
1WHISKEY HOLDS ITS VICTIMS. | tin* Harms was the cause of many evils.
| It happened that the innocence of ohild- 
I hood, torn away from the embrace of 
j Christ, was deprived of the sap of in- 
1 terior life ; from which it bIho followed 
! that youth destitute of this Htrong 

Liquor sets up inflammation and ir- 1 help, surrounded by ho many an ares, 
ritatiou of the stomach and weakens the having lost its candor, fell Into vice 

Brethren: 1 want to auk you a sert- nerves. The steady or periodical : before ever tasting of the sacred mys- 
question this morning; What do (spree) drinker is often forced to drink teries. Even though a more thorough 

you read? You read something, that is even against his will by his unnatural j preparation and an accurate sacra- 
The man or woman who does not physical condition. ! mental confession should precede First

read much cannot read at all, and that Samaria Prescription stops the crav- Holy Communion, which does not hep- 
in a class growing smaller and smaller ing, steadies the nerves, builds up the pen everywhere, yet the loss of first
every year. You read much, therefore general health and makes drink actually innocence is always to be deplored and
a great quantity; Mit of what quality? distasteful and nauseous. It is tasteless might have been avoided by receiving
For I didn't ask you how much, but and odorless, and can be given with or th* ,Io,7 Eucharist iu more tender
what you read. without the knowledge of the patient.

What d > you read? One says, I read Thousands of Canadian homes have 
politics, and that is good; another, 1 focon Hav<»d from misery and disgrace 
read business, and that is good; yet m)me devoted wife, mother or daugh- cording to 
another, savs, I read for recreation, and ^ through thia wonderful Canadian | lowed ^ receive the sacrament of pen- 
that is good; and finally one says, 1 read mnt.dy. The money formerly wasted ! aDCU before they are admitted to ( om 
to kill time. But. brethren, has it iu drink i,M restored happiness, home raunlon, or else absolution is not given 
never struck you that it would be good C(>raforta- education and respect to the , to th« m : V‘UH 11 hil|t1hat burdened 
to read some eternity? But, father, one famiUea f<mni.rly i„ want and despair. Perhaps with mortal sins they remain a 
will say, I read my prayer-book when 1 ]t,.a(j the following, one of the numer- i *<mK tlm(* 1,1 Sr‘‘at danger,
come to Mass. Oh, >ea! And a l*** 0us unsolicited testimonials received: ! But the worst of all is that, in some
little vest-pocket edition of a prayer- I ..........,nr r,m..riv it ul places children not vet admitted 'to I
boos it it ; and 1 wish it was thumbed a v turn file to me. My im-iimti u >• -m First Holy Communion are not per-
little mur.. at ,,rayer» for o.nfes.lon ; lUx j nil tied to receive the Sacred V.atlcum,
and preparation for Communion, ana , hoi <• evei n •-m y<. i. n i y.mr-, arc • y • even when in danger of death, and thus
came to High Mass with you a little i-.ayers .... No <>».• kn.> v, ,t but ih..>- dying and being buried as infants, thev

,„ trie»! it. As soon as I c.m I will stc ot h-i> that I * , , , . . _ roltener. imoxv would give .mythim-1,> Mop thnr husband- are not helped by the prayers of the
Another might ask: V ather, what do innk. I win givethemyout ■ Mrr--. Church.

