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THE CATHOLIC RECORD

SEPTEMBER 24, 1910

“FIVE MINUTE ERMON

NINETEENTH '\l\l)\Y AFTER
PENTECOST

|
GOOD AND BAD READING |

Brethren: 1 want to as
ous question this mornin
you read? You read something, that is
sure. The man or woman who does not
read much cannot read at all, and that |
is a class growing smaller and smaller |
every year. You read much, therefore
a great quantity; btut of what quality? |
For I didn't ask you how much, but |
what you read.

What d) you read? Oane says, I read |
polities, and that is good; another, I
read business, and that is good; yet
another, sayvs, I read for reereation, and
that is good; and finally one says, I read
to kill time. But, brethren, has it
never strack you that it would he good
to read some eternity? But, father, one
will say, I read my prayer-book when I
come to Mass. Obh, yes! And a poor
little vest-pocket edition of a prayer-
book it is; and I wish it was thumbed a
little more for ¢
and preparation for Communion, and
came to High Mass with you a little
oftener.

Another might ask:
you mean? Do you wish us to re
lives of the saints? Just so. N
80 interesting and so profitable;
would like you to begin with the
of saints, our Lord and Saviour Josus
Christ. It is a puny little school-boy
who has not read the life of George
Washington or Robert Emmet once at
least. But I would like to know how |
many of you big Christians ever read
utrauzm throngh one of those Imln lives
of Christ which we call the Holy Gos-
pels 2—Christ, the Founder of your re-
ligion and the Hedeemer of your soul.
There is a Bible on your parlor table ;
why do you not rvead it, or have Mar
Ann read it, for a half-hour during th
long evenings of Advent and Lent ? |
How often do we sce a Bible on the
centre-table which cost many a good |
days' wages and is not worth a cent to
you, but is all for show. There it lies,
shat up tight and clasped, knowing only |
the visitation of the feather duster from \
one end of the year to the other; save
when a baby is born or somebody dies ; |
then the great book is opened,a name is |
written down, the book is shut and
(‘lasp«(l again.  Brethren, what d es |
this ignoring on your part of the Word |
of God practically mean? Just this : |
The Catholic religion is not yours ; it |
belongs to the priest. Onee a week you |
come to the ehureh, the priest farms you |
out a little bit of the faith, and at more |
or less irregular intervals you come and
see him privately and renderan account |
to him of the use you have made of his |
property. Religion is not personal ; it |
is & family matter, part of a race tradi
tion. (I religion were a personal matter |
with you, you would read more about it, |
for you do so with all that really con
cerns you personally. Religion is part |
of a race tradition and that is about all,
This sounds very hard, but it is inmany
cases all too true. M du- your religion
your own, let it be samething pe srsonally
yours, and begin with the Scriptures ;
not in the false, Protestant sense, but
reasonably and like a Catholic of in-
telligence.

What will the §

you a seri- |
What do |

prayers mfession

Father, what do
d the
thing
and |

Saint

Seripture do forme? I |
answer it will give you eourage to bear ‘
your burdeuns: * This hath comforted
me in my humiliation, becsuse thy word
hath enlivened me' (Ps. exviii. 50).

It will strengthen your faith, * Thy
word is a lamp to my feet and a light to
my path " (ibd. 105

The reading of the Seriptures will
give you liberty of spirit: *1 have
walked at large because | have sought
after thy commandments ' (ibia. 45).

It will keep you out of the saloon and
other occasions of sin, * Sinners have
laid a snare for me, but, I have not erred
from thy precepts ™ (ibid. 110).

It will give you a well-spring of hope :
“ 1 have purchased thy testimonies for
an inheritance for ever, because they |
are the joy of my heart ™ (ibid. iii).

Jrethren, the reading of a chapter or
two daily in the Holy Seriptures is both
a oure and an antidote of sin; will |
make going to Mass and receiving the

sacraments easy and joyful, will help
you to a pesceful and quiet life, and se
cure you a good death. Amen.
e a—
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DECREE OF THE SACRED
ON THE DISCIPLINE O

CONGREGATION
ACRAMENT
The pages of the Gospels plainly test-

ify to the which Christ

showed whilst on earth to tue little
ones,
midst. He laid His hands upon them,

He embraced and blessed them, He

was indignant when they were repulsed

by His disciples and reprimanded the
latter in the following words : ** Sufter
the little ehildren to come unto Me and
forbid them not; for of such is the

kingdom of l;nul' (Mark x. 13. 16)

