 
or three o’clock in the afternoon.

lion. Air. WARBUUTUN could not agree with the lion, member 
for Belfast, that Mr. Tremain’s steamboat could, with any regard to 
the safety of passengers, be again put upon the ferry. The ma
chinery of tlie boat was completely out of order; and nothing, he 
believed, but new machinery and a new boat coukl remedy her de
fects. *

Mr. THORNTON. It was now neerlv the first of March, and 
he was afraid that there would not be sufficient time to provide n
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MORNING SITTING.
Tuesday, February 10, 18Û2.

SMALL DEBTS BILL.
Great part of the morning was consumed, in a Committee of 

the whole House, on further consideration of this Bill; princi
pally in the matter ol Fere to be pai l to the Clerks of the Court 
and CooMablrg, which, in many instances,were reduced. This 
lengthy Bill had now hr en gone through by the Committee,and 
although progress was reported, and leave asked and given, to 
sit again, it was not to delay the engrossing of it.

Petitions vvrre presented on the subject of Fice Education 
and concerning Wharfs and Roads, by M-ssrs. Thornton, 
Laiid, and Davies, and the Honblcs,, K. Whelan and J. Pope, 
The latter Hon. gentleman in presenting one flora Cape Tra
verse, nunv-iously and respectably signed, said he regretted to 
say, the petitions dissented from the propo-ed scheme to bring 
about the blessings of Free Education. Aa one which he had 
presented, stated similar reasons for opposition,it was vety evi

dent to him (Mr. P ) that some interested party, having some 
sinister end in view, was going about those parts to impress on 
the minds of the people cxiggerated statements, totally un
founded in fact. /

On motion of the Hon. Mr. Coles, the House went into a 
Committee of the whole on the Draft Contract and Correspon
dence, relative to Charlottetown Ferry.

A Letter from Mr. Henry Hasxard, addressed to the Attor
ney General, was then read. Through this letter, Mr. John 
Hasxard declines to execute a contract, previously entered into, 
to provide a Steamer to ply from Chailotietown to the other

tbe Royal Gazelle.
Mr. DOUSE. If they were not to be given to all the pa

pers, lie would say, let them be strictly confined toAhe Royal 
Gazette.

Mr. WARBURTON would not have the smallest objection 
to such an arrangement. He had not, in the first place, pro
posed it, because lie feared that, should he do so, he would he 
taxed with an unfair desire to favor that paper.

Hon. Mr. POPE. Should the Bill be so framed, as to ren
der it imperative on the Government to confine all Government 
advertisements and official notices to one paper ; and should 
any emergency arise to render it necessary to act otherwise, 
lie, as a member of the Government, would not hesitate to re
commend each a course as perfectly justifiable.

House resumed, and progress repotted.
House in Committee on the Small Debts Bill—Mr. FLYNN 

in the Chair.
Court Houses for Small Debts Commissioners. 

x The Committee, al ter-the question had undergone consider
able discussion, concluded that it would be most for the fur
therance of justice and the public benefit, in the Small Debts 
Courts, that all such Courts, both the quarterly sad the month
ly, should consist of five Commissioners, three of whom should 
be a quorum ; and it was agreed, that the Bill should be 
amended accordingly.

The question having been settled, the Hoo. Mr. Pope took 
occasion to animadvert, with much severity, npon the very 
great sad obvious impropriety ef holding Small Debts Courts ie 
Taverns, as in too many instances was the case throughout the 
Island. No person, surely, would he so absurd as to any, that 
the asoseiatioes of a grog-shop could he favourable to the pure; 
administration of justice ; or eoeld fail to perceive how desir
able It wee that these Courte should he removed from imme
diate contact with immorality and disorder. Some Commis- 
sinners, with that view, hod held their Coerta, alternately, at 
each other’s beoaos; hut eeeh aa artaegemeat, notwithstanding 
the propriety of its object, was objectionable, aa occasioning

Hoe. Mr- POPE said, the might have the £10 in

Mr. LAIRD remarked, that from what he had heard from ho-
ti» Mm
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