you mean? I) » you wish us to read the . K - Uewmtoi
Uvea of the »au,U? J.l.t an. Nothing <■'? v ,,„.,e|d ,
an lntere.ti.,K and «.profitable; and l . Now, if yon know of any family nee, - 
would like you to begin with the Saint this remedy, tell then, about it If 
of aai.it», our Lord and Saviour .1 ana have any friend or relative who haa
Chriat. It ia a put,y little acl.ool-boy ormed or ,» forming the dr.uk habit
who ha» not read the life ol George help him to release h maelf from Ita
Waahington or Itohert K„,met once at awful c utche». Samaria Prescription 
least. But I would like to know how la uaed by I'hy.lelan, and Hoap.UU. 
many ol you big Uhriatiaua ever read A free Tr.al Package of Samara 
atraigbt through oue ol those little lives Prescription with booklet, giving full 
of Chriat which we call the Holy Goa- part,cul.ra, teat,monial» price etc 
pel, f-uhriat, the Founder of your re- «I ' he sent absolutely free and post- 
Bgfon and the Kedeemer of your «ml. P“ld !>'“"> »™'«d package to anyone 
There ia a Bible on your parlor table ; ask.ng for t and mentioning this paper, 
why dot,,,, not read it, or have Mary Correspondence sacredly confidential.
Ann read it. fur a half-hour during the Write to-day The Samar,a Remedy 
long evening» of Advent and Lent? Co., 11 Jordan Chamber* Jordan atreet,
How often do we aee a Bible on the Toronto, Canada, 
centre-table which cost many a good
days' wages and is not worth a cent to as was prescribed in almost all 
you but is all for show. There it lies, ancient rituals till the thirteenth cen-
shut up tight and clasped knowing only tury, was done at baptism and the same k|, r(<;(,ived the remuaut of tlle 
the visitation of the feather duster from custom prevailed for a long time in . ,iaItiolea at Dreaeut an vXtra_
one end of the year to the other ; save some places ; It is atlll In vogue with ordinary [iri.potion should be re-
when a baby ia born or somebody dies ; the l.r«ki and Off™'1»1»- J®"* *“ qulred from the children, who are in
then the great book la opened, a name la avo'd a" danger, 'eat the ch, dr, , I h ,ute uf innocence and candor 
written down, the book >a shut and should spit out the consecrated Host, md need thl- heavenly food onclasped again. Brethren, what d.me the cua^.mobt. ined from t e begum,,,g •£***% ^flùy “tion^.SS
this ignoring on your part of the Word of giving the Holy Eucharist under the . f tittup
of God practically mean ? Just this ; species of wine alone. g
The Catholic religion is not yours ; it The infants, did not, however, receive 
belongs to the priest. Once a week you Holy Communion only at baptism, but 
come to the church, the priest farms you they frequently afterwards partook of 
out a little bit of the faith, and at more the divine repast. For it was the cus- 
or less irregular Intervals you come and tom in many churches to give Comm un
sec* him privately and render an account ion to the children immediately after 
to him of the use you have made of his the clergy, in others to dispense to 
property. Religion is not personal ; it them the small fragments left over after 
is a family matter, part of a race tradi- the Conttnunion of the adults, 
tion. If religion were a personal matter Later on this custom became obsolete 
with you, you would read more about it, in the Latin Church, neither were 
for you do* so with all that really con children permitted to approach the 

you personally. Religion is part Holy Table before the dawn of the use 
of a race tradition and that is about all. of reason and before having some kuowl- 
This sounds very hard, but it is in many edge of the August Sacrament. This 
cases all too true. Make your religion new discipline, already accepted by 
your own. let it be something personally several particular councils, was sol- 
yours, and begin with the Scriptures ; emuly .confirmed in the Fourth Lateran 
not in the false, Protestant sense, but Oecumenical Council by promulgating 
reasonably and like a Catholic of in- the celebrated XXL Canon in which 
telligence. the reception of the sacraments of pen-

W’hat will the Scripture do for me? I anoo and Holy Communion is prescribed 
answer it will give you courage to bear to all the faithful having arrived at the 
your burdens ; “ This hath comforted use of reason in the following words : 
me in tnv humiliation, because thy word “ All the faithful of both sexes after 
hath enlivened me" (Pa. cxviii. 50). coming to the use of reason, shall con- 

It will strengthen your faith. “ Thy fess all their sins alone to their 
word is a lamp to my fee* and a light to priest at least once a year, strive to ful- 
mv path" (Ibid. 105.) fil the enjoined penance as far as pos-

The reading of the Scriptures will sible, devoutly receiving Holy Commun- 
give you liberty of spirit : “ 1 have ion at least at Easter time, unless by 
walked at large because I have sought the advice of the priest and 
after thy commandments " (ibid. 45). reasonable cause he should deem it 

It will keep you out of the saloon and well to abstain for a while." 
other occasions of sin. “ Sinners have 
laid a snare for me, but I have not erred 

