DALHOUSIE GAZETTE

November 23, 1945

America’s Oldest Student Publication

For more than 76 years devoted to the interests of the student body.

Staff

Editor .............. Bill Mingo
Business Manager ..Bob McCleave
Assgociate editors:
News!) et o Blair Dunlop
Don Harris
Sports V... Alec Farquhar
Features . . ..oaves .Al Lomas
Literary ....... Morton Norman
Photography Don Morrison

Cartoons—Bob Tuck.
Circulation—Nita Sideris
Mary Farquhar

The Teaching of Languag&

® I[N THE municipal schools in Nova Scotia
it is customary for the student to begin the
study of French and Latin in the seventh and
eighth grades respectively. It is also cus-
tomary for him, when matriculating after five
and four years of work in each language, to
have the slighest command of neither,—not
sufficient of French to ask for a piece of bread
and butter in the tongue, nor of Latin to com-
prehend and appreciate the simplest classical
author. It is indeed unusual if he have these
attainments upon graduating with a college
degree.

Though French is the native tongue of
twenty-four percent of the population of
Canada, we in Nova Scotia have not yet seen
fit to employ teachers capable of speaking the
anguage. Aund classes undet such teachers
have three strikes on them from the beginning.

The prime function on the part of a modern
language is self-expression on the part of the
individual, first in speech, and then in writing.
But if this end is not obtained, then nothing
is obtained, and it be far better to eliminate
the course entirely.

To judge from local practice, we consider
the study of French to consist of the acquir-
ing, parrot-fashion, of a lengthy collection of
words, together with the assimulation, though
seldom the application, of a complicated system
of grammar rules, not excluding all their
numerous exceptions. To us it has always
been more important to know where to put the
accent, than to know how to use it. “Success-
ful linguists” cram a vast amount of this sort

of knowledge the eve of examinations, and

then promptly proceed to forget it. And who
can blame them. The task compares favorably
with that of memorizing a 1908 table of life
insurance rates, and is about as useful.

The same is true for Latin, though here,
of course, the language being dead, no em-
phasis is placed upon speech. The original
purpose for studying Latin has always been
to enable us to peruse the literature and appre-
ciate the culture of the great civilization—in
some respects greater than our own — that
existed around the Mediterranean prior to the
collapse of the Roman Empire. Or again,
gsince much of English has been derived,
directly or indirectly, from Latin, familiarity
with the grammar structure of that language
invariable makes one more conscious of the
structure of English.

To discover to what degree our teaching
system defeats these purposes, it is necessary
merely to request some student to turn a
passage of English into Latin, or to question
him on the life and ideas of Ovid after he has
just submitted an examination paper full of
memorized, crib-prepared translations of that
poet’s works. Latin literature should be
taught as is English literature: not frequently
is it taught at all.

If steps are not taken to remedy this
wretched situation we shall lose the advan-
tages of classical culture in much the same
way as Tutonic barbarians lost it in the fifth
zand sixth centuries. As for the teaching of
modern languages, the defect here is too grave
an insult to an intelligent, healthy and pro-
gressive society to remain long unrectified.

LETTERS o the &ditor

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

® LETTERS to the Editor should
be short, concise, and to the point;
else they run the risk of being cut
down to the degree where they lose
their meaning. Under ordinary
circumstances they should not ex-
ceed 200 words, Ed.

In Repy to Mr. Lovelace

® YOUR CORRESPONDENT, Mr.
Lovelace, in last week’s issue of
the Gazette, regrets the fact that
“people who wish to display their
literary genius” fail to choose sub-
jeets on which they might write
with some degree of authority.
Obviously Mr. Lovelace considers
himself an authority. (The fact
he has displayed any literary
wenius is perhaps rather doubtful.
His letter is, indeed, the most ap-
palling example I have ever seen
of confused and muddled thinking.)

For the sake of argument, we'll
assume that Mpr, Lovelace is an
authority—at least on Shinto-ism.
However, I quite fail to see—and
1 have read Mr. Tovelace's letter
at least seventeen times—just what
the connexion is between Shinto-
ism, the Order of the Black
Dragon, the moral assessment of
war atrocities, and the Japanese-
Canadian question!

From the most involved discus-
sion of Shinto-ism, Mr., Lovelace
moves to the rather startling con-
clusion that the action of our
government has been democratic!
(There may be a connexion, of
course, but I'm sorry I don’t see
it.) Secondly, from a still more
involved discussion of the relati-
vity of morals, Mr. Lovelace con-
clades that the action of our
government has not been “degrad-
ing”. (Comparatively speaking, of
eourse, he is right. Morally, how-
ever, I don’t see the distinction.)

