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Easter Day, April 4th, 1920.

Subject: The Resurrection of Jesus, 
St. Luke, 24:1-43.

In this long lesson there are four principal 
points of interest. *

1. The Fact of the Resurrection. The announce
ment of the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus was 
made to the women who came early to the tomb. 
What our Lord had said about His Resurrection 
on the third day had not been understood by His 
disciples. It was an event so stupendous that 
they were incapable of having clear expectation 
of it in that literal sense in which our Lord told 
them it would come to pass. These women, there
fore, came to the tomb for the purpose of com
pleting the work of embalming the Lord’s Body. 
They were worried about how the great stone at 
the door of the tomb might be removed. The 
thought of finding that Jesus was alive never for 
a moment entered their minds. They were sur
prised when they found that the stone was rolled 
away and that the Body of Jesus was not within. 
Then the angels made to them the announcement 
of the Resurrection and gave them a message 
for the eleven apostles.

2. St. Peter verifies the story of the Resurrec
tion. The apostles were no more ready to believe 
in the fact of the Resurrection than the women 
had been. They were slow to believe. Peter 
went to investigate for himself. St. Luke briefly 
makes that statement but, in St. John 20: 2-10, 
there is a very dramatic account of.his visit to 
the tomb, in company with the Apostle St. John. 
The apostles and friends of Jesus were hard to 
convince of the truth of His Resurrection. The 
witness of the Empty Tomb, the testimony of 
the angels and the appearances of the Lord Him
self brought to bear upon them evidence so con
vincing and undeniable that the Fact of the 
Resurrection became the first and foremost 
theme in apostolic preaching.

3. Jesus appears on the way to Emmans. Two 
unknown disciples saw the Lord on the evening 
of the first Easter Day. They were walking to
gether, thinking and speaking of Him, when Jesus 
drew near and went with them. Their invitation 
to abide in their house was accepted and Jesus 
revealed Himself to them in the breaking of 
bread. Verse 29 is the basis of Lyte’s beautiful 
hymn, “Abide with me, fast falls the eventide.” 
These men walking with Jesus and having Him 
as their Guest, are men who are unknown in the 
Church. We have the namè of one, Clebpas, but 
the name of the other is not given. There is no 
way of finding out who he was. A wise preacher 
advised his congregation, “Let each one of you 
put yourself in his place.” We may all have 
Jesus as Companion and Guest. The Lord knew 
both Cleopas and his comrade, and He knows all 
who love Him. “TJie Lord knoweth them that 
are His.”

4. Jesus Appears to the Eleven. That same 
evening Jesus also appeared to the apostles and 
others who were speaking of His appearance to 
Simon. The doors were shut yet Jesus came and 
stood in the midst. “By many infallible proofs” 
He made Himself known to these frightened, dis
ciples who thought, at first, that they saw a 
Spirit. The whole narrative is so direct and 
simple and showiji us the point of view of the dis
ciples of our Lord that one cannot fail to see how 
conviction was brought home to them concerning 
the Resurrection. They did not expect such an 
event. They certainly did not invent the story of 
it. They had to be convinced that it was true. 
The proof was so strong that they could not help 
believing and, as they believed, so they preached 
■“Jesus and the Resurrection.” .

The Anglican Forward 
Movement—And After

by a Toronto Churchman
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Anglican Forward Movement is 
next?” Not that anyone is thinking of a new 
“Movement;” the question really relates to the 
need of conserving in the Church’s ordinary life, 
the forces elicited by the Movement.

A hope of a larger spirit and of a finer and 
more efficient service in the future was, without 
doubt, one cause of the wonderful response to 
the call of the Movement—a hope that at last 
the Churçh had aroused itself toward nobler 
achievement, not only in money raising, but along 
every line of its life of worship and work. On the 
other hand, the Movement demonstrated the fact 
that the Church has large powers available if she 
chooses to use them aright. All that is now need
ed is a definite, concrete policy of advance, and 
practical steps toward its realization.

It is very encouraging, and yet entirely to be 
expected, to know that this matter has already 
engaged the attention of the Dominion Executive 
Committee of the A.F.M. At its February meet
ing the situation was discussed from the point of 
view of, future developments and a sub-com
mittee appointed, representative of both clergy 
and laity, with power to add to its number, to 
consult with the whole Church. Its Chairman is 
the Bishop of Montreal.

By way of preliminary, a message was sent 
to each Diocesan Bishop, informing him of the 
step taken, and asking that consultation be held 
with the clergy and laity of his diocese as to 
how best conserve, develop and direct the out
come of the Movement; and that, the results of 
such consultation be sent to the Chairman of the 
Sub-committee. The latter will collate them.

In pursuance of this request, the Bishop of Tor
onto (to give an instance of what is taking 
place), called together the available diocesan 
A.F.M. workers early in March to discuss the 
steps to be taken. The meeting was an informal 
one, but the discussion brought forth two sug
gestions, one toward making a beginning of 
local action in the diocese itself, the other hav
ing reference to the wider purposes of the Do
minion Executive.