" (ibid. 110).
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by means of life insurance. 
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Such injury is caused by those who 
insist on an extraordinary preparation 
for First Holy Communion, more than 
is reasonable, not realizing that this 
kind of précaution proceeds from tjie 
errors of the Janséniste, who maintain 
that Holy Eucharist is a reward, not a 
remedy fur human frailty. The Council 
of Trent holds a different opinion when 
it teaches that it is “ an antidote by 
which we are freed from daily faults 
and preserved from mortal sins." (Sess. 
XIII. de Eucharistia, c. 2), which doc
trine has lately been inculcated by a 
decree given on the 2bth day of Decem
ber, 1U05, in which daily approach to 
Communion is opened to all, both old 
young, two conditions only being re
quired, the state of grace and a right 
intention. Neither does it appear 
reasonable that whilst formerly even

place of the ancient doctrines of th»* 
Church, and whether—even 'apart from 
any divine and infallible authority lying 
behind the Catholic dogmas tin* 
answers given by the various critical 
schools have such compelling force as to 
establish the prudence (to say the least) 
of our embracing them.

where, generally speaking, a spirit of , 
greater moderation has prevailed, very 
many members of the Established 
Church, as well as of the numberless 
other denominations which have hither
to held fast to the truth of Christ's di
vinity, are gradually but surely coming 
under the influence of what is euphem
istically termed a “ Liberal Theology."

We are told in many quarters that the 
“ old theology " is dead. The very 

of dogma is become a byword.
The Christian Revelation means, it is 
said, not a heavenly message sent down 
from God to man, the acceptance of 
which is a necessary condition of salva
tion, but only a particular effort iu the 
general and natural striving of mankind 
after the transcendent and divine.
Ileuce it does uot differ in any essential j 
particular from other religions. Like , 
them, it may be left behind in tin- 
march of the world’s progress, and if it 
is to continue iu the future to be of 
service to mankind, it must be subjected 
to restatement or alteration in order to 
answer the requirements of the ad
vanced knowledge and ideas of the time.
Such a process, we are told, is in fact 
needed in our own day, iu which the 
criticism of the New Testament and of 
Christian origins, combined with the 
new study of comparative religion has 
made imperative the abandonment of 
the o.d Christological formularies.

The consistent attitude of the Catho
lic Church in opposing these attacks ___ _ ___ —
upon the traditional doctrines is natur- Ilf T T || VTj W 001 
ally a serious block of stumbling to tbe wV • * a* w* vw* ,
apostles of “reform." 
tomed by now to the oft-repeated 
hurled at us from the rationalist camp, 
that the Church is an effete and anti
quated institution cumbering the path 
of progress ; though it is a little dilli- 
cult to listen with a straight counten
ance to the dreams ot fervid advocates 
of nt»w theologies, who look forward to a 
golden age when a Modernist Rope 
arise to put the household of the Church 
iu order and to bring her teaching into 
line with present-day ideas. It is not 
unreasonable to ask what manner of 
restatement ought to be accepted iu
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is an ideal preparation t 
building up theIV. The obligation of the precept of 

confession and Communion which rests 
upon the child falls back principally 
upon those in whose care they are, that 
is, parents, confessors, teachers and 
their pastor. It belongs to the father, 
however, or to the person taking his 
place, as also to the pastor, to admit 
! lie child to First Holy Communion.

V. The pastors shall take care to an
nounce and distribute general Commun
ion ouce or several times a year to the 
children, and on these occasions they 
shall admit not only first communicants, 
but also others who with the consent of 
their parents and the pastor, have 
already been admitted to the sacred 
table before. For both classes several 
days of instruction and preparation 
shall precede.

VI. Those who have the care children 
should use all diligence su that after 
First Communion the children shall 
often approach the Holy Table, even 
daily if possible, as Jesus Christ and 
Mother Church desire, and they do it 
with a devotion becoming their age. 
They should bear in mind their most im
portant duty by which they are obliged 
to have the children present at the 
public instructions in catechism, other
wise they must supply this religious in
struction in some other way.