How highly He prized their innocence

and simplicity of soul He ~.hu\w \\hun

ealling u little one He said to

ciples : ** Amen I say to you, unl‘ W8 you
become converted and become as little
children, you shall not enter into |I|n~
kingdom of heaven Whosoever there-

special love

fore shall humble himself as this little |

child he is the sater in the kingdom
of heaven. And he
gneh little ehild in My name, re
roth Me' (Math, xviii, 3. 4. 5.)
Bearing this in mind the Catholic
Chureh from the inning took care
to bring Christ to the little
through Bueharistie Communion, which
was given even to the This

ones

sucklings,

| ritation of the stomach and weakens the

| ing

| by some devoted wife, mother or daugh-

| ing this remedy,
you have any friend or relative who has | for
formed or is forming the drink habit, | i8 reasonable, not realizing
kind of
Samaria Preseription | errors of the

It was His delight to be in their |

that shall receive |

WHISKEY HOLDS ITS VICTIMS, |

———

Until Released by Wonderful
Samaria Prescription

Liquor sets up inflammation and ir-

nerves, The steady or periodical

(spree) drinker is often forced to drink | teries.
even against his will by his unnatural | preparation

| physical condition,

|
Samaria Prescription stops the erav-

eral health and makes drink actually |
distasteful and nauseous,

and odorless, and can be given with or | the Holy

without the knowledge of the patient.
Thousands of Canadian homes have
been saved from n and disgrace

ter through this wonderful Canadian
remedy. The money formerly
in driuk has restored happiness, home
comforts, education and respect to the
families formerly in want and despair,
Read the following, one of the numer-
ous unsolicited testimonials received:

| places children

mitted to

I 1

|

|

i

mental confession should precede First !
steadies the nerves, builds up the | pen everywhere, \
|

|

|

|

|

in many plac
cording to which children are not al-

the same, was the cause of many evils,
It happened that the innocence of child-
| hood, torn away from the embrace of
( hrist, was deprived of the sap of in- |
| terior life ; from which it also followed
that youth destitute of this strong
help, surrounded by so many snares, |
having lost its eandor, fell into vice
before ever tasting of the sacred mys-
Kven though a more thorough
lll(l an accurate sacra-

Holy Communion, which does not hap-
yvet the loss of first
innocence is always to be deplored and

It is tasteless | Might have been avoided by receiving

Fucharist in more tender

\( ars,
Not less is the custom, which exists |
to be condemned, ae- |

lowed to receive the

sacrament of pen- |

wasted | #nce before they are admitted to Com
munion, or else
to them:
perhaps with mortal sins they remain a
long time in great danger.

absolution is not given
thus it happens that burdened

But the worst of all is that, in some
not yvet admitted to
munion are not per-

receive the Sacred Viaticum,
n when in danger of death, and thus
dying and being burie d as infants, thev
helped by the prayers of the

First Holy Com

are not

el - N Church.

Now, if you know of any family need-
tell them about it. If

help him to release himself from its
awful clutches,

insist on

ERRORS OF THE JANSENISTS
Such injury is caused by those who
i extraordinary

preparatios
First Holy

Communion, more than
that this
proceeds from the
Jansenists, who maintain

précaution

is used by Physicians and Hospitals, that Holy Eucharist is a reward, not a
A Free Trial Package of Samaria | remedy for human frailty. The Council

Preseription, with booklet, giving full | ¢
particulars, testimonials, price, ete,
will be sent absolutely free and post-
paid in plain sealed package to anyoue
asking for it and mentioning this paper.
Correspondence sacredly confidential. |
Write to-day. The Samaria Remedy
Co., 11 Jordan Chambers, Jordan street,
Toronto, Canada.

trine has lately
decree given on the 26th day of Decem-
| ber, 1905, in which daily
| Communion is opened to all,
young,

f Treut holds a different opinion when |

it teaches that it is * an antidote by
which we
and preserved from mortal sins.”

are freed from daily faults |
(Sess. |
which doe-

been inculeated by a

XIIL de BEucharistia, e. 2),

approach to |
both old |

two conditions only being re- |

as was preseribed in almost all the quired, the state of ‘grace and a right |

ancient rituals till the thirteenth cen-
tury, was done at baptism, and the same
custom [mwmlml for a long time in
some places ; it is still in vogue with
the Greeks and Orientals. But
danger, lest the children
should spit out the consecrated Host,
the custom obtained from the beginning
of giving the Holy Eucharist under the
gpecies of wine alone,

The infants, did not, however, receive |
Holy Communion only at baptism, but
| they frequently afterwards partook of
the divine repast. For it was the cus-
tom in many churches to give Commun-
ion to the children immediately aiver
the clergy, in others to dispense to
them the small fragments left over after
the Communion of the adults, |

