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LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION,
UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA,
Ottaws, Canada, March Tth, 1900,
The Editor of THE CATHOLIC RECORD
London, Out.: i
Dear Sir ; For some time past I have read
your estimable paper, THE CATHOLIC Re-
CORD, and congratulate you upon the man-
per in which it is published,
Its matter and form are both good ; and a
truly Catholic spirit pervades the whole,
Tﬁuratnre, with pleasurse, I can recommend
It to the faithful, ’
Blessing you, and wishing you success,
Believe me, to remain, Wy
Yours faith.ully in Jesus Christ,
+D. FALCONI0, Arch, of Larissa,
; Apost, Deleg,

London Saturday, July 20, 1901}.
A WAR.CLOUD,

The war-cloud no larger than a
man’s hand has been so often seen,
without the storm of actual warfare
afterwards breaking out, that itis a
precarious matter to predict that there
will be really a war ; and indeed the
wars which have been the most bloody
and the furthest extending in their
consequences, have usually begun from
a quarter in which it was least expect
ed that the world's peace would be dis
turbed,

The war in South Africa was a not
able exception to this condition of af
fairs, ng the preliminary negotiations
which preceded it were drawn out to
an unusual length, the hope being
that an amicable arrangement might
he breught about which should be sat-
isfactory to botb parties, and in this
cage the negotiations were so protract-
ed that it cannot be sald that the war
was suddenly sprung, though it could
gcarcely have been expected that the
defiance of an ultimatum should have
been sent by Paul Kruger to Great
Britain, followed by the invasion of
British territory.

But there is now another war-cloud
visible over the Mediterranean sea,
which may suddenly bursi. Oa the
1st inst.a French fleet was sent to Tan-
glers, counsisting of eight battleships,
two cruisers, and three torpedo boat
destroyers.

The Sultan of Morocco either can-
not or will not restrain his
wild subjocts from making pre
datory incurgions into the French
territory of Algeria, and, as a matter
of course, French prestige and the sub
stantial interest of France would suffer
if France should allow these depreda-
tions to go on unchecked, and as the
best means of putting a stop to them,
very maturally France threatens the
invasion of the Sultan's empire, so
called, Hence comes the threatened
attack upon Tanglers.

But Tangiers 1s just tho African for
tress on which Great Britalu looks with
most jealous eye. It 18 opposite Gib-
raltar at the eutry to the Mediterran-
oan, and as 1t 1s close to Ceuta, which
18 the key to the Mediterranean ou the
African side, there is little doubt that
the possession of Tanglers would lead
to the possession of Ceuta at an early
date,

Ceuta is at present in the possession
of Spain, and with Gibraltar, it divides
the control of the eatry to the Mediter
ranean,

With France holding Tanglers, it
would foliow &t some no very distant
date that Spain would be constrained
to cede Ceuta to France, a thing to
which Great Britaln would never con
sent 8o far as she would be able to pre-
vent it. Spain would certalnly not
wish tojgive up Ceuta, but as she has
already lost nearly all her colonial
possessions, and has remaining no re-
liable fleet eince its almost complete an-
nihilation in the Spanish-American
war, she would not be able to retain
Ceuta for long, if the French had pos
seselon of Tanglers. The bare possi-
bility of France gaining Ceuta cannot
be regarded with equanimity by Great
Britain, a3 France would thus obtaln
the eame cont’ ol over the entry to the
Moditerrsnean on the African side,
which Grert Beltaln exercisea on the
Kuropeaw stdo of the strait, The two
powers coitrolling thetwo positions on
the o} portis stdes of the Stralts of Gib-
ralter would dominate completely the
entry to that great inland sea, and

would be able to keep the powers of
the world out if they were already,out,
or to bottle them in if they were in:
provided the two powers were on the
same side,

