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James Leeds (Paul Atkinson) struggles with aparticularily difficult student - Sarah Norah
(Wanda Warick).

Each year the Students’ Union awards a student
with a Gold Medal for excellence in curricular and
non-curricular activities at the University of Alberta
during the previous academic year.

Criteria:
idates must be in the graduating year of their most
recent degree program -
— candidates must have a Grade Point Average of at least
7.5 in courses taken two years previous to the graduating
year and in the first term of the graduating year

' — extra-curricular involvement in University and/or
community activities.

DeadlnebrAppkam Monday, 25 February, 1985

Contact the Students’ Union Executive Offices for application
or nomination forms, and/or for more information (259
Students’ Union Building, 432-4236).

Walterdale play studies
problems faced by deaf

by Gilbert Bouchard

Director Judy Unwin first saw the Children
of a Lesser God in New York in 1981, and fell
in love with it.

“The play wasn’t released yet, and we had
to wait until it closed on Broadway,” said
Unwin.

This season Unwin’s wish materialized in
the Walterdale’s production of Mark Medoff™
extraordinary play of a deaf woman anr' nier
struggle in the hearing world. :

While this may be Unwin’s dream play it
has had its share of logistical problems. For
example, because of Unwin’s decision to use
deaf actors, she had to learn how to sign,and
at first she described her progress as slow.

But for every setback Unwin has received
she has also been granted an equal number
of small graces. “Vincent Chauvet started out
as my signing instructor and has been a real
gem,” said Unwin. Chauvet is now listed in
the play’s handbill as the assistant director.
“Victor may even direct a show at the Wal-
terdale next year.”

Unwin’s early frustration vanished as her
proficiency in signing developed. When 1
interviewed Unwin late into the produc-
tion’s rehearsals, she was signing like a pro.

“There were other things we didn’t think
of when we were planning to direct a play
using deaf actors,” said Unwin. “I forgot silly

-things like deaf actors have to see each other

when they sign or talk. And since the play’s
set has no wings for visual clues, we ended
up using cue lights.”

Unwin and her cast have been hard at
work since early November and are not look-
ing forward to going in separate directions
once the production is over. “I'll be so sad
when it’s going to be over,” said Unwin.

“l hope that this play makes people
aware,” said Unwin. “I didn’t know any deaf
people before this production, and | didn’t
realize that there were so many deaf people.”

Unwin is also upset by the lack of theatrical
outlets for the deaf. ‘There is no real deaf
theatre, and itis such ashame to see all these
people with all this untapped talent,” she
said.

““This play is not for the deaf; it is for hear-
ing audiences,” Unwin added. Because deaf
people would not be able to understand any
of the lines spoken while the actors have
their backs turned to the audience, the Wal-
terdale is putting on two special performan-
ces where two ‘interpreters’ will sign out all
the dialogue.

“I want people to see this play and | want
them to learn about deafness, not just feel
sad for the deaf,” Unwin said.

Children of a Lesser God is showing nightly
at8 p.m. at the Walterdale from Feb. 13 to 23.

ia (Connie Gongos).
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