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Cbt Dcelil n PremyierUi the gambling evil.
In view of the large sums of money 

voted at the laat aeaslon of Parlia­
ment, nt .withstanding a falling rev­
enue, It may well lie asked whether we 
In Canada are not fast drifting Into a 
dangerous laxity of expenditure. Tlie 
country has been so prosperous and 
there has been so much money coming 
In, that we as a body corporate have 
acquired habits of sp- .«ding without 
realising that there Is a limit beyond 
which prudence would not have us go. 
DaxkIihI by the success of the Can­
adian Pacific railway, we undertook 
the building of the Grand Trunk Paci­
fic, without stopping to consider that 
the conditions are somewhat efferent, 
and now we discover that It Is go­
ing to cost a great deal more than 
was at first estimated. We have to 
become bankers for the company, and. 
first borrowing, have to lend them 
110,000,000. which. If left to themselves 
they would have had difficulty In ob­
taining. And this Is probably only 
the first of a number of such transac­
tions lie fore the railway Is completed. 
We have great faith In the future of 
the West, and feel confident there 
will be traffic for several transcon­
tinental railways; but It Is a serious 
matter If the providing of avenues of 
traffic Is going to Involve us In debt

With the arrival of race week In To­
ronto the attendant evil of betting Is 
brought prominently Ik*fore the peo­
ple of that city, and the newspapers 
and pulpit have a good deal to say 
about It. The present law Is an 
anomaly. It draws very fine distinc­
tions. For Instance, It permits 
l«citing during the progress of a race 
meeting on a race course provided the 
bookmakers keep moving while accept­
ing beta. At the same time, at an­
other place In the eame city another 
bookmaker may be prosecuted for tak­
ing beta on tho same horses. This
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It would puxxle a very > l»e 
head to define the difference of ’uoral 
culpability In the two cases, but \.hen 
the bill respecting such offences was 
passing through ;tarllament the In­
fluence of Jocky clubs and other racing 
organisations was powerful enough to 
have a clause Introduced allowing that 
on heir property, which was declared
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wrong so won ns the boundary line 
was crossed. If iieople want to bet 
they will do so, and It seems as If It 
Is Inseparable from horse racing and 
other sport. Even ladles of good posi­
tion Indulge In It. But If other vicesOttawa, NVhunkhdat, June 2, 19U9.
to which people are prone can be sup­
pressed, why not this? It is not at all 
creditable to us as a nation that such 
a vice should be permissible In one 
place and not In another. The law 
should treat all alike.

to such an extent that it will be n 
burden.

The Wlimt|>eg Free Press of Saturday 
makes mentions of the serious Illness 
of Mrs. DuVal—stating. In fact, t',at 
her vase was considered quite critical. 
Keen sympathy will lie felt for Dr. 
DuVal, the retiring moderator, who 
was to have presided and preached at 
the opening of the General Assembly 
nt Hamilton Wednesday evening.

Then there are other public 
enterprises demanding attention, such
as tho Georgian Bay Canal, the Hudson 
Bay Hallway, and the new Welland 
Canal.

The police do 
what they can, but they are badly 
handlcapiicd. To be effective, those 
w ho l«et should be liable to punishment 
ns well as the bookmakers. And It 
should be Just as Illegal to make a bet

Though these enterprises are 
held In obeyance In the meantime they 
will force themselves forward and re­
quire attention before long.

