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succeeded in construing thut Charter iiibueh a way as luay be most »or

the rccuniary advantage oi" the " Proprietors. ' T.. all such usurpa-

tion of rower and abusf of privilege an end must come. The

dis:;atihfaction f^o lonu felt by the peoitlo of the west, seemed to

culminate in the movement of lu.=t year. Public oi)inion was so

ripe upon the subjoct, that the legislatun' was flooded with memc-

rials, nuniorouf'ly ei'^tied, from Huron, Perth and Middlesex, demand-

ing an investigation into thu workings of the Company, ire, &e.

And the County Councils of Perth, Huron and Bruce, representing

100.000 souls, mcmoralised tho Legislature for an abatement of the
'

evil'. The journals of the Western Counties, of all political shades,

lent their columns and able support in the same directioi.i-so that even

the lower of the Company could not counteract the tide of public

opinion. On the 8th duy of August, 180G, Mr. MacfarUne. M.P.P..

Hon John Carling, M.P.P-. and others, inr,isted in their places mthc

House that the time had now conio when it should be shown to the

country whether tho ParliaiMcnt of Canada or the Canada Company

wero the most powerful. Tho vote then laken-in which only uix

Upper Canadians were found to vote against the investigation,—

showrt clearly that not only the people, but their representatives, arc

ao longer to be trifled with on this subject. The question now remains

to be solved: Will that solemn act of the Legislature be respected'.'

Will it meet with the response it descrves,or that the people nvn- fairly

expect ? I regret to say I fear not, without the exercise of thu most

stringent measures; for during the discussion which preceded the vote,

and at the time the vote was taken, I am informed, one of the Comrais-

Bioners of the Company stood outside the Bar of the Hou.se, and when

it was over hevauntingly declared thut the Compan would never make

a return to the House.and with a display of some temper boastfully set

at defiance the memorialsof tho peoplcand their representatives in Par-

liament. It remains to be seer whether these " Proprietors" with their

few office-holders in Toronto, will bo permitted to ride " Rough-shod"

over the rights and liberties of the people of this country. Let them

take warning. Parliament has the power, and that power will be exer-

cised to enforce the making of these returns, to the most minute

particulars. The people have spoken, and they must be answered.

Let the answer be full, fair at; 1 open : then a generous and even liberal

construction will be put upon their acts. Ample time will be given

them to sell the 700,000 acres they now hold, and to wind up their

affairs in this country. But so sure as the full expression of public

opinion, and the solemn act of the Legislature last year, continues to

be disregarded, tho crushing power of Parliament will be brought to

bear upon the Company, to put a limit to their practices.


