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Ministers and Churches.

Our Toronto Le ter.

The visit of the Rev. Dr. Forrest of Ske's
morlie, Scotland, to Toronto, was a great pleas-
ure to those who had not yet known him. It
will be remembered that Dr, Forrest was invit d
to occupy one of the Chairs in Knox College,
but could not see his way clear to accept it.
In presenting the vote of thanks on Monday
cveiing, after Dr. Forrest had lectured in the
College Hall, Principal Caven hinted that Dr,
Forrest might yet change his mind, and that
when Knox College is ready to add one more
airto her present list, he may be induc ed to
aceept the invitation to fill it. Dr Forrest
would be heartily welcomed to Canada and to
Toronto, should he ever elect to make his home
here.

His sermons on Sunday delighted the congre-
tions to whom he preached.  In the morning he
was heard in Bloor St. Church, and in the
evening in St. Andrew's, King St. His niorn-
ing sermon dealt with the subject of the Divine
Pity.  There were some prelimmary statements
r¢arding pity, and a definition, at once clear
and brief.  There were instances of the exhibi-
tion of the Divine Pity in the history ol the
people of Israel ; but the strength of the sermon
wis given to the dawning consciousness of the
Divine Pity upon the mind of the man, and of its
etfect upon him,  All that was  best responded,
and man sought 1o become worthy of such love
asthis that was shewn towards him,

One was conscious of a difference  between
this preaching and that which dwelt upon the
utter helplessness and worthlessness  of  man.
Toere was an undertone in which we heard the
message of the hopelessness of - unaided human
eTo 1, but there was something for man to do,
and e was " not utterly repulsive in God's sight.
He was worth saving, and that which was best in
him responded 1o the appeal to rise to what was
his Lest possible.  We have not been accustom-
ed to hear this side of the  Gospel emphasized.
Henry Drummond dwelt upon it, till there were
those who declared that he taught that nothing
more was necessary than that a man should
rise to the best that was in him.  Of course
Draummond never taught that, nor does Forrest,
bt he does emphasize the great  yearning that
God has for the best possible for man, and His

onging that man shall put forth effort o realize
his best.

Special seovices have been held in the Bloor
St. Church during the past week  They will be
.continved in St. Paul’s Church next weeks  Dur-
ing the week following the College St. Congre-
wation will take them up.  These three Sessions
have met and held conference and prayer to-
wgether, and these meetings have been the result,
The first week has been most successful.  There
is no excitement, an’ outsider  who dropped in
would imagine that he had come into the usua!
weeknight prayer-meeting.  The tone of the
meeting has been deeply spiritual, appealing to
those who have entered the Kingdom rather
than to those who are yet without.  Indeed the
parpose of the meetings is to quicken spiritual
lite, so that there may be united effort and  that
all members may be induced o become  active
in Chiristian work,

The meeting together of the three congrega-
tions, and of the three Sessions, for they gathers
ed every evening for a few minutes of prayer
just before the opening of the meeting, will do
much to dovelop the desive for united effort, and
U pave the way for entering upon it.  In the
past each congregation has  been minding its
own affairs, i ity was as
unpopular as world.
E «ch congregation ke
repair. Now there are places where the fence
is down and there are paths crossing and re-
crossing.  And this is better. We are not
many Churches, but one, “nd the interest of
one congregation is  the drterest  of i's
neighbors.  We hope the time may come when
the barriers between churches shall be down,
and whon it will be one of the commonplaces of
life for two to worship together, and to work
together.