So long as the key to the Mediterra-
nean on the African side is held by two
weak powers Iike Spain and Morocco,
the British Government can tolerate
the situation, though, no doubt it
would be better pleased if circum-
stances should arise which would throw
Tanglers and Ceuta under its control,
just as Gibraltar {8 held from Spain.
But we need not be surprised if Great
Britain is very loth to see Tanglers
pass to the dominion of a rival Euaro-
pean nation,and, therefore, the implied
threat which France makes to seize
Tanglers excites the alarm of the
people and Government of Great Bri-
tain ; 8o that very quietly and without
ostentation or uttered threats as to
what may occur should France follow
up its action by an actual attack on
the fortress, the very day after the ar-
rival of the French fleet at Tangiers,
namely, on July 2, the whole British
squadron in the Meditterranean re-
celved orders to remain in the neigh-
borhood of Gibraltar and to be ready (o
move to any required point on six
hours’ notice.

There can be no doubt for what pur-
pose these orders have been given. It
is evident at a glance that the British
fleet 18 to take a hand in the matter,
should France seek to take possession
of Tangiers, and thus a war which
might involve all Europe wonld be
precipited at once between Great Bri-
tain and France. This s the signific-
ance of the present war-cloud, which
looks more threatening to the peace of
Europe than anything else which has
occurred for years to strain the rela-
tions between Great DBritain and
France. Thus even the Fashoda in
cident and the French shore trouble in
Newfoundland sink into insignificance
in comparison with the present situa-
tinn

To add to the complication, & warn-
ing voice has been raised in Germany.
On July S5rd an article which is
thought to have emanated from the
Government appeared in a semi-
official paper of Berlin, declaring that
under no circumstances will Germany
allow France to take possession of Mor-
occo, or Tanglers, or Ceuta, as this
would enable France to shut Germany
out of the Mediterranean in the event of
WAr.

France i{s undoubtedly desirous of
adding Morocco to fts African posses-
slons, as the possession thereof, with
Algeria and Tonis, would dominate
the desert of Sahara, and establish
close communication with Senegal and
the Ivory Coast, both of which are al-
ready settled by Frenchmen, and are
among the colonies of France.

Further, the possession of Ceuta
would give secure communication be-
tween the southern and western coasts
of France. Great Britain could not
and would not permit France to share
the control of the Mediterranean with
her, if she could prevent it. Ceuta is
to Britain a position of the greatest im-
portance, but her hands are partly tied
by the South African war, and she may
not be inclined to intervene alone be
tween Yrance and Mcrocco at the pres-
ent moment ; though we belleve she
would do so if that were necessary
rather than allow France to take pos-
gesslon unopposed. Bat the warning
voice to France from Germany comes at
&n opportune moment for Britain, as it
indicates that Germany's growing sea
power and African colonies make the
possession of the key of the Maditerra-
nean nearly as vital a matter to Ger-
many as to Britain, and make both these
powers jealous of the expansion of
France toward the straits of Gibraltar ;
and thus the task of checking French
designs in that direction will be all
the more easy.

We should deeply regret that the
horrors of war should envelop any two
or the whole throe of these nations, but
we cannot concoeal from ourselves the
fact that the horizon looks more
threatening at the present moment
than has been the case for many years,

ANOTHER PROPOSED UNION.
Efforts are being made to unite all
the Protestant bodies doing missionary
work in Jepan. The Presbyterians
united eeveral yearr ago into one body,
but the union resulted in a declaration
of independence on the part of Japauese
Presbyterians, so that as & Church it
should not be controlled by the parent
bodies and a standard of doctrine was
adopted which more resembled Unl-
tarlanism than Presbyterianism. Now
the Methodists are arranging terms of
union between their different denomin
ations, and it is proclaimed that when
the union shall be accomplished, the

new body shall be an independent
Methodist Church merging within it-
self the United States North and South,
Waesleyan and Episcopal and Cazadian
Methodists. But the general move-
ment looks beyond this to the union of
all pects,. When that takes place the
Baptists will be content with a sprinkl-
ing of water, Presbyterians will sub-
mit to be immersed and Anglicans will
listen to the sermons of ministers who
have avowedly no Episcopal ordina-
tion or Apostolic succession.

