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Prestige Concert Series begins at the Birmingham Bar & Grill

Trying to keep up with Oliver Jones
anything against the new music that’s and without the Dalhousies and the 
happening,” he continues, “but I’d like Acadias and the Saint FX’s this really 
our young people to get an equal op- would he a void. It’s too important to 
portunity to listen to as much jazz as us.” 
they can. At least get the opportunity 
to hear it live. This is what this music decided to come clean with him. Out

side the big names, like Holliday, like 
It’s right about then that this attrac- Davis, like Parker, I had a slim educa

tive blonde comes up to our table, all tion in this music. I asked him what I
smiles and perfect teeth, telling him should do to broaden my scope of 
that he had made a lousy day a much knowledge, and his advice turned out 
more tolerable one when she heard to be common sense.

“The thing about it is listen. The

by Leslie J Furlong ii

I*On this past Friday and Saturday 
the Halifax jazz community was treated 
to performances by celebrated pianist 
Oliver Jones. This marked the begin
ning of the Birmingham Bar and Grill’s 
Prestige Concert series, which is prom
ising to showcase top performers in the 
jazz field on a regular schedule, hope

fully bringing a love for jazz to a wider 
audience.
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As our discussion came to an end, IiI
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him play. He returns the smile and 
thanks her. This event repeats itself word jazz consists of so many styles of 
throughout the interview with a music. All the pop music we hear ex
number of different people, and each tends from the jazz idiom. There are so

many different things to pick from so 
When she leaves, Oliver contin- try never to limit yourself and say you 
“I just hope that things work out so only like this kind of thing. There is a 

that places like Halifax, Ottawa, the wide spectrum of styles out there. With 
smaller cities, will be able to afford one the more you listen to, you will acquire 
or two jazz clubs, ‘cause that’s where a taste for it and it goes on and on and 
you really learn. You can study all you it never stops. The music only gets 
want, but if you can’t get out there and better.” 
play, then you are really fighting an 
uphill battle.”

This talk of training and playing 
and education eventually gravitates to 
the threatened performing arts pro
grams at Dalhousie. Jones, a professor , . . -j
at both Laurentian and McGill, shakes mteiVieWS With: 

his head. “It was quite a shock when I —
heard that Dalhousie may close their vlROOVE I .A MA 

Music Department. It would be prob
ably one of the biggest tragedies in the I—f a n j~>C|-4TP
academic world because in this area we * X kA)l

plus reviews...
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Oliver Jones
The Birmingham Bar and Qrill
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time he smiles.

Despite the impressive list of Mr. 
Jones’ awards and accolades that filled 
out the press release, I must admit near
total ignorance of his achievements, as 
well as his music, before having read it. 
Despite this, or perhaps even because 
of it, I found myself being drawn into 
the music that he created along with 
the rhythm support of locals Skip 
Beckwith on the big bass and the infec
tious drumming of Anhil Sharma. 
Though billed as backup for Oliver, 
both Beckwith and Sharma drew praise 
from the crowd at a level almost equal 
to the headliner himself. Their collec
tive sound was the sound of excite
ment, of dancing on the edge of some 
sharpdrop, never stumbling, neverfall-
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ing over.
“Here in Canada, we don’t always 

have the amount of venues that we Since Pepe’s stopped we haven’t had a 
need,” Oliver explains to me after Fri- regular jazz club, which is very much 
day’s second show. Between the ques- needed.” 
tions that I ask him he takes sips from

DalPhoto: Michael Graham
need a lot a help. The arts are a very 
important part of a student’s growth,

I agree with him, all the while find- 
his red drink. I don’t know what it is. ing it ironic that the much-hyped Hab
it’s just red. “In Halifax I’m very happy fax music scene only seems to include 
to see we have one club that’s working, bands with amplifiers. “I’m not saying
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Wed Dec 1 • Rebecca Cohn Theatre
H f, 1
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SARAH '

HALLOWE’EN
Saturday, October 30th 9pm-3am 

$5 Members $8 Non-Members 
Tickets on sale now.
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bums ROCKY HORROR 
PICTURE SHOW
Thurs. Oct. 21 
10:00 pm
$2 Members IF'- '•—Cttcw

2112 Gottingen Street for Members & Guests $4 Non-Members
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