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Tie Stricto Island of MarMpe. [||
Rev. William A. Maher, Indiana^ 

polis, Ind., writing to the "Catholic 
Columbian," says :—

It is difficult for us to realize the 
awful calamity that befell the city 
of St. Pierre, the virtual capital of 
Martinique, on that fair and fatal 
May morning when St. Pelee belched 
forth the blazing matter that de­
stroyed more than 30,000 human be­
ings and left the doomed city a heap 
of ruins. The mind is overwhelmed 
with the greatness of the catas­
trophe. If we are afflicted by the 
sudden death of one of our neigh­
bors, what must we think of 30,000 
persons with a few moments notice 
swept out of existence!

The people that morning were go­
ing about their daily avocations — 
Some must have been assisting at 
the holy sacrifice of the Mass—many 
were beginning another day either

great number of the population. The 
governments schools to the pupils— 
only the pupils of these schools can 
expect government positions. Yet 
there was in St. Pierre a flourishing 
Catholic college splendidly equipped, 
academies for girls, parochial Schools 
for boys conducted by the French 
Christian Brothers, for girls by the 
communities of the French Sisters, 
and all maintained and supported by 
money coming voluntarily from the 
Catholics. There must certainly have 
been good Catholics in St. Pierre 
when they thus sacrificed their tem­
poralities to have their children 
reared as Christians.

At Fort de France on a Wednes­
day in Holy Week I saw the priests’ 
house crowded at night with men 
going to confession. The men had 
the custom there of going to confes­
sion at night in the parochial resi

of happiness or sorrow —the little dence. I would venture to say that 
children were in their schools — the very few in danger of death refused 
more grown up ones in the academ- to be reconciled with the God that 
ies and colleges-the good priests oi they had neglected during an indif- 
the Catholic college were no doubt ferent or wicked life, 
already in class. The hard-working | There is one thing which even the 
Christian Brothers and French nuns, so-called atheistical French officials
occupied with the poorer class of 
youth, were at their places—the vir­
tuous and the wicked were looking 
forward to their daily pursuits when, 
oh horror! A frightful noise like 
thunder is heard, the city shakes, 
and Mt. Pelee rains fire, and in a 
few minutes all, all were gone!

In my opinion the people no more 
expected that that dreadful vol­
cano would irretrievably ruin them 
and their city in that way than we 
now to-day in Indianapolis expect to 
be launched into eternity by an 
earthquake or a volcanic eruption. 
Oh! it is terrible to think of those 
few moments of dread which must 
have paralyzed these people before 
the burning ashes, roches and lava 
killed them!

The public prints of this country 
have given much space to the de­
scription of this city ' and island, 
both before and after the disaster. 
Good pictures of the principal streets 
and some of the public buildings of 
that beautiful city in which 80,000 
persons met their sad end, have been 
published and justice has been done 
the tropical beauty of the island.

It is not my intention to speak in 
this article of those things. But 
there is a matter which the papers 
have not touched, and that is the 
religious side of the city and island.
I shall briefly therefore state a few 
facts connected with the religion 
land education of Martinique.

The diocese of St. Pierre is a suf­
fragan diocese of the archdiocese of 
Bordeaux, in France, having a bish­
op and about fifty-five priests. It is 
canonically instituted like the dio­
ceses in France, with canons and 
chapter. The canons wear the dress 
special to such dignitaries. I do not 
know how many priests there were 
in the city or the number of churches 
In the environs, but I would say at 
a rough calculation that there must 
have been thirty between the paro­
chial and college clergy. There were 
several country parishes, all sup­
plied with French priests. Fort de 
France is the largest parish now left 
in the island. I do not think there 
was a non-Catholic Church in Mar­
tinique; I never heard of any there. 
There were a great number of good 
Catholics in the different parishes- 
jnoral men and women. Of course, 
as in all tropical countries, there is 
a certain looseness of morals in a 
certain class, but I maintain that 
the good, practical Catholics in St. 
Pierre were moral people. There 
were Christian men and women 
there who could compare with the 
Christian elite of any country.

It is wonderful how some people 
see immorality wherever they go. As 
for me, it must have been on vaca­
tion when I was in Martinique, for 
I never saw any sign of it more 
than can be seen in any of our Am­
erican cities. The good people of 
Martinique that gave sons to the 
altar and daughters to the cloister 
were the first to deplore the immor­
ality brought on by the infidel 
schools. The public school teachers 
of both sexes are in France as a 
class hostile to religiou-nay, some 
even profess atheism. These men 
and women have aided the govern­
ment in expelling God from the 
schools, and in my opinion, if im­
morality increased in the West In­
dia French possessions, its cause is 
to be found 'in the schools taught by 
the practical infidel men and women 
appointed by an infidel government.