Later on this custom became obsolete
in the Latin Church, neither were
children permitted to approach the
Holy Table before the vn of the use
of reason and before having some knowl-
edge of the August Sacrament. This
diseipline, wdy accepted by
ral particular councils, was sol-
emnly confirmed in the Fourth Lateran
Oecumenical Conveil by
| the cele sbhrated XXI. Canon in

avoid all

ne alr

which

| | the reception of the sacraments of pen-

ance and Holy Communion is presceribed
to all the faithful having arrived at the
use of reason in the following words :
“ All the faithful of both sexes after

| coming to the use of reason, shall con-
| fess all their sins alone to their proper

priest at least once a year, strive to tul-
fil the enjoined penance as far as pos-
sible, devoutly receiving Holy O
ion at least at Haster time,
the advice of the priest ar
reasonable cause he sho
well to abstain for a while,
The Couneil of Trent, in no way dis-
approving of the discipline of
giving Holy Communion to children be-
fore they have attained the use of
reason, confirmed the deeree of the Lat- |
eran Council and pronounced anathema
on those who hoeld
Sess. xxi. de Communione, ¢. 4. Sess
xiii. de Kucharistia, ¢. 8, can. 9) “If
any one shall deny that all the faithful of
who have attained the use
of reason, are obliged to receive Com- |
| munion every year, at least at Easter
time, according to the precepts of Holy
| Mother Chureh, let him be
Iherefore in virtue of
| decree of the Lateran C
| force,
rive

mmun-
unless by

for some
deem it

a contrary opinion. |

both sexes,

anathema,
foresaid
neil ill in

the faithful as soon as they ar

the vears ol diseretion are )~

eive the sacrament of pen
Holy Communion at lea
AL i
B n | 12 the ear wh
ldren cou u 1on ma
ern deploral I rept
) { time 'here  we
th lered osNar
for t t of D e
for H I l I )
{ Per «
Ty ' wn d \ h
i t sin; fo
N W t Y

preparation of the soul
And thus, according

toms of

places and opini

f ten years was fixed for recei
First Holy Communion
| in others fourteen years

in some places,
and even more
» required, in the meanwhile forbid-
Il those children under the re
ed age from receiving Holy Com-
‘ munion,

This custom, by which, under the |
[ plea of safegus wding the August Sacra- |
| ment, the f faithful were kept away I'rnm‘
)

o LIOUOR ARD TOBACCD HABITS‘

A, McTAGGART, M. D, U,
15 Yonge Strest, Toronto, Canada

|
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Tagga P onal |
t itted by
Sir W |
Hon. ¢ Or g
|  Rev.) lent Vi A Col- |
“ Rav, Teefy, President of St. Michael's Cc
- | lege, T¢ |
| Rig 1. Sweeney, Bishop of To
| 'H fey, Senator, CATH Recorn, |
| n |
1eT \ edies f v |
toba X fe
| Atmer i 1 i
t 1 and a certain
cure. Con ence nvited

intention.

to ordinary
quired from the ehildren

dangers of our times.

promulgating | -

{ confused idea of

| gins after the boy and girls

| Christ,

| and a taste for the same.”

| mon material bread and knows how to

i a fow olements alone are suflicient ; nor l

Neither does it appear

reasonable that whilst formerly even

sucklings received the remnant of the |
sacred |nltiu'm. at present an extra- |

preparation should be re- |
who are in |

nd candor |

the happy state of innoeenc

and greatly need this heavenly food on

account of the many temptations and

The abuses which we condemn may
be traced to the fact that those who
demand a certain age for penance and
another for Holy Eucharist have neither |
wisely nor rightly defined the required |

\ T
yuncil reg

age. 1
and the same age for both sacraments
since it imposes a joint obligation of
penance and Communion. Therefore,

since the age of discretion required for
penance is that at which right can be |
distinguished from wrong - namely,
when one comes to the use of reason-
so also for Communion that age is re-
quired whieh ecan distingnish the |
Kuacharistic Bread from the common, |
which in tarn is the age at which a
child attains the use of reason,

TF

TESTIMONY OF THE GY

Nor did the principal interpreters of
the Lateran Couneil and those who
lived at that time think differently.
From the history of the Church it is
evident that many synods and Episcopal
decrees, beginning with the twelfth
century, shortly after the Lateran
Couneil, admitted echillren of seven
vears of age to Holy Communion.
I a testimony of the
sreatest authority, St. Thomas Aquinas,
\\'m h reads: * When children begin to
» use of reason so that they
can conoel tion towards the
harist,) then this sacra-
ment can be given to them.” The same

AUTHORITV

ere is, moreover,

have s0C

@ some dev

sucrament (Ku

is explained by Ledesms as follows:
‘I say with the consent of all, that
Hi FEucharist stould be given to all

having the use of matter
how soon they may acquire the same;
even though the child should have buta

reason, no

what it I8
explains the
the following words :
child attains the use of reason it is
yhliged by divine law so that not even
the C dispense it from the
same.” The same is taught by St
Antoninus, :

child is

doing.”