Frankly, it seems to me that
eople who wish to display their
literary genius might submit an
article or two to the Literary
Editor, which would, perhaps, be
more to the purpose. Between such
endeavours, 1 might suggest one'’s
reading a book on the art of clear
thinking. and a special university
eourse on racial and relizious toler-

ance.
L. MORTON NORMAN.

Ed. More letters replying to Mr.
Lovelace have heen received, but
space does not permit their publi-
cation this week.

Degree Students and
Intercollegiate Sports

® ... WHY IS IT that a student,
because he has a degree, regardless
of whether he has played any
varsity sport, be deprived of the
chance to compete in it?

There are many students who
come to Dalhousie with a degree,
but have never participated in an
Intercollegiate sport before, who
feel that they would like to try out
for the team now. Some have ob-
tained their degree in three years
and so lose out on a year of inter-
collegiate competition. On the
other hand, some students take
over four degrees to obtain their
degree, and so they are permitted
to play on until they receive it.
Is this famr . . .07

Many of our returned service
men especially would like a chance
after many years away from the
game.

Dalhousie loses out while the
other colleges benefit. It is not
right and something should be done
about it. The solution is obvious
... Only a student who has played
in intercollegiate sport for four
years should be ineligible for fur-
ther competition in that particular

sport alone . . .
EDDIE ROGERS.
Ed... This ruling was leveled at
Dalhousie by the other colleges in
the Maritimes who do not possess
professional faeculties, and as long
as they are in the majority, there
is no prospect of the M.LA.U.
changing it. They do not want us
to use persons like Mr. Rogers on
our intercollegiate basketball team
this winter.

Dominion-Provincial
Relations

The forthcoming Dominion-Pro-
vincial Conference will be watched
by us all with great interest. Those
who were all too ready to upbraid
Messrs. Hepburn, Pattullo and
Aberhart now have that problem
wiped out. Will suecess be any
more probable?

Mr. Low has been enraged be-
cause his party was not represented
at the San Francisco Conference.
Have Alberta's feelings changed
since Rowell Sirois days?

Col. Drew's long feud with the
present Prime Minister on Domin-
ion-Provincial relationships is only
too well known. How can we ex-

CAMPUS
CLIPPINGS

by AL LOMAS

® THIS IS the period of lasts—the
last dances, last shows, last foot-
ball games,—and of first too, name-
ly, first looks at books since they
were bought. Outdoor sports on
the campus have finally given up
and indoor softball and basketball
are flourishing. Tonight D.M.D.S.
presents its second of the
year — for students only tonight.
We hear that it has been a long,
hard job getting this one ready.
The point has been brought up this
week that the University should
operate some form of student em-
ployment board. During the war,
jobs were easily come by, but this
coming summer students will prob-
ably need some assistance if all are
to find summer work.

show

The Japanese-Canadian question
is still burning bright, especially
in the Western Universities.
Strange how relatively unimport-
ant it seems in the East where we
do not face the same problem . . .
Noted this week that Prof. Maxwell
has been chosen Hon. Pres. of the
Frosh class.

pect co-operation from that direc-
tion?
confidence, will set the pace for
harmony at Ottawa. Nova Scotia
will doubtless produce a much
worthier contribution to these re-
lations than she did in the initial
one.

Many Canadians are beginning

to feel that education should be
nationalized. What about health?

Should the provinces abstain from
certain “fields of taxation” in favor
of Ottawa? These are the vital
questions to be answered if we hope
to keep this glorious country in
the commanding position she has
reached in world assembly halls of
today. Only by general careless-
ness are we to let her sink back
to the petty poverty of provincial-
isms that so insidiously ate away
our “National Being” in pre-war
years?
COLIN S. SMTTH.

Canadian
GamPus

® WHAT ARE the chances for a
Canadian drama developing in the
colleges and from
coast to coast, pondered Canadian
Campus? Are production facilities
good? Are dramatics recognized
academically? Are they popular?
Answers varied from college to

universities

college on everything but popu-
larity. Drama, it seems is here
to stay.

Most campi have their own

theatre or auditorium available,
though some have to stage their
productions away from the home
campus. Acadia University reports,
an auditorium seating approxi-
mately 2,000, with a
stage, a pipe organ and two grand
pianos.

containing the batteries and lights

spacious
Under the stage is a pit

and ahove the stage is a prop room
and loft for storing costumes and
sets.

