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and the moral qualities of ^^-hich their nature partakes.
Bcfides, tne feelinpr of pride and felf complacence la
deeply rooted ih the heart, and extending its influence
over the Whole of the moral frame, leads us to form hi-h
conceptions of ourfehes, and to overlook the defers
which unqueftionably adhere to us. Even the principle
of benevolence, amiable and excellent as it is, has a ten-
denct to rti.flead us in our ertimates of human nature.
Wifliing well to the human race, the tranfition tothinkin^r
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^retched creatufe as he is fometimes repref^ntcd \\ e
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^'^ <i'''^over in him certain amiable
qualities, thefe we eafily confound with moral excellen-
cies, and thus form to ourfelves a picture pleafing andfafcmanng to the imagination. The error is increaf^d by
the hab t of viewing the world through the deceitful me-dium of our own prepoflTemons. or in the pi^ures which
fancy has conflruaed for our u\^e. Such erroneous views
6f human nature, while they afTord a momentary pleafure
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T"'"^"y produaive of the mort baneful
efletts. They tend to keep us in profound ignorance of

I'l ^^r^/^r.^^^ •'^"d confequcntly prevent us from
leeing and feeling our own wants, or from feeking to have
thetn fupplied. They nourifli the feeds of pride and vain
glory, and other difpofitions far remote from the genuine
Spirit of true religion.
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well fitted to roirea our views of humannature. In the
retirement of folitude, contemplating human life and its
affairs at a diflance, and influenced bv our own private
wiflies and feelings, we form to ourfelves the idea of abeing naturally pure in his afleaions. ele^ated in his views
and enjoying all the felicity of which be is capable. But'
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^^^ ""'"•'^ ^"^"^^ contemplate thealpea which it.iaually exhibits. Let us enter the cell

of the priloner, and tiie cottage of the poor. Let us an-
pro»c^i the conch of flcfencfs and of death, Wiih the
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