Iheee have been two inductions this week,
and 11 will e one more noxt week.  Wooeds
bridge and Knox Church received the Rev,
Malcolm MacKinnon as their minister on Tues-

day atternoon ; and Laskoo and West King re-
) Mo Lenon Looentiate, as their
Thureday e noon,  Next week

Preshytery will ect at Port Credit 10 or-
o ivand induct Mr. RO AL Lundy, as minister
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there. This clms up the nnkn pfelly well in
Tovonto Presbytery,  There.ar but two 'vican-
cies lefty . the  Chuech ol‘ the Wmﬂ l.ll
St. Mark’s, \

We see that Aylmer Bprin ace en-
tending a call to the Rev. James A. Rae of To-
ronto rumuon. but.it has not yet eome  before
tl e Presbytery of Toronto. - Arr. Rac is at pres-
ent the Myodemcr of the Presbytery. His re-
moval would mean a loss of-one of. the pest of
our preachers, but we shall not anticipate such a
loss. He has done admirable work in a very
difficult field. Such work trizs a man’s strength,
and one less able tor hard work would have
been obliged to rest before this, but we have
come to think of Mr. Rae as able to stand any
amount of hard work. The further action
of the Aylmer and Springficld people will be
awaited with much interest,

Western Ontario.

The Rev. A. McKay, or Lucknow, has been
visiting friends at Thamesford .

Rev. Mr. Dobbin and Rev. Mr. Lundy have
been preaching at Coldwater.

Hamilton Presbytery is to meet the first
Tuesday of the month after the January meet-
mng.

The induction of Rev. J. P, Falconer, B. A,,
from Nova Scotia. will take pluc at Delhi on
Nov. 25th.

A course of popular musical recitals has been
arranged for by the choir of Knox church,
Stra tord.

The ordination and induction of four addition-
al elders took place in the Central church, Galt,
last Sabbath morning.

Rev. Dr. MacKav, of Woodstock, is at pre-
sent delivering a series of addresses to his Bible
class on Sunday afternoon, and these are largely
attended

Mr. D. L. Wright, organist of the Presbyterian
Church, Orillia, goes to St. James church,
London, much to the regret of friends in the
former place.,

Rev. Dr. Smith, of Knox church, St. Cath-
erines, gave one of the McGill lectures to his
congregation on the lakes, their formation and
development.

Dr. Marion Oliver, now at home from India
on furlough, is not taking much of a rest just
now. She is addressing mrrlmgs several times
each week, her theme being mission work in
India,

Hamilton Presbytery did not consider the call
from Burlington to Rev. D. Anderson, of Mil-
verton, sufficiently signed, and so belore deal-
ing with it decided on a conference with the
congregation.

The recent tea meeting in connection with the
Egmondville church was a pronounced success.
The addresses were of 4 high order throughout ;
and the pastor, Mr. Shaw, made an excellent
chairman,

Hamilton Presbytery will overture the General
A-wmhl) , asking that body to reduce the num-
ber of its delegates, and to have a meeting of
the Assembly only once in three years instead
of every year.

The Stratford Preshytery, at its last meeting,
arranged for a series of special services wit
the bounds. The Rev. E. W. Panton, M. A,
of Stratford, is Convenor of the Committee hav-
ing the matter in charge.

Dr. Mungo Fraser, of Knox Church, Hamil-
toh, has been granted a brief addition to his
usual vacation, on account of ill-he:lth, He
goes to a sanatarium in the south. Dr. James,
a former pastor, will occupy the pulpit,

Last Sabbath the fitth anniversary of the set-
tlement of Rev. R. F. Cameron, in North East
Hope, was celebrated, the Rev. John Ross, of
Brussels, conducting the e vices. On Mon'ay
evening Mrs. Ross lectureu 1o a large audicn. ¢
on *‘John Bunyan."”

