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A QUESTION OF NA\'IUATI()N.

The Ottawa correspondent of the Empire
somounces that ** an order has been issued
by the Department that when goods. are
m!ed in bond over United States
milways in transitu from a Canadian port
destined for a port in British Columbia,
the carrying from the port of transhipment
fotbe point of destination shall only be

“ doue by British vessels, or foreign vessels

which have acquire1 the right to the coast-
ing trade of Canada.” 1If this be true, a
serious blunder has been committed, the
correction of which should at once be
made. Article xxx. of the Treaty of
Washington expressly accords to Ameri.
cans the right which is here said to have
been denied them. The words are : * citi-
gens of the United States may . . .
earry in United States vessels, without
psyment of duty, goods, wares, or mer-
chandise from one port or place within the
possessions of - Her ‘Britannic Majesty in
North America to aunother place within the
said possessions, provided that a portion of
such transportation is made through the

ferritory of the United States by land car-

riage aud in boud, under such rules as may
be agreed upon between the Govern-
ment of the United States and the Gov-
ernment of Her Britannic Majesty.” By
the same article, Canada obtains a recipro-
cal right of navigation, and on the same

condition, land transit through a part of

Canada. € It 1s alleged that American ves-
sels have hitherto been allowed the privi-
lege, to which they were certainly not én-

titled, of taking bonded freight from

Vancouver which had come over the C. P.

"R and delivering it at a Canadian port or
ports. -This privilege might have been
vithdrawn without giving just cause of
somplaint ; but it could not be done in the

If what is stated has

really been done, a provision of the Treaty

of Washington ias. unconsciously no doubt,

But it may be that the cor-

fespoudent is in crror, and that the restric-

tion applies o freight which has come over
the Canadian Pacific and not over American

In that case there would be no
and no denial of - treaty rights,

.""'l.lh there would be_a bit of rzulintion

 kind which would be legally justifiable,

it might be open to question in

way described.

been violated.

territory,
blunder

Point of policy.

THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA.
Sir Julian Pauncefote, the new British
Minister at Washington, has not escaped
the catechizing of the inevitable inter-
viewer. But thé interviewer is not, as a
eonsequence of his enterprise, enabled to
impart much new information to his read.
ers.
patent on which the Minister was not dis-
inclined to touch. ** You are to remember,”
he said to the interviewer, on the subject of
the relation® of Canada and the States,
‘ that this is a triangular duel, to which
the United States, Cavada, and Great
Britain are parties, and by the example of
a famous precedent we are reminded that
in such cases the preliminaries are some-
what difficult to arrange.”” But that Lord
Salisbury, as stated by an American jour-
nal, had done anything so unnecessary as
to intinrate to the Dominion Government
his desire to have the unpleasant.contro-
versies. brought to a speedy and amicable
settlement he did not believe; it would
have been a mere platitude, and that states-
man is not given to platitude. That he
was to meet Sir Charles Tupper at Ottawa
next month he denied, while admitting
that on the subject of commercial relations
between Canada and the- United States he
should be guided by the views of the
Dominion Government. He was author-
ized, he admitted, to deal with the question
of extradition. ’

All this was known to Canadians before,
and if there, were any Americans who be-
lieved that&nuy coercive power would be
used by Gireat Britain on ‘the commercial

statement that Canada will get her own
way in the adjustment of the commercial
relations may mean much in view of the
recent attitude taken on this quesgipn by

States.

never make another treaty of reciprocal
free importation withbut including manu-
factures and various objects of the predue-

The utterance

enigma.

mean that,

realization.

