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TALES OF THE TOWN.

¢ I'must have l(b—:rty
Withal, aslarge a charter as the wind
To blow on whom I please.”

LD. BELYEA’S motion to insert a
clause in all contracts entered
into by the corporation of the
city of Victoria prohibiting the em-
ployment of Chinese in connection
with the work or of material in the manu-
facture of which Chinese are employed,
has been adopted by the city council.
Quite naturally, the laboring men who
have suffered the most by Chinese labor,
are jubilant at Ald. Belyea’s success. in
probing the great el to its source, and if
he follows the matter up, he will no doubt
earn for himself their everlasting gratitu-
tude. Strange, too, that this motion should
emanate from a man who makes no pre-
tensions of being in accord with the aspir-
ations of the horny-handed son of toil. He
has rather sovght to repel any such idea;
yet it remains a fact that he has struck
the greatest prop from under the Chinese
superstructure. While the municipal
elections were in progress, Ald. Belyea
made no promises as to what he would do
for the laboring man ; these things he left
to Damon Baker and Pythias Bragg, who
stood around the cormers and execrated
the Chinese and exalted the white laborer.
That they were elected by the votes of their
dupes is strongly in evidence.

But talk is cheap. It did not cost Ald.
Baker and Bragg much to promise this,
that and the other thing; but when it
came down to reducing their professions
into plain, every-day practice, the worthy
pair concluded to flop. Of course, as Ald.
Bragg learnedly remarked, there may be a
“ unitarian side ” to the affair, although
what the “Uaitarians” have to do with
this secular matter at this moment is not
apparent. -1t occurs to many that it was
not merely britherly love for the Chinese
that prompted the two aldermen to come
forward as the avowed champions of cheap
labor. In faet some go so far as to say
that some aldermen are interested in the
employment of Chinamen. If the talk of
those interested in the abolition of the
Chinese counts for anything, it is quite
certain that Ald. Baker and Bragg will
never be permitted to occupy seats at the
council board another year. Henceforth
they shall be known as the * Chinese

Although not having thehonor tooccupy
the onerous position of fire editor of this
great family publication, I may say that
it has fallen to my lot to be in the vicinity
of several fires lately, and so have had an
opportunity of observing the work of the
fire department staff. The last fire, up to

advantage, and it must be said that the
boys were a credit to any city. Everything

a systematic manner that showed perfect
confldence in each other as well as compe-

the sound advice of the le

muddie-headed cragze for eco
are pursuing a course which

paltry dollars just now.

fect efficiéncy.
little improvement that has been added

has either been granted grudgingly, or a

posity and gas than so many old women.

In this connection it might be remarked
that other cities have a very commend-
able custom which is markedly absent

departments are given annual vacations,

take them to some bigger city

in the course of a couple of months, and

it will be at his own personal expense,
whereas the information and education
he will obtain at that convention will be
worth a considerable sum to the city at
large. In fact, the best remedy for this
want of enterprise on the part of
council is to doas Mr. Van Horne
occasionally with the city

the time of writing, was that of the Ameri-

can hotel, which occurred at a time when | Monireal, and that is, put them in a

the department could be seen to the best | special car and take them to some big
city where the rush and roar of things

will brush the cobwebs off their eyes,

went like well oiled, carefully kept ma- | and put something of life and common
chinery. Orders were given and obeyed in | sense into their old moss back bodies.

S

From lnforniutlon received from private

tence on the part of chief and men, A
sources, I conclude that the Chicago
;:ﬁ':::;n‘:m:vz;mamt:;;ll:ouzze World’s Fair is not meeting with that high -
L
especially such an important branch of the ﬁ:?::;ﬂ’::ﬂ:l which it was considered
civic service. It is one which the Chief | i “5ould beat all creation and that the
Justice said, in the late Royal Commission, Americins would astoutal asd open the
should not be touched with a view to re- | .00 of visitors from all parts of the world
duction in either number or salaries ; the who would be amaszed at the wondsrful
city cannot afford to lessen its efficiency sights which would be seen there. Men of
In any respect. Butls the city following | oblity and futelligence from Great Britain
d i 4
Justice? It is feared not. In their insane, f::kh::p:: :he ‘a:::;::’;::‘: :“nd eqt:xoa.ln::
my, they | hoir expectarions, being especially disap-
ill be far pointed in the exhibits of the Americans.
more expensive to the ratepayers in the By some it is regarded as a money-making
end than the ostensible saving of a few undertaking, but, judging from the re-
Hrte Is an fnttss tarns for the month of May, those that
tation which, after perfect sanitation, is expected to make money out of it will be
what the city mogot;w‘d: :: ;:t:;e °lf§3°r' equally disappointed with the visitors to
P €Y | whom I have referred above.

Its promoters thought

A correspondent writes concerning one

howl about extravagance has been raised. R
The chiet has bogged and beamed for them | {eias, o NS TS0 TG ST T
as though they were personal favors; in Midway Plaisance is being boomed at the
fact, I do not remember him sending one fth
application for an increase of salary for e:pens: O:v;::: f:lr:);: :;e ;;:dtmz:t:ou:nds
it ally, i 3 Aces skut Somlon :um :ee thf -yttnctIon- of thstyhk:z
of requests from him for improvements street only knew it, they are wasting much
that a live committee, which knew its valuable time, as well as hard earned coin.
duty, would never letha. c:::‘ bwve to ';k With a few notable exceptions, the attrac-
for. lTh: a;;;;l;anoes r‘: ot B axy £ : tions of the Midway Plaisance are a delu-
;‘:";i:: mzt" ’15;:.;): th: dm:ge::xe sionand a :m;reil Th:r; isadim susplci:n
: that three-fourths of them never saw the
when the electo;se:;lll :le::t‘gusitnes; men | 1and of any other continent but America,
with business o » ﬁl'll:d'e o ;’ chumps | ;.4 their purpose in reaching ou* after
with wooden heads, th more ver- | .}, oreat American dollar is so obvious as
to be very funny to all except the fleeced.”

Premier Davie, who left Victoria to visit

the Kootenay country, according to the
reports which come as to his movements, |
here. The heads of the Fire and Police | abandoned that idea, much to the disap- .
pointment of the people of the great
and a present n.ade them sufficient to mining section of the province, and went
east among the following of President Van
where they can obtain pointers for the | Horne of the C. P. R. There would appear
working of their respective departments, | to be something mysterious as to his
Now there is a great convention of fire | movements, as it is said nothing official or
chiefs to take place in San Francisco, | otherwise has been heard regarding him.
Is he following the example of Premier
I venture to predict that if the chief of Mercier in the way of announcinga visit to
our fire staff can manage to attend it, |one place and then turning apin a wonder-
ful way upon the continentof Europe? I
are anxious to know what he is doing, and
I doubt not that the same is the gen-

eral feeling.

It is remarked by an American news-

paper that this has been a year when
of vwmmuvmompmucmmgm
| ke
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