tions they observed Seliera] they were near
it af their turning]jint.

I the spring they jeoospecic! around the
month of the Stewart river, but Snding noth-
fng o satisfy them, turned their boat down
stream, and on the lower siver found their
sssociates from Britich Columoia, and al-o
fous=1 McQuesien and hiz asseciate, Mave,
wha had followed 1l dewn the Mackonzie
and crosed 10 the TPoscupine n Seplember,
Space forbids futther reference to the ante-
codenls of these twoe men than 1o say that
thes were Americans— McQucsien frem the
statr of Maine—and that they had tor several

years jeevionsiv heenr fur trading and teap.
ping in the Sthabasca and Peace river @3
tricts.

McOuesirn enicresd the scrviee of the Alas.
ka Comnmerciai Company, and in  that cem-
jans’s emvioy came up the nver an their
steasier ““Vuken' te where in lugsst. 1573,
bhe 51’ Fort Relianee within sight of the
golden Kiondike, which he amd his pariner
Harper called ““Tron deg™
Indian sawe for 11, “Tren-dik ™

Harper prosjracted anonnd the mon
Rerukuk for ssme time, and
McQursten at Reliance and
parinership with him which lasted §
Tiading for many yrars at the

very wearly the

vears

step ot Bidden millioms of the now world

IaTnas crerks ey shiich they eften buniesd,
hut never Jooke! far geld, o 11 they d3d,
pever drsamod  of the Tunied reasutes Had

how ifereniiy

Viuken bhmve lsen

N 12
sgwels shieh svenres] hiss o £
Sl wmeather and unisverable

conditions stopjed his werk, which be in-
tended 1o resutie next  vear, but was ordered
by the compans to the jow:r nver, and he
conid not afford to disol ey his enders

When ene refiecis o how nearly 1his man
a generation ago came 1o stantiing the world
with the hiscovery of Kevukak, Tan.an ah

on which be prosjeciod | Forizmile, Sixis
mile, the KRlomdike, and Stemant and 'he
White river coppet degasit=, how be Ineld 10
witiess others completing the wmk he bad
hegun, and how he dicsd 2 comparatively

vourg mmn S jost as the Klondike was
openirg s peiden gates to him, one carnel
bt wonder a1 the vagaries of fate,

s taith and cortidemce in iBe country
wete almest praphetic, and his carn speendence
with old acquaimanses had much 1o 4o with
11s develogmmen:.

We cotie now 10 a shart siatement of the
goiden Jdiscoveries in the Terzss

mining region.  In the early eghises a few
miners made their way inia 1he segion by 1he
ol Dyea pass and prespeciing aleng the
main river reachod the Stewart, where they

oty amd =d.

worked severa! voars with suck suecess and
in s=ch pumbers that Harper, 15 the summer
of 5, erecied a trading post for their ac-
Mitherto al! the pol
in the camniry uas fine and required merenn
1o save i1, which is hardly 1o b= wondered at
when we consider thiat alf the mining Jdom
in 15 hew-

CotnTrewinT tevss fessznndd

was har and suriace Jdigging

¢ pold was diwevered on Fartvmsile

t 25 miles ap, and the &iloan
vear the Stewat! wa= ahandoned and Harper
N NMcOnesten started the town of Fortrmile
in September, 1857, and it remained the
principal emperinm on the Vekon siver for

3

ter yeats, apd is Ly ne moeass Jdead el

thesph 1 mining segien i« muach smalier,

and poor uhen compared with the awson
district.

i «<all the atteniion of the croakers who
presiict the speedy  estinction of Dawson to
this fact:

in those early days from 200 to Joo miner=
came inte the country cvery scar, but as
ireighting accommelations were ihen very
limited and not more than cnough provisions
fur =% to 1o men coul be got rp, only about
that number wonld winter in the country,
1the others making their way out by joling
up of gorng Jdown 1o St Michael, and from
there 1o Seattle or San Franciseo. The re-
pons of those men kept alive the interest in
the country wieh lod 10 its gradual explora-
110m and development.  Rich finds were made
om Firch ereck 1 181 and Circle Uity sprang
inte existenve ; goesd dirt was found on Mis-
ston crevk amd s tribatary  American creek
1w or three years later, and about the same
time the rich crecks  Miller and Ulacier on
the head «f Nixtvmile were exploited. Many
now began to turn their sttention 1o other
reginns, and in 157 Robert Hendersen, from
Prince Fdwand Island, down Yo the sea, and
his sssociates, Munson amnd Smamsen, dis.
coverel rich dint en Geld Bettom creck

since named Hunlker | and Hendorson's in-
vitation = George W, Carmack, of Califer
nia, to jein them on Gold Rottem led to the
distevery of gold on Bonanza and Eldorads,
amd to the world-wide fame of the Kiendike.
In 1557 twe men spesl the summcr prospect
img this river bl proncumocd 3t werthiess
and again in 1553 three men spent the season
on it and nterned the same verdicl, and
steanpely anuegh, < of them Jocated n
15 a gew=! claim an Tosansa, and scquired
a comfortable competence. We might muits
piy these dy=ppointments or mistakes, Tt