A RUSSIAN SECT.

The principle of private judgment
as the ultimate judge in the interpre-
tation of Scripture is not admitted in
the Greek any more than in the Cath-
olic Church ; yet from time to time
sectaries arise in Russia and other
Eastern Schismatical countries which
adopt this principle, and the result is
quite similar to what it has been among
the Protestant sects.

The strangest vagaries are im-
agined by some obscure individual,
most frequently by some ignorant
peasant who {8 puffed up with the be-
lief that he (or she) has a revelation
from God to teach some new and fan-
tastic doctrine which he has discovered
in the Bible. Soon a number of fan-
atics gather around the new teacher
and proclaim him to be their prephet,
and the new sect after a while has
quite a large following.

This is what has happened in the
case of & new sect which has made its
appearance in the Province of Sumara
on the Volga. An elderly peasant
woman in Soznova calls herself ‘‘ the
blessed mother,” and is so called by her
followers.

The Blessed Mother’s followers are
mostly women, but there are men
amoug them, and all are obliged to
leave their homes and dwell like the
ancient troglodytes, In caves dug out
in the sides of the hills, it being tkeir
belief that in accordanco with St.
Matthew xix, 29, and St. Mark x, 29,
they should literally leave their houses
and brethren, sisters, fathers, mothers,
children and lands for Christ's sake in
order to inherit eternal life in the
world to come.

It 1s asserted that the persecutions
inaugurated by Mons. Pobodonostseff,
the chief procurator of the Holy Synod
of the Orthedox Church, against all
dissentients from that Church have
made these fanatics more determined
than ever to follow their own conscien-
tious convictions, as they say '‘it is
better to obey God than man ”

The blessed Mother is attended con-
stantly by ten of her female followers
who are called ‘‘ the ten wise virgins.”
These bear lights in accordance with
St. Matt. xxv, 2, and the peasants be-
lieve that if the Blessed Mother, with
her wise virgins, go through their
fields in procession, a good crop is sure
to be reaped in the harvest.

These processions take place always
by night so that the symbolical burn-
ing lights may be more impressive.

THE FRENCH POPULATION,

In advance of the publication of the
census returns of the Dominion, it is
known that the increase of population
has been large, and in many towns of
Quebec the increase Is said to be as
much as 100 per cent. Dar-
Ing the last few years very rosy state-
ments have been made to the effect
that there was a repatriation move-
ment among the French -Canadians who
had emigrated to the United States,
and that large numbers had returned
to Canada. There have been a few
who have 8o returned, but the repatri-
atlon movement is mythical, notwith-
standing the fact that the (Quebec
Government has offered great induce-
ments for their return in the way of
free grant,of fertile lands in attractive
districts of the Province, with loans at
low rates to assist settlers to build
houses and equip their farms. Agents
have also been employed to bring ex-
patriated I'rench-Canadians back, but

these have met with no success in in-
ducing their return.

Canadians may as well face the fact
that those who have left the country
will not return, and though large sums
of money have been spent toward ef-
fecting this, there is no result from
this further than that there are a
couple of feeble settlements of returned
French Canadians at Lake St, John
and in Alberta. We should try to
keep with us those who are here, by
legislation for thelr best interests,
rather than spend our energies in use-
less efforts to bring back those who
have absolutely left us,

A very neat and interesting month-
ly, entitled ** The Cross," comes to us
from Halifax, It contains much that
is of value to Cathollic readers, and we
sicerely hope it will meet with abun-
dant succesas,

“THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE
CHURCH."”

In the Preface to Thoughts for all
Times, by Monsignor Vaughan, Bishop
Hedley remarked :

‘“If I am not mistaken there are
large numbers of our English, Irish,
American and Australlan Catholics,
who would readily accept any book
written with a fair amount of literary
power, which shall place their religion
before them with fullness, with secur-
ity, with devotional emphasis, and at
the same time in & language they can
understand.”