VII. Tne custom of not admitting 
children to conlession, or of not absolv
ing them, is absolutely condemned. 
Wnerefore the Ord-ntries of places us
ing those means which the law gives

is the full use of reason required since 
the beginning of the use of reason, that 
is, some kind of u-e of reason, sufiicee. 
Wherefore, to put off Communion any 
longer or to exact a riper age for the 
reception of the same is to be rejected 
absolutely, and the same has been re
peatedly condemned by the Holy S**e. 
Thus Pius IX., of liappv memory, in the 
letters of Cardinal Antonelli to the 
Bishops of Fruncv given on the 12ch 
day of March, 18ÜI», severely condemned 
the growing custom existing iu some 
dioceses of putting off Holy C untnumou 
to a maturer age and rejected the uum-

BLOOD and BODY
It is more readily assimilated, 
and absorbed into the circu
latory fluid than any other 
preparation 
It ib ol great value in all forms 
of Anemia and General Debil-

The abuses which we condemn may 
be traced to the fact that those who 
demand a certain age for penance and 
another for Holy Eucharist have neither 
wisely nor rightly defined the required 
age. The Lateran Council requires one 
and the same age for both sacraments 
since it imposes a joint obligation of 
penance and Communion. Therefore, 
since the age of discretion required for 
penance is that at which right can be 
distinguished from wrong — namely, her of years as fixed bv them.

The Sacred Congregation of the voun-

of iron.

ity.
For Sale at Drug Stores

when one comes to the use of reason— _ _.
so also for Communion that age is re- °d on the loth of March, Loi,

rooted a chapter of the Erovinoial Coun
cil of Rouen, in which children under 
twelve years of age were forbidden to 
receive Holy Communion.

TFSTIMONV OK THF GREATEST AUTHORITY Congregation of the discipline of sacra- TESTIMON1 Oh THE greatest althoritn mentHi aetillg in a similar manner in a
Nor did the principal interpreters of Cilw prop()aed to it from Strasaburg on 

the Lateran Council and those who ^[arch 25. 1910. in which it being asked 
lived at that time think differently, whether children of twelve or fourteen 
From the history of the Church it is yeara could be admitted to lloly Corn- 
evident that many synods and Episcopal munil)Ilt answered : " Boys and girls are 
decrees, beginning with the twelfth to bo admitted to Holy Communion when
century, shortly after the Lateran they arrive at the age of discretion or
Council, admitted chilJren of seven attain the use of reason." 
years of age to Holy Communion. Having seriously considered all these 
There is, moreover, a testimony of the things, the Sacred Congregation on the 
greatest authority, St. Thomas Aquinas, D,scjp|iUe of Sacraments at a general 
which reads : “ When children begin to m(ietiug held on the 15th of July, 1910 
have some use of reason so that they ju order that the above-mentioned 
can conceive some devotion towards the might be removed and the chil-
sacrament (Eucharist,) then this sacra- (|ren 0f tender years become attached them, shall see that it is done away 
ment can be given to them." The same to Jesus, live His life and obtain as- with, 
is explained by Ledesma as follows: Stance against the dangers of cor-
“ I say with t ie consent of all, that ruption, has judged it opportune to lay abuse not
Holy Eucharist si ould be given to all ,jown the following form for admitting Extreme Unction to children having at- 
haviug the use of reason, no matter children to First. Holy Communion to be taile d the use of reason and to bur) 
how soon they may acquire the same ; observed everywhere ; them according to the manner of in-

