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projected Woodcraft Dictionary, and began by collecting 
all the literature. There was much more than I ex
pected, for almost all early travellers in our Western 
Country have had something to say about this lingua 
franca of the Plains.

As the material continued to accumulate, the chapter 
grew into a Dictionary, and the work, of course, turned 
out manifold greater than was expected. The Deaf, 

School children, and various European nations, as 
well as the Indians, had large sign vocabularies need
ing consideration. With all important print on the 
subject I am fairly well conversant, besides which I have 
had large opportunities in the field and have tried to 
avail myself of them to the fullest extent, carrying my 
manuscript from one Indian tribe to another, seeking 
out always the best sign-talkers among them, collecting 
and revising, aiming to add all the best signs in use to 
those already on record.
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The following are the chief printed works on Sign 
Language:

1823. The Indian Language of Signs by Major 
Stephen H. Long, published in his Expedition to the 
Rocky Mts., 1823, Vol. I, pp. 378-394. Gives 104 signs. 
The earliest extensive vocabulary on record.

1880. Gesture Signs and Signals of the North 
American Indians by Lieut. Col. Garrick Mallery. An 
elaborate and valuable 330 page quarto compilation 
from many contributors; published by the Bureau 
of American Ethnology of the Smithsonian Institu
tion, 1880.
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