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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.1588
time?” To this the only answer that can 
be given is that in places where con­
solidation has been in effect for years 
there has not been much difficulty about 
that. The vans run on schedule time, 
but if exact connection is not made the 
children walk on until the van overtakes 
them; in some places arrangements are 
made for them to wait at a house. The 
history of the movement has been that 
better roads, summer or winter, follow 
in the wake of the consolidated school. 
When the rural mail was inaugurated 
the same objection was raised, but now 
one seldom hears of it. During a few 
days storms may be so bad as to give 
some difficulty, but that condition would 
exist even if there wasn’t consolidation. 
The Manitoba Report for 1917 says that 
the children who come in vans show better 
attendance and better health than those 
who walk. Always the driver is re­
sponsible for the conduct of the children 
in the van. He is given the authority 
of both teacher and trustees to keep 
order. Not long before Mr. Chisholm 
had visited the consolidated school at 
Hudson, near New Liskeard He had 
there found one van with 35 children. 
They sat in two rows, with the driver 
at the head,—"and they were the happiest 
lot of children you ever saw. A teacher 
went with each van. Incidentally the 
consolidation system solves the rural 
boarding-house problem for the teacher.

Mr. Chisholm mentioned that the 
school at Hudson has been in operation 
since 1910, and has been in every way 
successful. At Mallorytown a 4-room 
school is now being built and at Wellington 
Prince Edward Co., a vote was being 
taken at the time of the Conference. 
The school at Guelph he had found very 
efficient. At present the farmers about 
are sending their children to it by radial 
because of the better education they get 
there. Stamford has established a fine 
consolidated school with swimming baths, 
gymnasium, and Assembly Hall. There 
are also schools at Stratton, Donon, 
Tarentorus, and Nobel, and other places 
are developing.

Jn reply to a question about uniting 
sections where the divisions are rather 
difficult to manage, he said that some­
times a consolidated section can be 
rounded out by taking part of an out­
lying section. In some places this is 
being done on the petition of the people 
to be put on the consolidated area. 
All that is necessary in doing this is to 
approach the township council and 
give them a strong petition. First the 
voting must carry; the division doesn’t 
take place until the consolidation is 
approved by the Minister of Education.

Where there is an incorporated 
village with townships on two sides it 
is necessary to consult both councils.

The cost of consolidation proved an 
interesting part of the subject. The 
Minister in Manitoba, said the speaker, 
stated in 1914 that the cost per pupil, 
under the consolidation system, was $5 
to $8 more per year, including transporta­
tion. When children go to High School 
the cost is much greater than that. In 
this way consolidation gives the poorer 
farmers a chance to educate their children. 
Also parents are sometimes afraid to 
let young children go from home to high 
school; the consolidated school obviates 
that difficulty. . Recently the grants 
have been increased by 50 per cent, over 
those announced. A grant of $3,000 
is given outright by the Department for 
each consolidation, and there is a building 
grant of from 30 to 45 per cent, of the 
contract price of the building and the 
site, in addition, but the grant must not 
exceed $9,000.

Recently the grants to rural schools 
have been greatly increased, and in such 
a way as to make it actually cost less, 
in many cases, to engage a good teachei 
at a high salary (a pamphlet containing 
full information can be got by applying 
to the Deputy Minister of Education, 
Toronto). Now if five schools consolidate 
four will do the work five were doing 
and will still get the $3,000 grant from 
the Department.

For convenience the matter of building 
has been arranged in classes. If you can 
build a school for less than 5 per cent, 
of the assessment, it goes in Class 1 ; 
over 10 per cent. F Class 3; and between 
Class 2. The grant to Class 1 is 30 per 
cent, for building; to Class 2, 37/2 per 
cent.; and to class 3, 45 per cent. In 
case the school is used as a community 
hall there is a grant of $2,000 extra.
The question ot how to dispose of the 
old school buildings is always brought

“a favorite phrase with Western farmers 
(c and h) ; the whole question of the spirit 
of “service," (implied in Nos. b, 1, m); 
and finally the largest question of all, 
so far as co-operation and partnership 
are concerned (Nos. a. d, e, f,_g). These 
he left to the consideration of his audience.
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m irR. Chisholm, Assistant to the 
l\/| Provincial Inspector of Public 

