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of the importance of this great concern. They call

on us to act upon the principles of those rrho have

not inquired into tlie subject, and to condemn those

who with the most laudable diligence have examined

and scrutinized every part of it. The deliberations

of Parliament have been broken ; the season of the

year is unfavorable ; many of us are new members,

who must be wholly unacquainted with the subject,

which lies remote from the ordinary course of general

information.

We are cautioned against an infringement of the

Constitution ; and it is impossible to know what the

secret advisers of the crown, who have driven out

the late ministers for their conduct in Parliament,

and have dissolved the late Parliament for a pretend-

ed attack upon prerogative, will consider as such an

infringement. We are not furnished with a rule,

the observance of which can make us safe fi-om the

resentment of the crown, even by an implicit obe-

dience to the dictates of the ministers who have

advised that speech; we know not how soon those

ministers may be disavowed, and how soon the mem-

bers of this House, for our very agreement with them,

may be considered as objects of his Majesty's dis-

pleasure. Until by his Majesty's goodness and wis-

dom the late example is completely done away, we

are not free.

We are well aware, in providing for the affairs of

the East, with what an adult strength of abuse, and

of vFealth and influence growing out of that abuse,

his Majesty's Commons had, in the last I'arliament,

and still have, to struggle. We are sensible that the

influence of that wealth, in a much larger degree

and measure than at any former period, may have