thougli the child should have but a explicit enactments fauts. The Ordinaries of places shall
confused idea of what it is doing." j The ago of discretion required proceed severely against those who do 
Vasquez explains the same passage iu i)()|h foP confession and Communion is not abandon this custom, 
the following words : “ As soon as a tju, £[nu, when the child begins to rea- These resolutions of the eminent
child attains the use of reason it is h0n> that is, about the seventh year, father*, the Cardinals of this Sacred 
obliged by divine law so that not eveu n)ore 0r less. From this time on the Congregation, have been approved by 
the Church can dispense it from the obligation of satisfying the precept of our Most Holy Lord Pope Pius X. in
same." The same is taught by St. both confession and Communion begins, an audience given on the 7th day of
Antoninus, writing : “But when a || Both for first confession and First the current mouth, and he has corn-
child is capable of wrong doing—that is, (j,)nirauuion a complete and perfect mauded the present decree to be edited 
of committing mortal sin—then he is |{IU,wledge of Christian doctrine is not and promulgated.
subject to the precept til confession and necessary. The child will, however, be all the Ordinaries that the present de- 
consequently ^Communion " (P. III., tit. t,bilged to gradu illy 'earn the whole cree should be made known not only to 
XIX .. c. 2. p. o ) The Council ol Trent catechism according to its ability. the pastors and the clergy but also to the
• Iso forces us to the same conclusion. | The knowledge of Christian doc- people, to whom it shall be read yearly
For whilst it declares that “ infants, trine required in children in order to at Easter time iu the vernacular laugu- 
lacklng the use of reason, are not he prop,,r|y prepared lor First Holy age.
obliged to receive'Holy Communion, it i\.mnmmun is that they understand j The Ordinaries themselves will be I
assigns as the only reason, because they :w.f.»,rding to their capacity those m\ s- obliged at the end of everv five years j
cannot commit sin (Sess. XXi., o. 1: ) t(>ries of faith which are necessary as a (together with the other affairs of their 
“ Since," it says, “at that age they can mv:UIH nf Ha|vathm, that they be able to diocese) to give an account of the obser
vât bise the acquired grace «>1 the ,|jstmguish the Eucharist from common vanee of this decree to the Holy See 
children ut God. I*r«mi which it is 1||(^ n) it«>ri:il bread, and also approach together with the other affai:a of their 
evident that V e Council believed the the sacred table vith the devotion be- diocese, 
children obliged to receive Communion 

as they could lose 
The words of the Roman

We are accus- CanadaToronto,qui red which can distinguish the 
Eucharistic Bread from the common, 
which in turn is the age at which a 
child attains the use of reason.

(leneml Agent
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The Council of Trent, in no way dis
approving of the ancient discipline of 
giving Holy Communion to children be
fore they have attained the use of 
reason, confirmed the decree of the Lat
eran Council and pronounced anathema 
on those who hold a contrary opinion. 
(Sess. xxi. de Communioue, o. 4. Sess. 
xiii. do Eucharistia, c. 8, can. 9 ) “If 
any one shall deny that all the faithful of 
both sexes, who have attained the use 
of reason, are obliged to receive Com
munion every year, at least at Easter 
time, according to the precepts of lloly 
Mother Church, let him be anathema."

Therefore in virtue of the aforesaid 
decree of the Lateran Council still in 
force, the faithful as soon as they ar
rive at the ye: 
liged to receive tin* sacrament of pen
ance and Htfly Communion at least 
once a year.

MEMORIAL CARDSVI11. It is an utterly detestable 
to administer Viaticum andfrom thy precepts

It wi*l give you a well-spring of hope : 
“ l have purchased thy testimonies for 
au inheritance for ever, because they 
are the joy of my heart " (ibid. iii).

Brethren, rhe reading of a chapter or 
two daily in the Holy Scriptures is both 
a cure and an antidote of sin ; will 
make going to Mass and receiving the 
sacraments easy and joyful, will help 
you to a poiceful and quiet life, and so 
cure you a good death. Amen,
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irs of discretion are ob-

THE CHRISTIMPORTANT PRONOUNCEMENT 
WHICH HAS JUST BEEN ISSUED 
TO THE CATHOLIC WORLD A HUSKS CREPT IN The Son of GodBut In establishing the year when 

On Amtu.t 7 last l’ius X, “ The Pope cl,il,l.vu come to the use of rvn.on many 
of the K.icWi»!,-' approved a decree errors ami deplorable abuses have crept
drawn up by the new Sacred Congr-R»- >“ >'* <*"'«? 'ut 1 h"r" "'w
tion on the Discipline of the Sacra- those win, cm»,derod one w necessary 
ment» on the age of which children "'‘J1*', S««'-a"">nt ol 1 euance. another
are to ..........limited to their First lloly Lnchar,»t. For the Sacrament
Communion. The decree, a pronounce- Penance they judged that age neces-
mnnt of tho greatest possible in..... .. aary in which one can di.tmgu,ah right
lance, was promulgated ir, the August rum wrong. .... ce cun commit sin ; for
15th issue of A eta Apostolieae Scdis.” "«'.V huehanst, however, hey require a 
and for the following translation we are greater age in which a deeper knnwl- 
Indebted to Rome ; of matters of faith and a better

preparation ol Hie soul can be had. 
DECREE OF THE HACKED CONGREGATION Aud thus, according to the various cus- 