The Mother Country, too, Is spending 
money at a rapid rate. The Chancel­
lor of the Exchequer finds It neces­
sary to provide for an Increase in the 
revenue equal In amount to the whole 
expenditure of Canada, and though 
England le wealthy, there le an out­
cry over the Increased taxation neces­
sary to raise this amount—required for 
the building of more Dreadnoughts and 
to pay old age pensions, neither of 
which are investments which will 
bring any return. There are those 
who foresee an end of free trade prin­
ciples In Great Britain, and the impos­
ition of a tariff for revenue. Such a 
step would cause a great outcry and 
probably prove disastrous to any gov­
ernment constrained to resort to II 
Debt is u bud thing, and though na­
ttons may contract It to develop their 
.esourves and to provide transportation 
means for defence, etc., they should 
not leave too large an amount as a 
burden for posterity.

on a race course as In the back room 
of a cigar shop.The License C •mmissioner* of the 

Temi.-kaming District have acted » ae'.y 
in refusing to renew four of the licenses 
which had been in furoe in the district. 
It seems that the reason for this action 
is that some of these hotels hive been 
really owned by persons living in To­
ronto and elsewhere, and that the hotel 
was simply iuu by a manager. Any line 
of action that tends to limit the 
of temptation in the new north country 
must be productive of good.

NOT A FINALITY.

The one thing made clear beyond all 
iKisalhle doubt by the present Local 
Option agitation la that public opinion 
hua undergone an entire revolution on 
the temperance question within the 
past two years, we might almost say 
months. Whatever may be said about 
the merits or demerits of the Act It Is 
now abundantly evident that the peo­
ple want prohibition, or at all events 
want tho liquor traffic kept thoroughly 
under by the strong arm of the law. 
We have no idea that the great body 
of the people are wedded to any par­
ticular low or any particular method 
of working. They support Local Option 
because, all things considered, It Is the 
best thing they at present have. No 
sensible temperance man looks upon It 
as a finality. The great thing In the 
present crisis Is the undeniable fact

The English language is gradually 
asserting itself as the medium of com­
merce, uot only between nation» but 
alao among the people of the >auie ua 
lion. The Lulled blate# Vice consul at 
Chefoo reporta that the Chinese there 
are showing unusual seal in 
a knowledge of Eugluth. In the Imperial 
College, whye French and Japanese 

ive held the tirât place, they are being 
relegated to a position below that of 
English. This must help the mission 
aries in their work.

i
acqu.ring

ha

that the people of this country want to 
get rid of whiskey. They may so de­
sire from a great variety of motives, 
they may prefer many different 
methods of bringing about the desired 
result, but the man who does not see 
plainly that the great majority of Can­
adians desire to rid their country ui 
the liquor traffic Is blind a* * bat 
There may be a slight reaction, there 
may be more than ono reaction, there 
may be cha*Kea In the methods of 
working, but the will of the people 
muet rule In the end and the traffic 
must go. And this movement against 
the traffic Is not confined to Ontario 
or Canada, but extends all over the 
North American continent and even to 
European countries.

A news dealer in Chesley ordered 38 
extra papers daily while the Kiurade 
case was going on, and sold them all. 
He ordered an equal number contain­
ing a report of the Laymen’s M «.denary 
Convention in Toronto, and did uot sell 
one. Chesley la no worse than other 
places. So long as this state of things 
lasts it is useless finding fault with the 
newspapers for devoting so much alien 
lion to reports of crimes and sensations, 
for publishers, who have to make their 

ng by what they print, 
supply the market with what It de 
manda. If the people desire newspapers 
free from objectionable sensationalism, 
let them refuse to buy " yellow 1 
nais, and a change for the bett»i 
quickly follow. This remark will 
apply to Sunday newspapers.

One of tlie saddeot cases which has 
oome before tlie criminal court for 
time is that of Hon. 1*. 11. Hoy, who 
has juet been sentenced at Montreal to 
five years in the penitentiary, for making 
false returns to the Government of tlie 
bank of St. John’s. Mr. Roy is an ex 
Speaker of the Legislative Council of 
Quebec, president of the bank, presi 
dent of the Eastern Valley Railway, and 
was candidate for the mayoralty of 
Montreal at last election. The judge 
who sentenced him was an old friend. 
Mr. Roy made an unsuccessful attempt 
to shoot himself while the trial was 
going on. This is a parallel case to 
that of McGill, of the Ontario Bank. The 
way of the transgressor is hard.

Uvi are likely to

•jour
will

--■