The prelate’s contention is amply
justified by the support accorded to
such worke as ‘‘ Watches of the Pas-
sion,” ‘" External Rligion,” and to
Rev. John MacLaughlin's latest ven-
ture, ‘‘ The Divine Plan of the
Church.” His first production, *‘In-
differentism” was successful, and com-
mands, we believe, a ready sale at the
precent time, not through the wiles of
the enterprising publisher, but because
it is solid in matter, clear in diction,
and orderly in its arrangement. And
wichout wishing to add our poor words
of commendation to thcse already
given it by competent authorities, we
merely say that the present volume
has all the merit of its predecessor,and
that it deserves to be read and re read
and to find a place in the home lib-
rary.

Referring to the idea developed in
this book, His Eminence Cardinal
Vaughan remarks :

‘‘In working out this problem—the
problem of all problems for every sin-
cere seeker after Christian truth—
Father MacLaughlin has been happily
inspired to carry his readers above the
ordinary level of every day controver-
sles, and to seek the necessary type of
the Church in the Divine Mind of Her
Founder.

‘'Studied in this, the fountain head
of light, the Church of Christ appears
in all the beauty of Her Divine ideal.
s 5 and all such evasions as
‘branch theories’ and ‘national
autonomies ' and the other mere work-
ing-compromises which veil their dog-
matic helplessness under the plea  of
‘comprehensiveness,” stand revealed
in the pitiable poverty of their purely
human character.”

CANADIAN ESSAYS, BY THOMAS
O'HAGAN, M, A, PH. D.

Dr. O'Hagan does not believe in let-
ting his powers ‘' fust in him unused.”
Now and then one sees an article from
his pen in newspaper and magazine,
or hears of him lecturing in some part
of the country. But whatsoever the
demands on his talent he manages to
give the public annuaily something in
book form —prose or verse—a reminder
that he is contributing his quota to the
upbullding of our national literature.
This time he presents us with Essays
dealing with Canadian history and
literature, and published with the hope,
as the author says, of promoting a
wider and better acquaintance on the
part of Canadians with the historical
and intellectual development of their
own countrv. Wae sincerely hope the
author may not be disappointed.
The Essays have appeared from time to
time in various magazines, and have
been referred to in our columns. We
should, however, wish to say that the
Essay on the expulsion of the Acadians
is very readable, and, to those who
have not Richard's masterly expose of
English brutality onthat occasion, very
valaable.

The anthor’s criticisms of his liter-
ary brethren are saturated with kind-
ness, There is never a suspicion of
{ll humor, but always for this one and
the other a well-turned phrase embody-
ing the appreciation of a kindly acd
sympathetic soul. Robert Carman, if
we may still claim him, and the others
who are endeavoring to make our liter-
ature more original and less imitatlve,
are accorded, and justly, a bounteous
measure of praise.

In reading the article on Cana-
dian Poets we happened upon
the name, of Rav. Father Dollard,
styled by Dr. O'Hagan as the best
Irish-balladist now living. But what
has become of '‘Irish Mist and San-
shine ?’ Has its publication been sus-
pended ? If so, we are glad, for that
book did not do anything like justice
to the ability of Father Dollard, and
was, as it seemed to us, compiled for the
purpose of giving publicity to the most
mediocre of his produnctions. Some of
his best work was not in the volume,

The essay on French Canadian life
and literature reminds us that the
men who have lived on what Voltaire
called the few acres of snow, have done
not a little towards our civilization,
and have bequeathed ns the priceless
heritage of a past gemmed with deeds
of heroism and self sacrifice.