question they will now be undeceived. The

some both in Cavada and the United
When the treaty of Washington
was made, Caleb Cushing, a prominent
figure among the statesmen of the Repub-
lic, predicted that the United States would

tion of the Republi¢ not included in the
schedule of the Elgin-Marey treaty. ‘“Can-
ada,” he added, ** must expect nothing of
this natare short of a true Zollverein involv-
ing serious modifications of the commercial
relations of Canada to Great Britain.’
Since then this view has apparently become
generally accepted in the 1 "nited States, and
there are in Canada active advocates of a’
Z3llverein, as a solution of the commeggiaﬁ should by having done our own duty inde
of Sir Julian
Pauncefote may possibly be interpreted to
if the Canadian Government | There is probably nothiug to be hoped for
recommended such an arrangement, Gireat
Britain would not stand in the way of its | cation ought not to be 1mpossible to unravel.
" We can well understand that, | I'uhliaﬁpimon in the United States assur

ago to make some concession to certain
manufactures of the United States the
abortive Brown treaty makes plain.
then the policy of manufacturing protec-
tion has been created, and it is not possible

farther in that direction than she was
willing to go then. . When Sir John Mae-

There are some matters alroad; donald observed that if we cou)d not have

reciprocity in free raw materials we must
have reciprocity of tariffs, he did not look
in the direction of froe trade.  Reciprocity
of tariffs would mean a higher tariff for
Canada. If it was nttered as a threat, it
would be difficult to see its wisdoni, espec;.
ally as it must remain sterile or Caunada
would resort to the use of a weéapoun that
would inflict needless injury on herself.
Since the Washington treaty was made
great changes have taken place. The lnter.
colonial and the Canadian Pacific railways
have given us a certain elemept of commer
cial independence which Mr. Cushing pre
‘dicted we should Tigver obtain. Ontario and
Quebec, he said, must remain dependent on
the United States for the means of transit.
There is dependence, it is true, but it is
not absolute; and it is balanced by a cor-
responding dependence of the United States
on transit through Canada. In neither case
is the dependence without alternative ; the
mutual interdependence for the facility of
transport is a matter of convenience. It
would be faolly in either country to put an
| end to the convenience of transit enjoyed
by the other. The railways are alone likely
to urge such restriction, but if the mutual
right of transit were withdrawn they would
themselves be the greatest sufferers. This

the treaty of Washington, and it could be
‘withdrawn only by the abrogation of that
provision : its abrogation would cut both
ways, i. ¢., take from the United States the
same privilege that ‘Canada would lose.
This is what the ** retaliation "' threatened
by the late President meant ; but reflection
on the mutual injury which it would inflict
has, we fancy, caused the threat to be
abandoned. -

To make provision for the mutual extra
ditio of criminals is not an easy thing for
aii American Administration to do. With
a section of the population. there is a dis
position to rank as political offenders the
dynamiter, the petroleuse, the ASSASSID, and
humiliating as is the reflection, there can-
not be a question that these men have
hitherto prevunu»{l an extradition treaty
from being carried intg effect. Reciprocity

_offers no temptation, and if it did, we

pendently in this particular have removed
the motive to action on the other kide.

wunder this head. The Behrinyg Sea compli-

Since

that Canada would vow be willingto go

right owes its existence to article xxx. of ___ o~

o

this concession | edly does not sistain the pretengion of a
n | closed sea. The mounopoly of the Alaska

Fur Compauy is unpopular with all Ameri-
activity it cortails and whose

with whatever reluctance,
would be made. But. that the Canadian
Government is prepared fo accept such an
adjustment there is no feason to believe. | cans W!lqy‘.
The attitude of the Dominion ParhiAment | natural rights

awssion, though assumed under the | there is a disposition to admit that wsome
genera) rujes for the préservatiou of the

.d-'rr.:.m""'” meeting of the National Board
ivi ';)‘ the Uniged States was held “in
"' g A8t wock,  On that occasion, as at
favor: meeting i u resolution was adopted :
*ing recipro .| trade relations with Canada. last :
..;‘.“:he Awicrican legislator has learned ' guidance of the Government, would be

1 Or somewhere near as much, about pmuwd to as & legislative negation of the

 Canada ‘ug 1)
- ¢ ierchant of the Northern 5 :
> tates, we are ., l;aely.t: g:t recieprocczw.p proposal. That Cangda was willing years

it trenches upon,. though

‘& T8%Ss

aex] are necessary to prevent the anuhila
tion which "would follow from aununre

’
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