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J Burk who owns and cultivates a large ! ye-rrs he too . charge but hr some reason 
eereage of the paternal land j he could not work satisfactorily with his

The ground t > cover is so extensive I J employer ai d threw up the i osition In 
liar.ily know whereto begin n ill make the meant me he had built a lar*e frame 
the first store an i the events connected ! store and dwelling on the bmw of the 
with it the pivotal poi..t f om which to' astern hill, on the lot now owned by Mr, 
start in G G over, on which the present

Wr, Charles Bowman who acquired the Billiard room is situated, near r W H 
proper!, on which a good portion of illiams' .. tstEn.i Mnithy He opened 
Bo* manville now st«nds was a Scotch j ? general. ouutr store and .of -uccee.i- 
man, possessing in a large deg re the ! *nR he retired, rented first lo \V m. •. ar- 
natural characteristic , of the race orom-1ren- afterwards to a »r Sat d of whom 
iuent among which are caution, foresight, j more anon. The premises were destroyed 
perse.erance at.d frugality His head hy (ve in 1845 and were a total loss with 
quarters were at Montreal. He met my I no insurance. > r Bowman had other 
father the late Kobeit Fairbairn . P.. branch stores one being at Coib irne. 
at Bert Hope He had recently arrived ' 11 r "teelt father of the weh known Mr. 
there from Scotland Pardon me if I J Clarke Steeie of To onto went about
allud ■ slightlv to my alherandh scarcer. 
He was born near Dunce in Berwick­
shire went at an early age to learn the 
drv goods business with a brother in 
Haddington. After serving his apprent­
iceship he started in business on his own 
account et Pennycouick where a large 
number of french prisoners taken in the 
Napo eoi ic wars were confined I think 
there was nr we pleasure than business in 
the nia e I know from what 1 have 
heard him say that social ife and conse­
quent "musement greatly prevailed. 
Not finding it r eting his expectations 
he moved to Forfarshire and aller a snort 
residence there he quit the busines and 
decided to try his fortunes in the New 
World as it was then known in the O d 
Countries

It is hardly credible but is a fact never 
theless, that it took three months to cross 
the Atlantic They had a drunken 
captain in charge were several times on 
the point of starvation an 1 on two occa- 
si ns were relieved by passing ve-scl« 
They at last reache l Norfolk Virgin!*, 
more dead t'>an alive.

w hat small events, apparently, have a 
controlling influence over our destiny 
Among those who came out in the same 
vessel was a wr. illiam allace of 
Edinburgh,writer of the signet -a position 
equivalent to our degre e of barrister 
He was a broth -r in law of Mr. David 
Smart of Port Hope A frienil-hip 
sprang up between them and he arcom 
panie i him to that place vr Smart at 
that time was doing a arue extensive 
business and my father went into his 
employment .Vit Bowman being in 
want of a man to come to Darlington 
held out inducements to him to under­
take the new enterprise which he w ished 
10 foster They eame to an ag cement, 
he reaching here In :S23 For seven

the same time to Co homo in a similar 
positi-n .-r Bowni.n spent a good 
deal of his time in the old country pur­
chasing supplies He had exten-ive 
means and knew how to buv to advantage.

i haye in my father's handwriting a 
statement snowing the population of 
Dar mgton in Apiu 1817. 31 adu i Bap- 
fists «mi 1Z4 under 16 ears of age;

etnodie s 4$ and 180; Pre byterian 18 
and 72; Church of England 7 and 28; 
Homan Catno ic* 10 and 40; professing 
no religion 61. T tal 666 l his reveals 
two interesting facts : first the exceeding 
y slow increr.se of the people up to that 

date; second the large n imber of child 
reu in proportion to the vhole Those 
hr dyodp'Otee s must have believed 
in the command given '10 mu tiply and 
replenish the earth." If they had li e.l 
in the present fast age the hgures would 
haie been reversed no doubt 

I am under the impression that the 
Smart failli y and Mr. Char es Bowman 
came from the same part of Scot and, the 
former hailed from Dundee Mr. George 
Smai t came to Bowmanville for tile pur­
pose of succeeding my father but he was 
on y In charge a short lime. I have not 
the slightest idea what kind of man he 
was but his life ha 1 a tragic *nd strange 
ending M hat woi derlui things occur 
ai d h w hard lo account fot! It doei; 
not require a great stretch of the imagina 
ti n to picture the heartreu ing scene of 
separation when he lelt his wife and two 
he piess children without a fathers pro 
tection and care, his own soul filled with 
high hope, and the laudable ambiii. n 
that when he reached the suppos -d El 
dorado, success would crown his efforts 
and they shou d again be reunited in 
fami y nfe. But, a as! it was not to be.

Mr George gaye a dinner party one 
evening and among those present on the