Vasquez same passage in
1 I

*As soon as a

wirch ean

writi

*But when a

capable of lvh'll ing—that is,

of committing mortal sin—then he is
subject to the precept of confession and
g utly Communion” (P. TIL, tit,

Lop. o) The Council of *

us to same conelusi

t deelar int ’
A use of re i e not
bliged to r ve 11 ( X ny, i
A s the only r Y TS y
cant con ] X )
it W nge \
t 1 A I h
L G From hich
o ) ! I (1] 11
el eive Commui
1 s they conld 08
grace by sin I'he words of the R 3
Couneil, eld under Benediet XIIL,
gree with this teaching that the obli-
eation of receiving Holy Eucharist be-

Ave come
pamely,
capable of distin-
guishing this sacramental food, which
r than the true Body of Jesus |
from common and profane bread
and know how to approach the same |

to the use of reason, to that

in which they are

is no otl

| with the proper devotion and religion.” |

(Istouzione per quei che debbono la |
prima volta ammettersi alla 8. Commun- |
ione, Append XXX. ,P. 1) The Roman |
catechism, however, says: “At what |
age Holy Communion should be levn‘
lo children, no one can judge better |
lh:m(ho fatheror the priest to whom they
confess their sins. For theirs is the
duty to find out and to inquire of the
| echildren if they have acquired some
knowledge of this admirable sacrament

A FEW ELEMENTS ARE SUFFICIENT
From all this it follows that the age
of diseretion required for Holy Com-
munion is that at which the child ean
distinguish the Hueharistic from com-

approach the altar with proper devo-
tion.

A perfect knowledge of the ur(i('lt-nl
of faith is, therefore, not ne

AT,

ns ‘

| Hlshn]vs of

| receive toly Communion,
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is the full use of reason required since
the beginning of the use of reason, that |

ig, some kind of use of reason, suflices,

| Wherefore, to put off Communion any

longer or to exact a riper age for the
reception of the same is to be rejected
absolutely, and the same has been re-
peatedly condemned by the Holy See.
Ilnn Pius 1X.,, of happy memory, in the
ottars of Cardioal Antonelli to the
France given on the 12ch
day of Mareh, 1866, severely condemoed

| the growing custom existing in some |

dioceses of putting off Holy Communion
to a maturer age and rejected the num-

| ber of years as fixed by them,
The Sacred Congregation of the Coun- |

cil on the 15th of March, 1851, cor-
rected a chapter of the Provineial Coun-
cil of Rouen,in which children under
twelve yeurs of age were forbidden to
This same
Congregation of the diseipline of sacra-
ments, acting in a similar manner in a
ecase proposed to it from Strassburg on
March 25, 1910, in which it being asked
whether children of twelve or fourteeu
years could be admitted to Holy Com-
munion, auswered : ** Boys and girls are

to be admitted to Holy Communion when |

they arrive at the age of diseretion or
attain the use of reason.”
Having seriously considered all these

things, the Sacred Congregation on the |

Discipline of Sacraments at
» 15th of
in order that the

abuses might be

a general
July, 1910
above-mentioned
removed and the chil-
dren of tender years become attached
to Jesus, live His life and obtain as
sistance agsiust the dangers of cor-
ruption, has judged it opportune to lay
down the following form for admitting
children to First Holy Communion to be
observed everywhere :

EXPLI ENACTMENTS
The age of diseretion

meeting held on the

required

both for conle m and Communion is |
e child begins to rea- |

the time when t
son, that is, ut the seventh year,
more or less, from this time on the
obligation of sfying the precept of
both confession and Communion begins.
I1. Both for first confession and First
Communion a complete and perfeet
stian doetrine is not

T'he child will, however, be
vly tearn the whole

r to its ability
edge of C
child

knowledge of

neg

1ristian doe-
en in order to
ared for First Holy

l it they understand

\ vdi capacity those ms-
teries of fait & e R
means of v that they be able to
sh t iecharist from common

N d, and also approaeh

devotion be-

s ta ith the
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IV. The obligation of the precept of |
confession and Communion which rests |
| upon the child falls back principally
| upon those in whose care they are, that
| is, parents, confessors, teachers and

their pastor. It belongs to the father,
however, or to the person taking his
| place, as also to the pastor, to admit
| the ehild to First Holy Communion.

| V. The pastors shall take care to an- |
| nounce and distribute general Commun-
1 ion once or several times a year to the
children, and on these occasions they
shall admit not only first communicants,
but also others who with the consent of
| their parents and the pastor, have
already been admitted to the sacred
table before. For both classes several
{ days of instruetion and preparation
shall precede.