It 18 quite amusing, the author says,
to hear people of Oatario who cannot
frame a sentence in French speak of
the French langusge of Quebec as &

I

patois. This is absolutely false, Of
course it 18, but we did not think that
Ontario people were’ 8o far behind the
times. It is dueto the French Cana-
dians to say that they have done more
to preserve the historical records of
Canada than all other Canadians to-
gether. The truth is, there is more
Canadian patriotism to-day in Quebec
than in any other Province of the
Dominfon—if Canadian patriotiem
means a true appreciation of Canada’s
past and present—the preservation of
her historical records and monuments.
It 18 this true Canadian patriotism that
has made Quebec the wealthiest liter-
ary porition of the Dominion,

We beepeak for this little work a
generous welcome. It is well written,
patriotic, and just the thing to hand to
those who have obscure ideas of our
civilization. (William Briggs, Toron-
to. Price, 1,00 )

A CRUCIFIX UNEARTHED,

Some workmen while grading a
mound a few days ago near the new
summer hotel which is being built at
Frankfort, Michigan, unearthed a cru-
cifix eight inches long, which is in a
fair state of preservation. The cruci-
fix s of brass, which was formerly
plated with gold, as some traces of the
plating remain. In December last a
skull was found in this neighborhood,
which was claimed to be that of Father
Marquette, the famous Jesuit mission-
ary and explorer,

There is a tradition current that
Father Marquette was burled on the
banks of the Betsey River, which flows
into lake Michigan, and this would in-
dicate the spot where the gkull and
crucifix have been found; in which
case this would be Father Marquette's
own crucifix. Da France’s history
says that Father Marquette was buried
at Four Streams south of Traverse
Bay, which would also indicate near
the mouth of the Betsey river.

The find has created considerable
excitement at Frankfort.

THE FAITH - CURE ELIJAH

John Alexander Dowie of Cnicago
who pretends to be the prophet Elijah
come again to earth, has been prose
cuted for keeping an unlicensed hospi-
tal. His Zlon is filled with sick pa
tlents whom he professes to heal by
faith without the use of madicine or
medical men, who are entirely taboood
under this ‘‘ divine healer’s " methods.
Thus his receipts are almost entirely
profits except when he boards his pa-
tlents ;in which case his charge for
board is high, to the extent that he has
become immensely rich through the
credulity of his followars. The health
department and the corporation counsel
hold that he keeps a hespital and is
bound to pay for a hospital licence—a
contention which he disputes.

A few days ago he called upon
Mayor Harrison to protest against the
prosecution, which he calls ** persecu
tion,” He asked in the language of
scripture :

‘‘ Why persecutest thou me ?"

‘“That {8 the first I heard of it,"
answered the Mayor,

Dowle then explained that Zlon is
not a hospital, and that this had been
decided by three courts.

The Mayor told this Elijah that he
would examine into the matter, and
after Dowle's departure in stately
style with his liveried coachman, the
Mayor told those about him that he had
no intention to ‘‘buck his head against
a stcne wall,” and if Dowie has the de-
cisions of the courts in his favor, he
will not interfere with his proceedings.
Meantime the City Council appear to
be determined to push the prosecution
in order to force Dowie to take out a
license for his hospital, or to oblige
him to give up his falth cure practice,
which has resulted in so many deaths.

Two more deaths kave bcen reported
from Dowle's Zion or hoepital during
the past week, besides several others
which have been recently reported.
One of these s a pecullarly distressing
case. Itis that of a woman named
Mrs, Julia. Thomas aged twenty-eight
years, who was one of twelve children
of Mrs. Mary Andrews who had reared
all her children in the faith cure be-
lief, and of these Mrs. Thomas is the
tenth who died under the treatment of
Dowle and other faith curists, the phys-
iclans attesting Iin most of those cases
that with proper medical attendance
and care the children would have re-
covered. Mrs. Andrews, however, is
infatuated with Dowle, and still main-
tains that If the children could have
been cured at all, Dywie would have
cured them. ‘‘ What {3 the use,” she
sald, ‘‘of talking of D)ectors where
Dowle is powerless.”

Since the above was written dcw
spatches from Chicago inform us that

in Evanston, a suburb of the oft
populace, rendered indignant byl -
numerous deaths which have f.km
place in Dowle's Zion, mobbeq -
Dowleites when the latter nttem;,xedth.
preach on the streets,. The atten .
preaching was a bravado op the -~
of the Dowleltes, who expected ‘prm
and came prepared, to the “umberow
200, one half of them being membeOf
of the Zlon institute, and the Other h, rls
a paid body-guard which Dowle o

tains out of his easily earneq m’;:::h-

The mob used eggs and fnudoroL
vegetables, and both guardg and qig.
ciples were roughty used, nine havip
been hurt to the extent that they c.ﬁ

now call themeelves the victimg of per.
secution. The injuries iy licted o
them, however, do not geem to haye
been very serious.