Plays are produced in Moyse Hall
at McGill
tion Hall

House Theatre, which for the past

University, in Convoca-
at Queen's, and in Hanrt

two years has been opened only for
season, at the Uni-
A sad story of
a dramatic housing shortage comes
from the University of Manitoba
occupied by the
and requires

hefore returning

a six week

versity of Toronto.

whose thealre was

army for five years
stage renovation
to civilian life.
Generally Extra-curricular
Campus Dramatic
Guilds are

Societies or
generally extra-curri-
cular but in some cases such as at
MeGill
extra-curricular dramaties function
The McGill Players’

Students’

University, curricular and

side by side.
Club, supported by the
Couneil produces two plays a year,
while the English Department also
staged com-

produces two plays,

nletely by the students in the two

drama courses given at the uni-

versity.

Dramatie distinction is given for
efficient staging well as for
proficient acting at Acadia Uni-
versity where three one-act plays
are produced and directed annually
by members of one of the English

courses. Mount Allison University
awards dramatic A’s at the end of
the year for eredits received for
participation in any and all phases
productions, and an in-
t actor'is
presented by the adjudicator at the

of stage

dividual award for the bes

Drama Festival. Queen’s University
provides a course in dramaties af
its summer school.
Co-operation Good

The chief feature of all the re-
ports on ecampus productions is a
general spirit of student co-opera-
tion: for instance this report from
the University of Montreal on their
annual Revoe Bleu et Or, “It is a
kind of Music-Hall Review made up
student life,
written by the

of sketches about
humorous Songs
dances

school wit performed by

the girl-friend who is learning
ballet ... .
put up hy the
ture.”

The University of

designed and
Architec-

settings are

boys in

Ottawa says,
“It is a firmly established tradition
to stage two plays, yvearly, one in
French and one in English.”

“All plays are cast and produced
by students,” comes from Queen’s
University, “and insofar as possible
students make their own costumes.”

At the University eof Manitoba
the Dramatic Society presenis one
major production during the first
term, a drama festival during the
second term, and a radio play some
time during the year.

The Universities of Montreal,
Ottawa, Queen’s and Manitoba
gspeak of increasing public interest
in their dramatic productions
which, as in the case of almost il
the colleges, are modern plays.
The list of Canadian Campus pro-
ductions for this include,
The Males Animal at University of
Manitoba. Our Town at MecGill
University and University of
Toronto, and Arsenic and Old Lace
at University of New Brunswick.

season

Mary had a little wolf,
She fleeced him white as snow.
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Duffynitions:

Parasite — A person who goes
thru a revolving door without
pushing.

Mal de Mer—French for “You

can't take it with you.”

COLLEGE RINGS
AND PINS

Dalhousie rings are now in
stock—for your convenience.

Corsages

A “Colonial” Corsage de-
signed by ROSEDALE,
speaks eloquent volumes
of tenderness and love.

Class orders for pins take
time at the factory—it will
help if you order early.

Henry Birks and Sons
Limited
Registered Jewellers
American Gem Society

Halifax

NURZERIES Limited -
38' BARRINGTON s T- HALIFAX

Barrington St. -

Fader’s Drug Stores| | jERRY NAUGLER'S
135 HOLLIS STREET

29 COBURG ROAD ORCHESTRA

() 123 Willow Street

HALIFAX Nova Scotia Call 4-9673

“Heat Merchants Since 1835"

S. CUNARD AND CO., LIMITED

HALIFAX, N. S.

HARD COAL — SOFT COAL
COKE — FUEL OIL
OIL BURNING EQUIPMENT

*

DARTMOUTH, N. S.

It was a good slogan in war.
in peace: “Say Schwartz and be Sure”.
your protection that you may be assured of the incom-
parable Schwartz quality in Coffee, Spices, DPeanut
Butter, Jelly Powder, Baking Powder and Dried Fruits.

Say SCHWARTZ and be sure!

W. H. SCHWARTZ & SONS LTD.

Canada’s Oldest Coffee and Spice House

Founded in Halifax in 1841

It is now a good slogan
We urge it for

Graduate Courses of recognized standing, leading

falhpusie University

Halifax, Nova Scotia

Largest Staff, Libraries, Laboratories in Eastern Canada
Maintains a High Standard of Scholarships
Includes all the principal Faculties of a University

Arts and Science Faculty

Degrees: B.A., B.Sc., B.Comm., B.Mus., Phm.B.
Diplomas: Music, Engineering, Pharmacy, Education
Four Year Advanced Courses in Classies, Mathematies, Modern

Languages and History.

of M.A., M.Se.

(Eourses:—preparatory to Professional Faculties
Course in Public Administration

Many valuable scholarships, on entrance and through the

courses.

The Professional Faculties
in

Law, Medicine, Dentistry, enjoys an unexcelled reputation

Inclusive Fees: in the B.A. course, average about $160 a year.

in the B.Sc. course, about $190 a year

Residence

Shirreff Hall, residence for woren.
Carefully supervised residential facilities for men.

to degrees
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