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of lake Suptrior arc uKain .K>inj{ i>x|K)M'd by the stripping away of the
ovt-rlying iicries. There arc also numcrouH other loraliticit throughout
the plali-au—a* on the eaht nicle of Ilucl.ton bay', in central Labrador^,
on Hamilton inlet,* on MattaKanii river,* and at a number of points in

the reKion w<'»t of Hudtion biiy«—where flat-lying hedimentH wcur in

which no fossils have Inrn found and which are prulhMy of Pre-Cambrian
age. In these places, likewise, the ancient floor uix)n which the wdi-
ments were deposited is Ining once more laid bare by the removal of the
flat-lying, less ! distant covir.

Although, as indicated in the previous paragraph, the present

toixigra|)hy of the Laurentian plateau corresponds very closely in places

to I're-Cambrian erosion surfaces, it is probable that those surfaces

an merely rtmnants which have Ix-en preserved either (1) because the
surface of the Pre-Cambrian (H-neplain at the points where the remnants
are preserved had originally an elevation stjmewhat below the general
elevation of the peneplain; or, (2) because downwarping or downfaulting
has occurred in these localities since the late Pre-Cambrian sediments
were deposited; or (3) because the late Pre-Cambrian sediments were
originally of greater thickness or have been more resistant to erosion

in the localities where they are now found.

Pre-Palcto~otc Palceoplain.

During the late Pre-Cambrian there was a cessation of orogenic

movements throughout a large part of the Laurentian plateau—as shown
by the numerous occurrences of approximately horizontal, late Pre-

Cambrian rocks—which terminated finally in a prolonged perloti oi Ijse
levelling preceding an early Palaeozoic marine submergence. While
the geological record is too incomplete for positive conclusions with
regard to the extent of this Pre Palaeozoic base level, yet the following

data and inferences therefrom indicate that the whole plateau was
probably reduced to a peneplain condition at that time.

Palaeozoic sediments, which overlap the Pre-Cambrian along the

margin of the plateau and in the interior basin of Hudson bay, rest

on a surface which has all the characteristics of a well-developed pene-
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