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For th« Mcond tpray um limo lulphur, lummer itrength, about 1.009 ip«cifio

gnvity, or slightly we«k'.<r, after the winter buds have bunt and lent forth the

bloaaom unoptntd. but before the petaU have expanded. (The winter pear bud

contain! Kveral bloMo.ni which grow out to tomo length, each on a tingle petiole

before the blouom opens). Add to thii apray 2Vii ^^- o^ l<!<t<l aricnato paste for

each forty gallons of mixture. This spray is for both scab and worm control.

Tho third spray must be applied as soon as the petals of tho blossoms have

fallen, and before the calyces have closed. Use the same mixture, with the same

addition of arsenate of lead as for the second spray. The lime-sulphur may, how-

ever, be made a little weaker, as low as 1.007 to 1.008 speciflc gravity.

A fourth spray, a duplicate of the third spray, may be used from ten to four-

teen days later if coiiiidered adviitable for the more complete control of worms and

•cab.

For special sprays fur special outbreaks of any pest, see under th<) beau of

Insect'* and Diseases.
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Each pear bud produces from five to eight blossoms. When blix)m is heavy,

or medium heavy, it is not necessary for more than one or two blossoms, usually,

only one, to set fruit on each spur in order to produce a heavy crop of medium to

largo size fruit oi good quality.

A few varieties of pears, including the Duchesa of Angoultme and Bosc, two

of the leading varieties, are believed to be aa nearly as can be judged from the

small amount of work done on them, largely self-fertile. At the same time, more

fruit 18 apparently set when intercrossed, or crossed with some other variety. It

is » fairly safe rule 'o say that crosses are more likely to set and remain on the

tree than fruit produced by self-fertilization, or pollen from another tree of the

same variety.

Experiments also ii 'licate that of the remaining best known varieties, includ-

ing Anjou, Bartlett, Boussock, Clairgeau, Clapp, Lawrence and Winter Nelis, that

self sterility is the rule. Seckel and Kieffer are apparently partly self-fertile. Also

in the face of experimental evid nee that seems to point to the contrary, many large

L'ocks of varieties, principally of Bartletts, set heavy crops of fruit fairly regularly.

How much better they would do if interplanted with Anjou or Duchess can only be

supposed or guessed, but it is reasonable to expect that the quantity would be

materially increased.

Another factor that apparently must not be lost sight of in securing a heavy

set of fruit is the general health and vigor of the tree. Experimental testing and

observation both point to the fact that a vigorously growing tree sets a larger per-

centage uf blossoms than the tree lacking in vitality.

Other points such as weather conditions and dates of bloominjr are also

important factors in determining ih.. c^t of fruit. These, however, need not be dis-

cussed here as the statements are general, and have been used very often in connec-

tion with other fruits.

One other point that might be emphasized is the value of the insects and the

bees. Experiments again point to the fact that very often blossoms are pollinated

by the wind, and that the major portion that are not automatically self-pollinated

are pollinated by insects. The insects also distribute the blight infection, and