V1. Those who have the care children

| should use all diligence so that after
| First Commuaion the children shall
often approach the Holy Table. even

daily if possible, as Jesus Christ and
Mother Church desire, and they do it
with a devotion becoming their age.
They should bear in mind their most im-
portant duty by which they are obliged
to have the children present at the
publie instructions in catechism, other-
wise they must supply this religious in-
| struetion in some other way.

VII. The custom of not admitting
children to confession, or of not absolv-
ing them, is absolutely econdemned
Wherefore the Ordinaries of places us-
ing those means which the law
them, shall see that it s done
| with.

VIII. It is an utterly detestable
abuse not to administer Viaticum and
Extreme Unetion to children having at- |
tained the use of reason and to bury
them according to the manner of in-
| fants, The Ordinaries of places shall
proceed severely against those who do
not abandon this custom.

These resolutions of the eminent
fathers, the Cardinals of this Sacred
Congregation, have been approved by
our Most Holy Lord Pope Pius X. in
an audience given on the 7th day of
the current month, and he has com-
manded the prasent decree to be edited
and promulgated. He has commanded
il the Ordinaries that the present de-
eree should be made known not only to
the pastors and the elergy but also to the
people, to whom it shall be read yearly
1t Kaster time in the vernacular langu-
age.

I'he Ovrdinaries
obliged at the

themselves will be
end of every five vears
(together with the other affairs of their

di s¢) to give an account of the obser-
vance of this decree to the IHoly See
together with the other affaiis of their

diocese,

Kverything else to the
withstanding.

Given in Rome at the residence of the
same Sacred Congre
day of August, 1910

D. Carp FeErRrATA,
Pu. GIUSTINI,

contrary not-

cation on the Sth |

Prefeot
Secretary.

|
'THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND |
NEW THEOLOGIES” ;

| W.C.T.Sheppard, O.S. B, B. A, in the September ‘
Catholic World
The present time is characteristically |
an age of * new thmloglcﬂ." There is
little, indeed, that is altogether novel
in the main conclusions of the modern
theories about Christianity, but in the
methods of presentation there is much
that is peculiar to our own time. A large
section of society, claiming to be the re
presentative of the * modern miud,”
with new sciences, new ways of think-
ing, and new philosophies, has grown
recalcitrant of old beliefs, and intoxica
ted by success in many paths of knowl-
| edge which modern research has opened
| out, it rushes recklessly onward, eager
l to encompass within its categories all
that Christians have ever held to be
most sacrosanct and venerable. Con-
tinental Protestantism is rapidly ceas-
ing to be Christian in any true sense of
l the term ; America, too, seemy to have
made strides along the same path ; and
it is to be feared that even in Kngland,

| under the influenc

| “old theology”™ is

restatement ought

. f /f
/\a.,.Layi'r:‘, . by
valid The

{ Conrinent is to
2 The

Life

Head Office
ST SR YLl A TR A R

where, generally speaking, a spirit of

greater moderation has prevailed, very
| many

members of the Established
Chureh, as well
other denominations which have hither-
to held fast to the truth of Christ’s di-
vinity, are gradually but surely coming
of what is euphe |n-
istically termed a * Liberal Theology.”
We are told in many quarters that the
dead. The very
name of dogma is become a
The Christian Revelation means, it is
said, not a heavenly message sent down
from God to man, the acceptance of

| which is a necessary condition of salva-
| tion, but only a |nrtiuulnr effort in the
|

general and natural striving of mankind |

after the transcendent and divine.
Hence it does not differ in any essentia
particular from other religions. 1

them, it may be left behind in the
mwarch of the world's progress, and il it
is to continue in the future to be of
service to mankind, it must be subjected
to restatement or alteration in order to
auswer the
vanced knowle:
Such a pro: we are told, is in fact
needed in our own day, in which the
eriticism of the New Testament and of
(hyeistian combined with the
new study of comparative religion has
made imperativ
the o.d Christol

origins

gical formularies.

The consistent
lic Church in opposing ti attacks
upon the traditional doetrines is natur-
ally a serious block of stumbling to the
apostles of “reform.” We are accus-
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