The departure of Rev Mr. and Mrs. Mc.
Kinnon from Hillsburgh for Woodbridge is
greatly regretted. A few evenings ago a num.
ber of friends invaded the manse and presented
the pastor and his wife with an address and a
beautiful silver tea service. On examination the
tea pot was found to be well lined with many
crisp bank notes. Mr. and Mrs. McKinnon
both feelingly replied to their many friends for
their kindness.  The presentation was made by
Mr. Archibald McLachlan, reeve of the town-
ship, in bebalf of the donors,

A new church, costing $5,000 and seated for

persons, has been opened at Waterdown.

ev. A. MacWilliam, of Wentworth church,

Hamilton, conducted the dedicatory services in
the p! of large congregati

At the last meeting of Hamilton Presbytery
appreciation of the services of Rev. Dr, Abra-
ham, tormerly of Burlington, and Mr., Robeit
Laurie, an elder in knox Church, St. Catharines,
for forty years, was noted in the minutes.

Rev. Alexander McMillan, of St. och's
church, Toronto, has been lecturing in the Mac-
nab street church on *“The Scottish Highlands
of Sir Walter Scott.”  Rev. Dr Fletcher was
in the chair. The audience was large. and the
interesting subject was skillfully handled,

The call from Balfour Street church, Brant

“ford, to Rev. P. W. Currie, has been sustained *

and his induction was fixed for the 25th insta ¥
Moderator Rev. D. Y. Ross will preside ; Rev.
Mr. Brown, of Tilsonburg, will preach ; Rev,
Mr. Scott, of Bramtford, will give the churgc,
and Rev. Mr. Martin will address the congregi«
tion.

The Guelph Mercury makes mention of a
remarkably searching sermon preached in Knox
church there by Rev. Dr. MacTavish, of Toroi«
o, on the “*Rich Young Man.” Dr. MacTavish
conducted services all last week in the same
place, which had for their object the deepening of
the spiritual life of the congregation.

Rev. Dr. Lyle, for so many years the respect-
ed minister of the Central church, Hamilton, is
asking his congregation 'o give him an assis-
tant, The J)nloral work of so large a church
had, he said, got practically beyond the ability
of one man to accomplish it.  The proposal is
looked upon with favour by his people.

-

A literary Society has been organized in St,
Andrew's Church, Cuelph, with the following
officers : Hon. pre Ir. W. A, McLean;
pres., Mr. John Strachan ; st vic Miss
Alice Higinbotham ; 2nd vice-pres., Mr. W, A,
Wright, B, A.; secretary, Mr. A, M. Fisher;
treasurer, Miss Lizzie Grant ; critic, Prof.
Lochead.

Rev. A. H. Kippen, of Stratford Presbytery,
has been unanimously called to Argyle, Aldbor-
ough and West Lorne. The stipend promised
is $800 with manse and four weeks holidayvs,
His induction is fixed to take place at We t
Lorne, Nov. 26 at 2 p. m; Mr. Lawrence to
preach ; Mr. Courtenay to address the minister
and Mr. Stevens the people.

The sixteenth anniversary of Erskine church,
Hamilton, was recently celebrated with no little
enthusiasm. At the Monday evening mecting
Mr. T. H. Kellar took the chair, and interesting
speeches were delivered by Rev. Dr. Dickson,
of Galt, and the pastor, Rev. R. Martin. Thre
musical part of the programme was particula y
good. Mrs. Thomas Scoular, wife of the fi. t
pastor of the congregation, was present, and
received a hearty welcome.

The eighteenth annual meeting of the W, 1,
M. S., London Preshytery, was held at Glencoe
The society was well represented from every
district, and the meetings were of a very instru
tive and helpful nature.  In the course of the
mzetings # happy event transpired in the shape
o a presentation of a life membershlp to Mrs.

1"“\"![“0“. of South London, who has been
a member for eighteen years.  Mrs. Little cead
the address. Mrs. Thompson replied briefly.
The following officers were elected : President,
Mrs. McMillan, London * i
Miss Fraser, London;
Mrs. Johnston, London ; third It
Mrs. Currie, Belmont ; fourth vice-president,
Mrs.  Wilson, Glencoe ; treasurer, Mrs, /',
Thompson, London ; corresponding  secretar
Mrs. Clark, South London. The next annu. |
meeting will be held at St. Thomas.,
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