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and missions liavv trees, and many little, as 
well as big hearts are made glad bv the pre­
vails that are given. and the accompanying 
time of rejoieing. It is also observed in the 
same wav in the many hospitals, and in the 
Lepers' Home. Idle ( Ireek Orthodox ("lmrch 
celebrates ('hristmas twelve days after the 
usual day on the day 
, i f Epiphany, t h e 
sixth of [anuary. The 
da\ is eelelMated bv 
them ex act ly as I >y 
the Latins or Roman 
( at In dies, w ith the ex-
eeptions of the 1 ’atri
areli. aee< mipanied. by
. . i ; 1 \ two i it Ills

I hslii ips, and by the 
Russian and < - reek 

( i mstils w in i aee< un- 
pain him. 1 he Rus­
sian ( « nisul corre- 
-|h unis to the 1 Tench 

t oitstd in occupying 
the position uf de­
fender of his faith in 
the Last ; the bishop 
of I lethleliem comes 
i nit to meet the 1 'atri- 
arch, m a king the 
number of 1 ïisln >ps 
three, to correspond 
with the Three Wise 
XIen. Amitlier and de-
vi< led difference L
that in the procès sii hi

in the gfiittn in» w ax
babe i s taken, they
ha\ ing a 1 levied ab­
111 lITVIK e 1 if this êtis-

the ba])tism of a silver cross, which they take 
as an emblem of Christ, dipping it three times 
in holy water, with a few drops of holy oil 
added. A god-father is appointed for this 
cross till the time for the baptism at the next 
Kpipliany. The one who*is appointed god­
father pays the Church a goodly sum for this

tom of the Latins, 
and as the Latins 
leave the babe till this 
dav to remove it, no 
little strife has often 
been aroused between 
tin m. It will be re 
numbered that in the 
\ ear 1851 the Cri­
mean war broke out, 
and that it originated 
at this ( lmrch of the 
Xativitv. through the 
strife between the 
( 1 reeks and I aitins.
Idle < 1 reeks having a 

different almanac from 
the Latins, throws 
the day of their 
( hristmas, 1 Tcember 
the 5111, (ui January 
the 6th. l he Armen­
ians, who use the 
same calendar as the ■
Greeks, have Christ­
mas still twelve days 
later, as they claim 
Christ's birth and the
date of 1 lis baptism to be the same? January 
6th seems to have been the date on which 
ancient Christians celebrated Christmas. I lie 
Armenians, Svrians, Copts and Abyssinians 
have their services together. These are all 
Monophy sites. / Their service differs little 
from that of the Greeks, with the exception of
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honour, and also gives money to the poor 01 
the Armenian congregation. Seven sheep 
or enough oxen to amount to the same, are 
killed and cooked during the night, from the 
broth of which the Patriarch has a porridge 
of crushed wheat made. The next morning 
he distributes $ with a portion of meat to each

family of his congregation in Bethlehem 
There are about thirty families of them.

There are many places of interest to visit 
during (he Christmas celebration in Jerusalem 
and Bethlehem, and although the natives do 
not have a Santa Claus as the Europeans do, 
still, with the different celebrations Coming as

they do, thev have 
twenty-four days of 
feasting and fnTick­
ing to indulge in, as 
very little business of 
any kind is trans­
acted till the feasts are 
all concluded. ( )ne 
place of great interest 
to visit in Jerusalem 
is the St. Salvador,/ 
Roma n C a th o lrc 
church. Here they 
have in cardboard a 
panorama giving a 
history of the birth of 
Christ from the be­
ginning, showing the 
Wise Men of the 
East a p p r o a clung, 
with their servants, 
and camels loaded 
with presents. There 
is the grotto, with the 
manger with the star 
above it, donkeys and 
cows feeding and go­
ing in and out ; also the 
shepherds' field is 
shown, showing the 
sheep grazing, the 
shepherds stan ding 
by, and the angels 
who proclaim ed 
“Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth 
peace, good-will to­
ward men.” May the 
time soon come when 
this proclamation is 
realized, when the spot 
so often disgraced by 
greyd and strife, may 
indeed be blessed by 
“Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth 

< peace, good-will to­
ward men."
C. H. Baldensperger.

Jerusalem.

Preparing for Christ­
mas.—Christmas once 
more is upon us, and 
rejoicings will be 
many. May our joy 
be the unfading 
and changeless one 
which springs from 
the Christ who is the 

guest ot our hearts. May this Advent be so 
spent by us in the duties and lessons 
Holy Church affords us that when Christ 
comes to us in Death we may be prepared to 
welcome Him. If we make Him our hnend 
and Companion in health He will be ours 
when sickness and death come to us. How