The police came upon the groung
during the melee accompanied by the
Mayor of Evanston, who
Dowleites to disperse to preve .
breach of the peace, As they refugeq
to obey this mandate, a fire engine
was brought to the scene of oy fliet,
ana the hose turned upon the
ites, who then fled precipitate
in the utmost confusion

The people of the town were in great
glee at this rcut, and joined iy with
syringes filled with dirty water

The Dowieites assert that they wi||
return In stronger force, and the
townspeople say they will muster mor
strongly than ever to put down thel;
intrusion on their streets,

We are not advocates of moh |ay
yet we are not very much surprised g
the meanifestation of public indigna.
tion, when we consider the provocs-
tion afforded by the Dowleites, who

“'-“led [hl!

Dowle.
ly ang

persist in foreing their delusion on
the public at the cost of mauy lives lost
through the culpable rejection of medi

cal treatment where it is badly needed
If a spark be applied to a powder mag.
azine it is to be expected that it will
explede, and the Dowieites should be
Woie wodest thau (o push Lhelr vagar.

les offensively before the public gaze

THE TRAMP NUSISANCE,

Benton Harbor, Michigan, hss found
what its civic officials believe will bes
satisfactory solution of the tramp nuis
ance. It i3 well known that, for the
most part, to get work is the last thing
a tramp desires, He wants the world
to give him a living while he fdles
away the time in begging, and itisa
common thing for tramps to say very
decidedly : ** The world owes me a liy
fng and I must get it somehow

Yet there are some who are tramp:
by necessity, who are really desirous
to get work, and these have become
tramps and beggars bacause they are
unable to get the work for which they
are looking.

The Benton Harbor plan has been
thus evolved : the city has decided to
begin paving the streets on an ex:
tensive scale, and Chief of Police
Johnson proposes to put every tramp
who is found begging to work at grad
ing the streets. He proposes to scour
the back streets every night, to arrest
the tramps discovered, and keep them
at work till the paving has been com:
pleted. As between fifty and one hun
dred men will be required, he may not
obtain the requisite number in Benton
Harbor itself, and in this case he will
ask the neighboring city of St. Joseph
to supply the deficiency.

The tramps who are really desirous
of earning an honest livelihood will be
glad of the opportunity thus afforded
them to get work ; but the hoboes who
wish to prey upon honest people Wil
take care to give Benton Harbors
wide berth, and in that neighborhood,
at least, the tramp nuisance will prob:
ably be greatly abated.

It would be profitable all around to
use the same method in dealing with
tramps in other cities, It may happen,

indeed, that these cities will not always
have work to give on so large & gcale ;
but there are very few cities where
great aud much needed improvements
may not be made at moderate expense
if the Benton Harbor plan be adopted.
Let it be tried.

A POINTER FOR CATHOLIC
SOCIETIES.

Rev. J. H. O'Donnell, of Water
town, Conn., gave a valuable hint t0
Catholic Socleties in the following
words recently at Waterbury :

“'Organizations composed exclusively
of Catholic young men, and which
boldly proclaim their ailegiance to the
Church, should never rest content with
their merely social or insurance fes-
tures, laudable as they are and wortby
of preservation. They should enter
into and become exponents of Cathollc
lifo at its best. They should aim &t
the highest ideal. They should stlns
forth in the open as sturdy and unité
champlons of Catholic rights — a0
there are such things as Catholic rights

—ag gtaunch, unabashed and lntellt1
gent defenders of their epiritud

JULY 20, 1801,

=

mother against stupid,
Christian and pbarisa
energetic and mnotable
the clergy in strengthe
{ying our intellectual
religious status.”
TR
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