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EXCALIBUR

Why bother?

All the hurray-type articles in this
edition of Excalibur and the ra-ra
atmosphere of orientation week are
designed for one important purpose
— to make York swing.

This campaign of welcome, and
welcome back again, is to get peo-
ple excited and interested in the
challenge of this year.

But there is something else, a
question that should be asked now.

We've been so complacent as a
fledgling campus for the past few
years that the question hasn’t been
raised very often.

What exactly are we doing here?

Are we being molded, shaped,
developed?

Two weeks ago in Guelph, dele-
gates to the Canadian Union of Stu-

dents’ conference pledged them-
selves to ‘‘struggle not only against
imperialism but also against the
capitalist, corporate organization of
society,” charging that these were
obstacles to Canadian self-determi-
nation.

After the example of students
around the world, they called for
student control at all levels of uni-
versity decision-making.

Last month at the Democratic
American convention in Chicago,
American university students dem-
onstrated for their beliefs in the
face of Mayor Richard Daley’s less-
than-subtle opposition.

Early this summer French uni-
versity students barricaded the
streets of Paris, caused a general
strike and forced an election in a
fight to reform their universities.

Six weeks before his own assassi-
nation June 5, at the funeral of Mar-
tin Luther King, the late Robert
Kennedy said:

‘At this difficult time, at this dif-
ficult moment in our history, we
should perhaps ask ourselves what
kind of a nation we are, and in what
direction we are headed.”

It is time for this university to
decide in which direction it is head-
ed.

There is more of a challenge here
than just ‘“‘a year’.

Or maybe just processed?

This picture is probably not very funny to you, but you may as well
learn to like it. This kind of humour, mostly about pubs, booze, the
L.C.B.O., beer, getting sloshed, and undercover drinking, provides
most of the jokes for the senior students and the smaller college

weeklies.

We hope you send LETTERS

Signed articles from all students, and other people

with grievances or opinions, are welcome. Space will

Dear Sir,

I know letters to the editor
have to be important, but I have
a serious psychological problem
and I need help. I have a serious
college complex, and I need psy-
chological help. I am registered
in Founders, eat my meals in
Vanier, my best friend is in Win-
ters, and I like McLaughlin the
best. What should I do?

Adam Apple

F(IV)

Editor’s note: We don’t know.
Are you really serious?

be supplied to print as many letters as possible.

cHNAI'TVIXAH
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Excalibur is the student newspaper for the entire university.
We need help of all kinds, and a large student newspaper is lots
of fun to work on. So maybe we can get together. Writing, pho-
tos, layout, TYPING, and just plain being around here and smil-
ing — there’s lots to do. Leave your name at registration, or
come into our temporary office in the basement of Founders
college, room 019A. Also graphic artists.

CUS conference

The following story is a sum-
mary of the events at and resolu-
tions passed by the Canadian Un-
ion of Students at its congress in
Guelph two weeks ago.

Quebec self-determination,
maintained the delegates, is not
the same thing as separatism.

The congress acclaimed presi-
dent-elect Martin Loney, 24, who
told the union of his plans to
build it into a mass movement
for Canadian students — the only
way, he said, that students can
“‘effect real change in the univer-
sity.”

‘“‘Student power is our constitu-
ency,” said Loney, ‘“‘but we can
never forget our wider constitu-
ency is the world.

““At the moment North Ameri-
can education is irrelevant to
world problems. We must make
it relevant to the problems of all
people.”’

In a mass of minor resolutions,
CUS urged the legalization of
marijauna, condemnation of the
Russian invasion of Czechoslova-
kia and approval of the lowering
of the majority age to 18.

The Canadian Union of Stu-

dents began with the problems of
Canadian universities and ended
with an attack on society as a
whole at its 1968 congress in

condemns VietNam war

Guelph two weeks ago.

The delegates to the congress
— York had seven — passed a
policy statement charging ‘‘Cana-

dian society is not self-deter-
mined; our cultural, political and
economic lives are dominated by
giant American corporations.”’

Excalibur

editor in chief

assistant editor
managing editor
associate editors

news
assistant news
features
entertainment
sports

photo

layout

copy desk

ross howard
mike snook

rolly stroeter

grant carter, don mckay

linda bohnen

dave cooper, kandy biggs
frank liebeck

david mccaughna

arnim pitt

howard tewsley, alan lamb
bob elgie, richard levine
gale campbell

excalibur was founded in 1966 and is published by the students of
york university. opinions expressed do not necessarily represent
those of the student councils or the university administration. excal-
ibur is a member of canadian university press. circulation 7000.

temporary office: 019A, founders college, york university, downs-

view, ontario.

Let us give thanks to ...

shall I name names? Elgie, Tewsley, and Lie-

beck flake out over page four. A dedicated few survive to completion, reward-
ed with dinner at Excaliburble’s expense. K. Biggs, G. Carter, L. Bohnen, G.
Campbell, and Simple Simon. A marathon 12 hours. Words fail to tell what
the mind thinks. The prophet speaks: what certain people don't know won't
hurt them. Destroy he who writes this. That won’t be easy.

The issue was fundamental,
said the statement, because
‘“‘self-determination in education
will be possible only in a society
which is self-determined.”

The delegates pledged them-
selves to fighting for a ‘‘demo-
cratic, non-exploitive society’’,
“non-exploitive™ largely being a
euphemism for socialist.

After three days of discussion,
CUS passed a resolution advocat-
ing student control at all levels
of university decision making.

It recommended the abolition
of university Boards of Gover-
nors, suggesting they be replaced
either with parallel student and
faculty bodies that would meet
separately but would both ratify
legislation, or a reconstituted
senate with equal representation
from faculty and students.

The delegates also came out
three to one behind a statement
condemning the U.S. war efforts
in Viet Nam and endorsing the
Vietnamese National Liberation
Front in its ‘‘struggle for nation-
al liberation."”

Returning to the home front,
they passed a motion attacking
English Canada's exploitation of
the French community. The mo-
tion calls on the citizens of Que-
bec to decide whether or not to
establish a ‘‘bi-national”” govern-
ment with English Canada.