Schools, introduced the subject, 
“Consolidated Schools,” by saying that 
he thought no subject discussed at the 
Conference of Rural Leadership of more 
importance than this, because it affects 
the young people in the country. There 
is no industry that can compare in im­
portance with training for future citizen­
ship. He then outlined the history 
of the movement, stating that it is not 
a new thing. Forty-six years ago it 
started at Montague, Massachusetts; 
through the initative of the farmers in 
that locality, and in almost every in­
stance where the experiment has been 
tried, has been carried on successfully 
ever since. Always, however, to be 
fully successful, it must come from the 
people themselves, and first they, must 
be thoroughly interested. This is not 
difficult if they can be shown that it 
has been tried out satisfactorily in thou­
sands of cases. A pamphlet dealing with 
the subject has been prepared for dis­
tribution in Ontario; also one can obtain 
information on the history of the move­
ment in the West by writing to the 
Department of Education, Winnipeg. 
In the^United States there are now 1,300 
or 1,400 of these schools, and one can 
get data on them by writing to the 
Department of the Interior, Washington, 
and to the Governments of the various
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into your soups, stews and 
and pies. It will give 
them a delicious new 
savouriness, and you will 
be able to get all the 
nourishment you require 
without making a heavy |f 
meal.
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"Direct from Trapper to You"
Hallam’s guarantee is “to satis­

fy you or give you your money
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back.”
No matter where you live you 

can obtain the latest styles and the 
highest quality in Purs from Hal­
lam’s by mail—at the same prices 
as if you lived 10 miles from 
Toronto.
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One great handicap to the spread of 
the movement in Ontario has been the 
prevalence of isolated school boards. 
It has been found that wherever township 
boards h£*re been established the way 
is easy; therefore, the first task of those 
interested in Consolidated Schools may 
be to bring about the larger unit. Person­
ally he thought the township unit better 
than the country unit.
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Many men carry 
that doaa net - 
more than a year’s salary: 
they seen» to think that there 
is made in insurance funds 
so that 1 plus 1 will here 
the value of 6 or 8.
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When there Is a desire to start con- 
as it now is)solidation (with the system 

the first step is to get a meeting called, 
and someone with knowledge on the 
subject to address it. The Department 
of Education at Toronto has several 
men whose services may be called upon 
for this (write to the Deputy Minister of 
Education, Toronto.)

One of the great advantages ot the 
consolidated school is the classification 
which it permits—as in city schools.

teachers have 8
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Is your insurance sufficient 
near to being sufficient 

as you can make it? Re­
member that 2 + 2 = 4 *f- 
ter you are gone, just the 

it does to-day. If
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In the country many 
or 10 classes, and can give none of them 
enough attention. In the urban schools 
it is easy for a teacher to give her whole" 
attention to one class for liait a day, in 
the country the teacher finds it hard to 
give more than half an hour to the same 
work Under the circumstances it is 
a wonder that many of the rural teachers 
do as good work as they do, although, 

qestionably, the independent study 
of an industrious child does much, to 
qflfset the disadvantage of laçk of time 
on the teacher's part.

At this point the interest of the 
audience in the subject became manifest 
in a storm of questions, to which the 
following replies were given: I he con­
solidated system always brings continua­
tion classes, for which a large grant is 
provided. Also it is much more likely 
than the present system to provide a 
way for the teaching of agriculture 
music domestic science and manual 
training. . Yes, the interest in Ontario 
is very great. Requests for men to 
speak on consolidation are coming to the 

from all over. Also many 
well informed

Put on More Insurancetaturall Grey Canadian Wolf Scarf, measur­
ing about 30 ins. In length and about 
lOins. wide. Lined with a shirred crepe- 
de-rhene, crepe frill around edge and 
streamers. Trimmed with natural head, 
tail and paws.

M367. Scarf delivered to you 
Muff to match, in ball shape, velvet lined, 

crepe cuffs, trimmed with head and 
tail, complete with wrist cord and ring 

M368. Muff delivered to you $24.25
The above scarf or muff will be sent 

promptly on receipt oj money.
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BUY NOW.
John B. Smith & Sons Limited, Toronto

Established 1851
1921 A PARTY OF BOYS AND GIRLSBook of Fur Fashions will arrive from England shortly. Applications

ot age,for children, 11-12 years 
now invited. Write

JOHN W. HOBDAY, Manager
It is better than ever, contains 

48 pages fully illustrated from 
actual photographs, showing the 
fur coats and sets as they really 
appear on live people. In it you 
will find many bargains in the 
latest models of fashionable fur 
coats and sets.
It will be mailed Free.

Addrc in full as below.

DR. BARNARDO’S HOMESDepartment
of the local inspectors are

are good speakers. Peter Street, TORONTO 
I WILL PAY YOU

50-52the subject and
Mr Chisholm thought the Inspector 
in anv place should be consulted before 

, towards consolidation iz taken. 
To the question "How do you solve 

the transportation problem?” the speaker
rules are

« on
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300 miles of Toronto. 30 cents a pound 
pay the express and lose the shrinkage.
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r replied that the transportation 
in the hands of the consolidated school 

They lay out the routes. 1 he 
regulations state that if pupils live ^ 
mile on either side of the road they must 
come out to meet the van; however, 
the trustees have the power to change the 

Here is a difficulty: the ratc- 
••1- the van likely to be on

Depas tine, it 
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ALBERT LEWIS
OntarioToronto,666 Dundas, Westtrustees.
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^rds'oafngdooTqu,3rtyOPifyou want the "best mar­

ket lor your poultry sell to
C. A. MANN & CO. 0n,

78 King St., London, «

No. 851 Toronto
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