Side by side with the anti-reli­
gious schools were the Catholic pri­
vate schools maintained as our par- 
cohial schools are in this country, by 
the generosity of the good Catho- 
the religious sentiments of a _ very 
lies. Now this fact speaks well for

have never been able to impugn, and 
that is the honor and integrity, the 
edifying lives of the clergy of Marti­
nique. They were and are certainly 
the salt of the earth.

Foremost among the educational 
establishments of St. Pierre was 
the Catholic College directed by the 
priests of the Society of the Holy 
Ghost. Its title was "Séminaire 
College du St. Esprit." Many a 
French priest that had distinguished 
himself in France as a theologian, a 
philosopher, a litterateur, or a scien­
tists taught in that institution for 
the past sixty years. The seminary 
section gave many priests to the is­
land; and the Rt. Rev. Dr. de Cour­
ront, Bishop of German East 
Africa, a native of the island, spent 
his youth in the college. The Very 
Rev. Peter Huvetys, late president 
of Blackrock College, Dublin, Ire­
land, a man respected by rich nnd 
poor in that country, and whose 
memory is venerated by many a 
past student of Blackrock College, 
ms also a native of Martinique and 

student in the Catholic College 
there The Séminaire College du St. 
Esprit also gave many prominent 
professional and business men to 
the island; and year after year the 
Godless French examiners commis­
sioned by the government to confer 
the university degrees on the gradu­
ating classes were constrained to 
acknowledge the excellent training 
given by those learned and zealous 
French priests.

The government Lycees, through 
supported by state money, and fav­
ored in every way by the govern­
ment. were shown to be inferior to 
that college whose professors were 
handicapped by red tape regulations 
and every mean act that Satan could 
suggest to men that openly denied 
the existence of God. Alas! Mt. 
Pelee has blotted that grand home 
of learning with perhaps twenty 
saintly priests out of existence. "All, 
all are gone the old familiar faces.
I feel sad at heart as I write these 
lines at the thought that probably 
several among them were friends of 
other days when "life was young.

The French Christian Brothers had 
excellent parochial schools in the 
city. As a rule, they had charge of 
the children of the poor. Most of 
these latter were colored boys. Yet, 
the Brothers spared no expenses in 
the training of teachers for these 
schools. Every teacher passed the 
examinations and received his certi­
ficate from the education board af­
ter having spent years in the train­
ing school. And what for? To sa­
crifice his life to the Christian edu­
cation of the negroes of Martinique. 
The respectable colored people al­
ways venerated "les bons frere»," as 
they called them.

The girls in the Martinique schools 
are entrusted to the Sisters. These 
good religious, like the Brothers, 
teach the poorer classes. Yet, there 
were academies in St. Pierre that 
could compete with any Catholic 
academy for girls in this country. 
Some of (he Sisters were the daugh­
ters of the most aristocratic French 
and Martinique families, that had 
given all they possessed in this world 
to the cause of the Master who said: 
"Suffer little children to- come unto 
me and forbid them not. for of suç^i 
is the Kingdom of Heaven

Besides the houses of education 
the Sisters had charge of the old 
and the sick, doing the same work 
that is done by the Catholic Sisters 
in this and all other countries. And 
to think that Mt. Pelee In a few 
minutes ruined all. all! It staggers 
the inclination to dwell upon that 
aatoundinj

In this country we are inclined to 
underrate and undervalue what is 
done elsewhere. Did we not hear of 
the appalling ignorance prevalent in 
Cuba and Porto Rico? Do we not 
have it dinned into our ears that 
the Philippine friars kept the people 
in dense ignorance? I am proud to 
state that there are at this moment 
Cubans and Porto Ricans in this 
city—refined, cultured, educated, that 
have received that refinement, cul­
ture and education in the Catholic 
schools of Cuba and Porto Rico ; 
and when at the Buffalo Exposition 
I made it a point to investigate the 
state of the Filipinos that were 
there, I found that there was not 
one among them that did not know 
how to read and write-in Spanish, 
of course—and a most respectable 
looking man who was there with his 
family and who had a daughter a 
Filipino school teacher, stated to 
me that he was and ever would be 
a Catolico Romano Apostolico. Now 
they were all natives of the Philip­
pines and had all received their edu­
cation from the friars and nuns. The 
day will come when the Catholics of 
the United States will rise up in 
their might to repel the foul cal­
umny originated by sectarians a- 
gainst the Church in those far-away 
islands.

rHie Catholic Church was doing the 
Master’s work in Martinique, too. 
Infidelity—professed atheism, hostil­
ity of the public school teachers — 
enmity of the Masonic lodges — the 
inferiority of the race that had to 
be dealt with—obstacles of every 
kind that hell and the malice of men 
could invent, did not prevent her 
from calling the many so that the 
elect might be chosen. The clergy 
of Martinique is a model clergy. The 
French education is the acme of re­
finement when Catholic. No science 
is left out, and yet sometimes we 
are asked to believe that Martinique 
and the French are not up to date 
because not “Anglo-Saxon!