As to the first, there can be no doubt about the 
desirability of immediate action. A spirit has 
beep called forth by the A.F.M. canvass which 
should be caught up at once. Any action taken 
should be thought of merely'as a beginning of a 
gradually unfolding programme, and as ultimate
ly relating itself to the wider ends of the Do
minion Executive. It should address itself first 
tp the most obvious task—to the thing which can 
be done. However plain and simple that may be, 
it will lead on to other things.

Now the suggestion made by the Toronto meet
ing is the very obvious one of taking steps to 
maintain the contact already set up between the 
parish A.F.M. workers and the people among 
whom they have worked. This is a natural 
Starting-point. Between these two bodies of 
people, the latter, a very large one .indeed, the 
former comprising some of the keenest spirits. 
in the Church, a new and cordial relationship 
has, in many parishes, been set up. What more 
natural, as an immediate first step in a follow-up 
movement, than to maintain and strengthen this 
relationship for wider purposes than the raising 
of money—purposes covering, ultimately, the 
whole work and worship of the Church?

Action already taken in two parishes in Tor
onto will illustrate this suggestion. These 
parishes have kept their A.F.M. organization in
tact, and, merely as a first step in an advance 
movement, are addressing themselves through 
these agencies, to a “Church-going” canvass, par
ticularly among the men of the parish. A real 
opportunity of telling service lies just here. 
Large numbers of subscribers made their contri
butions out of a spirit of general good-will, and 
of a desire to help in a “good cause” which most 
people were taking a share in. They are not per
sonally connected in any really active way with 
the worship and work of the Church. A pro
portion of them at least will respond to earnest 
action. What these parishes have done is simply 
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WE are suffering to-day from a plague tt 
prophets, as well as profiteers! AH «f 
us are in the business,, more or lew— 

myself included. We see so far ahead, and u 
the old fellow said of the trouble he had lee 
in the course of his life, “Most of it never hap
pens.” Every other man you run up against has 
a “vision” of some kind, which in reason is well 
enough, for we have it on the highest authority 
that “where there is no vision the people periti," 
but there is a balance in all things, as the old 
saying expresses it in the original, visions for 
breakfast, dinner and s.upper are rather a wfoty 
and unsubstantial diet, and are certainly not t I 
“balanced ration.” Doesn’t the authority already j 
quoted, also say, “He who regardeth the heavens 
shall not grow rich.” There is too much star
gazing to-day. Meteorology is a useful science, 
but it can be overdone, and has been and-is to
day. We have too many Futurists among us, 
the fellow who is too busy building bridges for 
the day after to-morrow to cross the otie he is 
standing on. The prophets of evil* are particu
larly busy at present, and it cannot be denied 
that there is plenty of material lying around 
But when was it ever, otherwise. You can al
ways find trouble if you look for it. No one, and 
I am the last myself to do it, can deny thgt there 
is much to-day to cause anxiety and misgiving. 
The clouds are dark and lowering, but God is-lffil 
behind them. Things have looked as black be
fore. Think, for instance, of the long agony <d 
the breaking up of the Roman Empire, the irai» 
tion of the Moslem, when the whole fate Of 
Europe and of mankind hung on the issue of the 
Battle of Tours, and if, as Lord Houghton «ays 
in his poem, “The arm of Charles Martel bad 
failed upon the field of Tours,” and the greet 
upheaval of the French Revolution. But human
ity and our Christian civilization survive*!-it slL
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When I was a boy we used to have what WWI 
called the “three estates of the Realm”—Church, 
Crown and Parliament, to this was added late? 
on, the Press. Now we have a fifth estate, the 
“Movies.” The influence of the movies 'during 
the past eight or ten years in the formation, uot 
only of public opinion, but of individual oufwO» 
and character, is something which defies any at
tempt .at analysis or calculation. Nothing, in 
my opinion, has contributed so largely and 
rectly to the spirit of discontent with things ss 
they are and have been, and that general re
settlement, which we call “unrest,” as those «W 
assimilated representations of what is going * 
everywhere behind the scenes, in society, business 
and politics. The movies have been a 
to tens of thousands of people, who ‘ otherwise 
would have had no first-hand knowledge of con
ditions outside of their own circle; who seldom 
read and who had no means of acquiring W 
knowledge of these things. Now they are brpttgN . 
face to face with people and their doings, 
hitherto they saw through a mist and afar 
as it might be the denizens of another spb*r®v 
Familiarity with the luxurious life of th® 1*® 
and exalted, has kindled their imaginatif 

, greatly sharpened their class consciousness 
antagonism, and has bred in many cases a flPjg 
if vague, resentment against conditions Vnjjjl 
makes possible this tremendous contrast betw#® 
the rich and the poor. The masses, of courts 
were familiar with certain phases of th® 
of the rich, now their inner life has been reveaW 
to them, often it is true in an exaggerated 
or at least under its worst aspects, its extrava
gance, selfishness, luxuriousness and idle®®* 
Their eyes have been opened. The movies 
brought about one of the greatest awakeOMw 
in history—class consciousness—and the 
not yet.
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