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“your greatest reward can be only the haps in those years of centuries ..,
knowledge that in living this knight- there lived women like you to figh
hoed for me you have won what I can and die for. I no longer wonder a
mever give to any man. The world men fighting for them us they hive
can hold only one such man for & wo- sung their stories in ks, 1 have
man. For your faith must be immeas- nothing down in that world which , oy
urable, your love as pure as the with- have called civilization—nothing ..
ered violets. out there among the cept the husks of murdered hopes, .1
rochs If you live up to the tests ahead bitlons, and things that were once
of you. You will think me mad when joys. Here 1 have you to love, (g
I have finisLed. But | am sane, O fight for. For you cannot tell me 114
“there, in the Snowbird Lake country, | must not love you, even thoug |
is my home. | am alone. No other swear to live up to your laws of )y
white man or woman Is with me. As alry. Unless [ loved you 1 do there
my knight, the one hope of salvation would not be those laws.”
that I cling to now, you will return “Then you will do all this for n«
with me to that place—as my hus- even to the end-—when you must sucr
band. To all but ourselves we shall. fice .Ill of lsllhﬂ; whl;h YOu have
be man gnd wife. 1 will bear your struggled, and which you have sav.(
BI(TORILS that are easy are cheap. Those only are worth having which nume -or'mp one by which you must  “Yes"

come as a result of hard fighting. Bqdm be known. And at the very end of di, ‘If that is so, then I trust you wip

in that hour of triumph when you my life and my honor. It is all i
know ‘hat you have borne me safely your keeping—all,
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k of which  Her voice broke in a sob. she
vill go off into snatched her hands from him, ang
(Continued from last week.) the forest, and with that sob still quivering on her
She approached him, and laid a hend lips she mm;g -:1“31 ran -lwirktly 10 the

3 , little tent. e did not look bac
HE was t looking but ot tell W " on his arm a8
beyond him. “in hoe face by st Riol tell you what my trouble 8. You ®.you'will ot come back” she fia- she disappeared into it, and Fhily
again the strange light of hope over, when you have helped me across |shed, 80 sently that he scarcely heard turned like one in & dream and wen

that had illumined it at the pool the abyss, then will come the great. her words. “You will die— for me— to the summit of the I,1‘\1'% o
‘It | could belleve,” she whispered, trial of all for you. I believe for all who have known you from which he lrﬂuh ook  over
tlll looking. beyond him. “if I could when I tell you that last thing which  -Good Godi” he breathed, and he the quist surface of the lske and 4
trust you, as I have read that the you must do—that you will regard me Stared over her head to where the burdred square miles of the unpeo
maidens of old trusted their knights. s a monster, and draw back. But jt "ed and gold billows of the forests ple aly 1 Ao & gt
But—it seems impossible. In those is necessary. If you fight for me, it S¢emed to melt away into the skies. e s e A e
days, centurles and centuries ago, I must be in the dark. You will ot CHAPTER IV feuree  OF Rib.1t1e an SaEiEe s 8
Euess, womanhood was next to—God, know why you are doing the things { Thus they stood for many seconds. ,..crer.strokes of & Dpainter ‘™l B
Men fought for ir, and died for it, to @sk you to do You may guess, but Never for an instant did. her eyes have changed the tones of a ._“H“‘__‘

keep It pure and holy. If you had You would not guess the truth if you leave his face, and Philip looked A

’ 2 epic. It did not take reason or though
s 10 me i u would have lived a thousand years. -Your one re- siraight over her head into that dis. <0 ,‘mp,';m,d,,,., St upes ko, 1. ook
levelled your lance and fought for me Ward will be the knowledge that you tant radiance of the forest mountains, & knowledge that engulfed him over
without asking a question, without bave fought for a woman, and that you I was she whose emotions revealed whelmingly. So short a time ago that

demanding a reward L reason- even now he could not guite compre

ing whether 1 wrong— hend it all, he was alone out on the
and all because | was a woman. Now lake, thinking of the story of the First
it is different. You are a part of Woman that Jasper had told him dowy

civilization, and If you should do all
that I might ask of you it would be
because you have a price in view. 1
know. I have looked into you. I un
derstand. That price would be—me!”

She looked at him now, her breast
throbbing, almost a sob in her quiver-

at Fond du Lac. Since then he had
passed through a lifetime. Wha! had
happened might well have covercd the
space of months—or of years. He
had met a woman, and like the wam
sunshine she had become instanily g
part of his soul, flooding him wiy

ing voice, defying him to deny the those emotions which make life heay
truth of her words tiful. That he had told her of this

“You have struck home” he said, love as calmly as if she had known of
and his voice sounded strange to him- it slumbering within his breast for
self. “And I am not sorry. I am glad years seemed to him to be neither yp

real nor remarkable.