St. Pierre is a thing of the past. 
The grand old Séminaire College du 
St. Esprit that witnessed the labors 
of many a noble French ecclesiastic 
exists no more. The Brothers and 
their schools, the heroic French lad­
ies that befriended the poor in the 
schools and hospitals are now with 
their Master; the good Catholic peo­
ple that were generous to priest and 
Church and school and the poor,, 
have departed forever, and from 
every Christian heart the world over 
has come forth the cry : “ Eternal 
rest grant, O Lord, to the victims 
of the dreadful Mt. Pelee! ”

They believed, and to show that 
faith they were going to have that 
/procession to honor God—not for 
any other reason. They were going 
to carry the Body and Blood of the 
Son of God around in order to show 
their belief. That was their motive. 
In conclusion, the rev. gentleman 
said’that when Corpus Christ! came 
round again many of them might 
not be there, but he asked them to 
keep the processions they had partici­
pated in in their memories, and al­
ways respect the Blessed Sacrament 
and attend Mass when they were

The procession then formed In the 
grounds. First came the cross-bear­
er attended by two acolytes, then 
the boys four deep to the number 
of some two hundred, and inter­
spersed were banners representing 

Joseph and Child, Blessed Vir-St.
gin Mary, with inscription, "Mother 
of God, remember me," St. Patrick, 
Mary Magdalene at the foot of the 
Cross, Sacred Heart, and others. 
Then came the acolytes, and a little 
party of girls and boys, the former 
in white, and the latter in Highland 
costumes, each carrying a basket of 
flowers, wherewith to strew the 
path of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Lastly came the canopy borne aloft 
by Messrs. Lindsay, Gallagher, Cun­
ningham, and MacKenzie, and under­
neath it, carrying the Sacred Host 
was Father Brotherhood, attended 
by Fathers M’Cormack and Haegar 
The singing was led by Mr. Brother­
hood, Depruty Governor of West 
Thorn, father of the officiating 
priest, whilst the instrumental music 
was looked after by Mr. Reilly, 
bandmaster of the institution. The 
procession then wended its way into 
the graveyard to the strains of the 
"Tantum Ergo" played by the band. 
Here the large crowd which was 
waiting to receive it knelt down, 
and when the canopy passed, rose 
up and joined in the procession. The 
singing of the boys was marked by 
vigor, and the chorus of one of their 
hymns :
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Mary, dear Mother, I sing a hymn 
to thee;

Thou art the Queen of Heaven, and 
thou our Queen shall be,

And thdu Shalt guide us into eter­
nity,

was given with such a blending of
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Corpus Christi in Scotland,
The tendency of our people here 

to have outdoor processions when 
the festival of Corpus Christi occurs, 
say9 a special correspondent of the 
"London Universe," becomes more 
marked every year, and, as a re­
sult, the people taking part in the 
processions become mpre numerous 
when the festival day comes round; 
the banners and vestments used are 
more gorgeous, and the devotion 
displayed becomes more intense. This 
year was no exception. True the 
number of processions were not aug­
mented; but this was owing to St. 
Mary’s, Glasgow, having none this 
year. Its place, however, was 
worthily filled by St. Michael’s, 
Parkhead. The procession at Dal- 
beth on Thursday was the grandest 
there yet seen. Mass was said in the 
Reformatory Chapel by Father M’­
Cormack. The chaplain, Father Bro­
therhood, of St. Mary’s, gave a 
dhort sermon on Corpus Christi. This 
was a holiday, said the Rev. Fa­
ther, and everybody was bound 
to hear Mass and abstain from 
work. Yet in Glasgow everything 
was going on as usual. The shops 
were open, as were the mills, and 
every one seemed at work. Why? Be­
cause Glasgow along with the rest 
of the country had turned its back 
on God and become heretic. The peo­
ple had denied the faith. To-day 
they were singing

iding calamity.

