B} Ohve Shreiner.
eht 1 stood on the border of a
“desert and the sand blew about
here. And I thought 1 saw two
oures like beasts of burden of
desert, and one lay upon the sand
ity neck stretched out, and one
d by it. And I looked curiously at
one that lay upon the ground, for it
k, and the
that it

reat burden on its bac
as. thick about it so

1 “What is this
creature who lies here on the

s.she
ears men m ‘her ])Od)

I said, “Why does she lie here
nless with the sand piled around
'e'anqwered “Listen, I will tell
“Ages and ages long she has lain
and the wind has blown over her.
Idest, oldest man living has never
ove; the oldest, oldest book
that «he lay here then, as she
ow. with the sand about her.
Older than the oldest bool,
the oldest recorded memory
the Rocks of Tanguage, on
I-baked clay of Ancient Cus-
( crumb]mrr to: .decay; vare
ﬁﬁ%srk% of her footsteps'y Side
e with his who stands beside her
ace them; and you know
o now lies there once wan-

over the rocks with him.”
d, “V\’hy does she lie there

>

nd when she btooped low to
“to her young, and her back
he put his burden of sub-

0 it, and tied it on with the
or} Inevitabler Necessity.
looked at the earth and the.
wothere was no hope for

¢ lay down on the sand with

B umld not loosen.  Ever

have come, and the ages have gone, b
the .band of Inevltable I\egessxty has
not been cut.”

And I looked and saw in her e
the terrible patience of the centurie
the ground was wet with her tears, an
hér nostrils blew up the sand. 5

And l said, “Has she ever tried |
move ? .

And he said, “Sometimes a limb haS
quivered. But she is wise; she know‘ﬂ
she cannot rise with the burden on.
her.”

And T said, “Why does not he who
stands by leave her and o g s

And he said, “He cannot Look

And T saw a broad band passm'g '
along the ground from one to the other
and it bound them tooether

He sald

c"mnnr movc‘
And he said, “No."” ik
And' I heard a qound ()f bometh o
cracking, and T looked, and T saw
band that bound the burden on to
back broken asunder; and the ’rm
rolled on to the ground.

And 1 ~a1(l “What is this?"

lhe

\ne of Nervo Ch
Force has killed him with the knife
holds in his hand; and silently and i
visibly he has crept up to the wom:
and w1th that knife of Mechanical I

Fnrce is dcad

Necessity is broken.
now.” kb
And [ saw that she still lay m
less on the sand, with her eyes o
and her neck stretched out. And
~seemed to look for something on
far-off border of the desert that
came. And T wondered if she
awake or asleep. And as I looked
hody quivered, and a licht came inte
her eyes, like when'a sunbeam |
into a dark room.
1 said, “What i is. it?” -
He whispered. “Hush! the thp{!
has come to her, ‘Might I not rise "
And T fooked And she raised