He turned his face back to the tenl,
but there was no movement ther. He
knew that there—alone—the girl way

hat you have scen—and understand

seems almost indecent for me to
tell you this, When I have known you
for such a short time But 1 have

known you for years—in my hope and recovering from the tremendous straly
dreams. For you I.would go to the under which she had been fighting
end of the world. And I can do what He sat down, facing the lake. For
other men bave done, centuries ago. the first time his nwn\lnl facultics be
They called them knights. You may gan to adjust themselves and bis
call e & man!” The Town of 8ir oe in the heart of the frult district. blood to flow less heatedly through

his veins. For the first time, too, the
magnitude of his promise—of what b
had undertaken—began to impres
ftselfl upon him. He had thought that
‘n asking him to fight for her she nad
spoken with the physical definition of
that word in mind. But at the outsel
she had plunged him into wystery, I
she had asked him to draw the aute

At his words she rose from whoare

ghe hud been sitting. She faced the have saved her. Now, do you want to themselves now. The blood came and
radiant walls of the forests that rolled help me? went in her cheeks. The soft lace at
billow upon billow in the distance, and “lI can’t understand,” he gasped. her throat rose and fell awiftly. In
the sun lighted up her crown of hair “But—yes—I would still accept the in- her eyes and face there was a thing
in a glory. One hand still elung to evitable. I have promised you that I which she had not dared to reveal to
her breast. She was breathing oven will do as you have dreamed that him before—a prayerful, pleading
mnrd(- uull.l\ly. a;‘ndkvlw mlnsh had dnlﬁp— knights of old have done. To leave anxiety that was almost ready fo
ened in her cheek until it was ¢ you now would be"—he turned his break into tears.

the tender strain of the crushed bak- head with a gesture of hopelessness— Watie 8 2 KiSe_2nd M) Into betlh
lm’eﬂh" I')nlhu Ildnw and ".lmdk beside “an empty world forever. I have told mﬁ:xvialntn ‘:‘r:- ".‘.’3-.5&"&' u‘:a .:.on:!’:?' ;.“v: .bodnon"n ‘o h-‘:d“ni‘leh.h:iml”xdml:
her. His shoulders were bac itc you now. But you could not under. r v
looked where she looked, and us he stand and believe unless I did. ! love ?:m;‘m:u:,;? l::oN::!dh.m. nl:'h;; e‘h';_m:::“d'::.uh“ B‘:i::' ‘\'\':"
guzed upon the red and _x-nm tillows you.” stared over her head with that could it mean? Bhr::::d In n ‘,“
of forest that melted away against the He spoke so quietly and with as lit- strange white look, as if the things hound by h ho e
distant sky he felt a new and glorious tle passion in his voice as it he were she had said had raised a mountain s A o B s ol
fire throbbing in his veins. From the speaking the words from a book. But between them. She could feel the B0 SF0et 47 Shocvee NeE e, bo
forests their eyes turned—and mel. their very quietness made them €on- throb of his arm on which her hand t :m;:wny ‘h'er back to her home
He held out his hand And slowly her vincing. She started and the colar rested. All at onoe her calm had do: e or husband! And aftor thai-o
own hand fluttered at her breast. and left her face. Then It roturned, lood- serted her. She had never known & boreq emn a0 80 ey

was given to him. ing her cheeks with a feverish glow. man like this, had never expected to

“I am quite sure that T understand “In that is the danger” she sald know one; and In her face there ::: :‘:.‘;’: m‘;. "l:r:lm:gi;‘;l'l\":: 1:'.‘.;:&:
you now,” be said, and his voice was quickly. “But you have spoken the shone the gentle loveliness of a8 wo- He smiled, and slowly his eyes sea You Need this
the low, steady, fighting voice of the words as I would have had you speak man whose soul and not her voice ned the lake. He was already begis mu
man new-born. “I will be your kuight, them. It is this danger that must bo was pleading a great cause. It was ning to nu' to my

s you have read of the knighis of old. buried—deep—deep. And you will pleading for herself, And then he

lmll urge no reward that is not freely bury it. You will urge no questions looked down. not unvell if he lived a thousand y
Biw

Now—will you let me help that I do not wish to answer. You “ » !
yo will fight for me, blindly, knowing only p.:dm ﬂ:.‘: {:.—l‘;’:ﬂ "::uvvul. “Dut“ho“oould BT RUER shog
For a moment she allowed him to that what I ask you to do I8 not sin: ~ “Yeg, 1 want to go,” he replied, and (c«num next week.)
hold her hand. Then she gently with. ful nor wrong. And In the end——" g two hands took Im and held them
drew it and stepped back from him. She hesitated. Her face had grown close to his breast, that she felt A well 'llll“ day 18 & pucce

“You must first understand before as tense as his own. lbc excited tlmbbluof his heart. “1 A convenient memo pad
you offer yourself,” she said. “I can-  “And In the end,” she ant 1o go you go. Per in planning the work.