Jes s. my Lord, my God, my all. 
How can I love Thee as I ought? 
because they did not rleny. as the 
peorle of Scotland had done, that 
our Lord and God was in the Bless­
ed Sacrament. It was hard to be­
lieve. hard to understand; but they 
be’i^ved it though they did not un­
derstand. That very week a learned 
man had said that he did not know 
how any one could believe that un­
der the alopeoranee of bread they 
had the body and divinity of Christ. 
He said it was beyond his power to 
believe it. The reason why he said 
that, was because he was too proud 
to believe what he did not under­
stand. His hearers did not under­
stand it. neither did he, but they 
knew it was a fact, and they be­
lieved it because it was told them 
on good authority. Several things 
were mysteries in this world, and 
the great stumbling-block to those 
not Catholics was the mystery of 
the Eucharist. They could not be­
lieve because they could not see.

pathos, devotion, and unquestioning 
faith, that they would be "blase" in­
deed who would fail to be affected 
by it.

As the procession passed along 
the cemetery walks every one knelt 
down and adored as the tinkling of 
the bell told of the approach of the 
Sacred Host. At the North-Eastern 
gate of the cemetery, on a mound 
overlooking the silent rows of graves 
but within their own enclosure, 
stood a group of white-robed nuns— 
the Sisters of the Good Shepherd, 
soipe twenty in number. They stood 
motionless as statues till their Lord 
and Master came in sight, and then 
they tfrostrated themselves till the 
procession passed. Coming to what 
once was the gate of the cemetery, 
the processionists formed themselves 
into twos, and knelt down on each 
side of the path, whilst the canopy- 
bearers and the priests came down 
the centre and passed into the Mor­
tuary Chapel, where the first altar 
was erected, and where Benediction 
was given, the people remaining out­
side, and singing the "O Salutaris," 
Litany of the Blessed Virgin, and 
the "Tantum Ergo." At the con­
clusion of Benediction the procession 
again made its way through the 
graveyard (this time with numbers 
considerably augmented), and pro­
ceeded within the grounds of the 
West Thorn Reformatory, where, 
under a cluster of trees which spread 
their branches over bath altar and 
worshippers alike, a temporary al­
tar had been erected. Here the Bene­
diction service was once again cele­
brated, and then, the procession 
forming once more, the Sacred 
Host, amrdst hymns of joy, made 
its triumphal procession to the pri­
vate chapel of the institution, where 
once again Benediction took place, 
after which the crowds dispersed. 
One cannot wonder after seeing one 
of these processions why they are 
becoming more popular amongst us 
every year, for they certainly waken 
up the latent faith within us, and, 
no matter how good we may be, 
make us better Catholics then be­
fore. Processions of a similar nature 
took place *on Thursday, !n Fort i 
Augustus. Both well, Gamgad Hill, 
and. on the Sunday, In Broxburn 
(Ediriburgh), Gourock, and St. Mi- 1 
chael’s Parkhead. The usual out­
door procession in St. Mary’s Glas­
gow, did not take place this year 
owing to street improvements hav­
ing taken place in Abercromby St., 
the principal street through which 
the procession used to pass, but in­
side processions took place in it, as 
in nearly all the Glasgow churches 
on Sunday, that in St. Mungo’s be­
ing prominent on account of the 
large utimbere participating in it 
and the splendid sermon by Father 
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Patrick’s Hall, 92 St. Alexander 
St., on every Monday of each 
mon?h. The regular meetings for 
the transaction of business axe 
held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays 
of each month, at 8 p.m. Spirituel 
Adviser, Rev. M. Callaghan; Chan­
cellor, F. J. Curran, B.C.L.; Pre­
sident, Fred. J. Sears; Recording- 
Secretary, J. J, Costigon: Finan­
cial-Secretary, Robt. Warren ; 
Treasurer, J. H. Feeley, jr.; Medi­
cal Ad viser a, Drs. H. J. Harrison, 
E. J. O'Connof *nd G. H. Merrill.
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ther Donnelly, the ze 
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read a large numbe: 
banns on Sunday m 
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marks which are apf 
parishioners besides 
said : The mention 
coming marriages le 
to the pagan habit- 
tainly not a Cathc 
throwing rice at a 
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is not at all in keepi 
nity and sanctity oi 
God. The rice is so 
into the faces of th( 
which is obviously a 
to do. Moreover, i 
work of the sexton, 
for this additional 1 
vho make it necesss 
get this habit. I 
those who have indv 
for the reasons I ha 
occur no more. I fc 
will be guided by th 
future.

HAND BILLS.—I may 
tion the practice of 
hand bills at the door 
Church witholut perini* 
only to Catholic societi 
privilege, or the Drivilei 
newspapers is accorddd. 
take these hand bills s' 
them away when they r< 
®teod of throwing them 
■walk in front of the Ch>

FORTY HOURS.—In * 
"the Blessed Sacrament
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