ON THE DISCIPLINE OF SACRAMENTS tuma „f p|n0VM and opinions of men,

age of ten years was fixed for receiving 
First Holy Communion in some places, 
in others fourteen years and even more 
were required, iu the meanwhile forbid
ding all those children under the re 
qui red age from receiving Holy Com
munion.

This custom, by which, under the 
plea of safeguarding the August Sacra
ment, the faithful were kept away from

A Life of Our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ

The Abbe Constant Fouard
with an Introduction by 

HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL MANNING 

New and cheaper edition—250 pages

Price 25c —Post Paid

Everything else to the contrary not
withstanding.

Given in Rome at the residence of the

coining their ago.

grace by sin.
Council, held under Benedict Xlll., 
agree with this teaching that the obli
gation of receiving Holy Eucharist be
gins after the boy and girls have come I 
to the use of reason, to that age. namely, | 
in which they ate capable of dial in- j 
guishiug this sacramental food, which 
is no other than the true Body of Jesus 
Christ, from common and profane bread 
and know how to approach the name 
with the proper devotion and religion." 
(Istouzione per quel ohe debbono la 
prima vol ta ammettersi alla S. Commun- 
ione, Append XXX. ,P. II.) The Roman 
catechism, however, says; “At whet 
age Holy Communion should be given 
to children, no one can judge better 
than the fatheror the priest to whom they 
confess their sins. For theirs is the 
duty to find out and to inquire of the 
children if they have acquired some 
knowledge of this admirable sacrament 
and a taste for the same."

same Sacred Congregation on the 8th 
day of August, 1910.

1). Card Ferrât a, Prefect 
Pn. Giustini, Secretary.
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ify to the special love which Christ 
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It was His delight to be in their
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midst. He laid llis hands upon them, 
lie embraced and blessed them. He 

indignant when they were repulsed 
by Ills disciples and reprimanded the 
latter in the following words : “ Suffer 
the little children to come unto Me and 
forbid them not ; 
kingdom of God "
How highly lie prized their innocence 
and simplicity of soul He shows when 
calling a little one He said to His dis
ciples : “ Amen I say to you, unless you 
become converted and become as little 
children, you shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. Whosoever there
fore shall humble himself as this little 
child he is the greater in the kingdom 
of heaven. And In* that shall receive 
one such little child in My name, re- 
ceiveth Me." (Math, xviii., 3. 4 5.)

Bearing this in mind the Catholic 
Church from the beginning took care 
to bring Christ to the little ones 
through Eucharistic Communion, which 
was given even to the sucklings. This

XV. C. T. Sheppard, O. S. B.. B. A., in the September 
Catholic World.

The present time is characteristically 
an age of “ new theologies." There is 
little, indeed, that is altogether novel 
in the main conclusions of the modern 
theories about Christianity, but in the 
methods of presentation there ia much 
that is peculiar to our own time. A large 
section of society, claiming to be the re 
presentative of the “ modern mind," 
with new sciences, new ways of think
ing, and new philosophies, has grown 
recalcitrant of old beliefs, and intoxica 
ted by success in many paths of knowl
edge which modern research has opened 
out, it rushes reckleesly onward, eager 
to encompass within its categories all 
that Chris! ians have ever held to be 
most sacrosanct and venerable. Con
tinental Protestantism is rapidly ceas
ing to be Christian in any true sense of 
the term ; America, too, seems to have 
made strides along the same path ; and 
it is to be feared that even in England,
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From all this It follows that the age 
of discretion required for Holy Com
munion is that nfc which the child can 
distinguish the Eucharistic from com
mon material bread and knows how to 
approach the altar with proper devo
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A perfect knowledge of the articles 
of faith is, therefore, not necessary, ns 
a few elements alone are sufficient ; nor
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