
CHAr'TKK XXI.

DISEASES OF THE HORSE

311 Diagnosis Only those .liseast-s likely to be of interestu tlie l.ree, er w,ll be .bscnssed in this chapter. If one has ahousand .Inllars ur ni.re mvested in a stallion, he can illy affordto et hnn die. i! there is any way known of saving his life It

m..k."'-')r'
'" ' ".' ''"'*^' investment in a sinf,de individual thatniakcb the usual h.,nie treatment unproiitable in a .erv lartre ner

cent, ot cases. It >s in diaKuosing a case one hnds the greatest
d.tru-ulty. F..yen mt cohc an<! other diseases of the digestiveorgans, „uv often meets with great difVicultv in learning the reiltrouble I.ecause ol this, if it is possible to obtain the services
ot a vetennariau. it will pr(,ve a good .nvestment to do so Some'-times a v.teriiianau can not be had. and under such circum-
stances one should .1,, the best he can. In diagnosing the ail-ments ol .-. horse one need expect but little of breeders, when
>t IS remembered that this is the one great and most uncertain
task ot veterinarians.

312. Colic in the horse occurs in various forms. Kniroree-
inent colic, obstruction colic, flatulent, or wind colic spasriK.dic
or cramp colic, and worm colic are the most cummtm forms If
a horse evinces abd.,mina.

; ^n he is likelv to be put down as
suttenng with colic, even u'..n the ditTicultV mav be an internal
hernia, overloading the stomach, or even a bladder or live
rouble. Inguinal hernia is likewise often mistaken for colic
hence one can see the absurdity of advising treatment at bmg
range. It the horse is a valuable animal, no time should be lost
in placing h.m in the care of a veterinarian. The more valuable
the horse the greater the need of this.

313. Engorgement Colic is in.luced bv overloading the stoni-
acii with !o(,<l. The horse may either be overfed, or else the
.stomarh as a result of S(mie cause mav have failed'to digest the
food and passed it backward into the intestines. Greedv eaters
are mc.st predisj.osed t.. this disease. The one svmptoni likelv t..
result in a correct diagnosis of this <lis,.ase is attempts at vomit-
ing. 1 he movements are shown bv labored breathing, upturned
upper lip. contraction of the Hank, active moti..n at the throat
drawing m of the nose toward the breast, causing high arching
ot the neck. I<oll,,wing retching, gas mav escape from the mouth
.ind this may be followed by a sour froth and s.^me stomach
contents. 1 he horse cannot vomit e.xcepi when the stomach is
violently stretched. If the accumulation of food or gas is great
enough to stretch the stomach so that vomiting is possible it
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