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MEN 0F TO-DAY
A Muise. r Wate,.WaY

U PER Canlada Colege as rany sons
in varions parts of the eartli; but tlie oldest
as well as one of the mast remarkable ai
tliemi ail is r Thomas C. Keefer, wha

lives 1in Ottawa. r.Keefer was born at Tliorold
in 1821, which is eighty-seven years aga. He is
onle of Ille m-en wlio lias made a deep study af deep
Waterways and railways in Canada; ini fact, lie
began to write about sucli things before any ai
the preselnt genieration of railway men were
known to the worldl at ail. He was born near
enlong-liý to the place where the Well-and Canai is
flow to notice that some day a deep waterway
would be a necessity in that part of the great lake
systemn. He was a youth of seventeen wlien lic
got a job helping to dig the Welland, alsa theErie; at wvhich two ditches lie put in seven years.
After that lie weNnt to Ottawa and installed a sys-
temn of waterworks which lie operated for that
city; about which-time lie won the Lord Elgin
prize for the best essay on '1The Influence of the
Canais of Canada on AZriculture" - wlien Sir

ý>t. L-awrence rapids. Hie report..
liaii Governmnent on trade witli the United States
ore fruit in the Reciprocity Treaty. He was one c
ýanadian railway building; making surveys for th
d for the railway bridge across the St. Law?ence aiipie of years la-ter lie became engineer to Montre
)f this before the rniidde of last century wlien thi
vre beginning. Long afterwards, but stili only
aftcr Confederation, lie wrote a series of letters oanscontinental railway. Hie had bhis eye on the Sas:h lie saw to be as necessary for a cross-continen
>ortation as the St. Lawrence and the Welland
hties lie becamne successively president of the Cana

* * *

intercoloniaf Raiiway. He is a hopeful acquisi-
tion ta the party, ta the Flouse and the pub)lie life
of the country.

The Nvew du panoe Coflsti-Goneug

WJ~ ITHlN the past few weeks Canada lias been
'~remînded 'of her status of nationhood by

at least twa events - the creation of a
Department of Externai Affairs and by the arrivai
at the Capital of a new Japanese Consul-Generai.
Thle Hon. Takashi Nakamura, Japan's new repre-
sentative in this country, arrived in Ottawa just
a fortniglit ago. He is a typical Japanese gentle-
man, small of stature, quick and aiert in lis bear-
ing, thougli always kindly and naturally cour-
teous. With this urbanity af manner lie combines
an air of decision which is made the more impres-
sive by lis sure and almost faultless command
of the Engish language. Mr. Nakamura's flnency
in Englishi is the less ta lie wondered at when his
remarkably varied diplomatic experience has been
considered; for, aithougli only in his early thirties,
lie lias seen service in many lands. Passing his
dipiomnatic and consular service examination in
1897, he was first employed in the cônsular ser-

ýefer. C.M.G., vice in Korea. Afterwards, in îgoo, he was sent
igileer.as attache to the Japanese legation at Washing-i~'ieer.ton, being appointed in the following year to the

third secretaryship. In i903 lie was appointed
consul at Foochow, China, whilst in 19o6 lie became secretary of the
home foreign office in Tokio.

Japan, in recognition af lis diplomatic services, lias bestowedupon him the fiftli order of the Rising Sun and Russia lias decoratedhim with the second order of St. Anna in consequence of work donein revising tlie Russo-Japanese commercial treaty that foliowed thePortsmouth Peace Conference. His experience and personaiity ieads-to the conviction that lie is a suitabie person ta conduct the ratherdifficuit negotiations that are likely to be entered into between the
Canadian and Japanese governments.

h The D.mocrat of Spencorwood#-SIR ALPHONSE, PELLETIER, Lieutenant-Governor o f Quebec,r ~is a "democrat." Apparently the gubernatorial functionl in thiatt province is no longer to be distiriguishied by delectabie exclusive-t ness. Spencerwood is a resort; not a holy of holues. Sir Alphonsejust about keeps open bouse. 1le lias innovated Spencerwood.Business men are invited to dine witli the Governor. This 18 againstail precedent. fI- is almost as dangerousiy cosmopolitan as the action2 of ex-President Roosevelt in asking Booker T. Washington to the- White Uouse. Sir Alphonse lias a titie whicli lie wears witli as muclidistinction as any of his predecessors. He knows how to carry as uniformi and inisignia of office witli gracions uirbanity. White glovesc to him are as native as a sceptre to a monarcli. But Spencerwood hasbeen thrown open to the "pniblic"-at ieast to that section of it repre-S sented by the business man. No one can accuse Sir Alphonse of usingh is liospitality in order to stand soiid with the people. He lias nothing1. to do witli the electorate. He is Governor. But lie is a miost charm-r ing host. The functions at Spencerwood thougli less exclusive than
formeriy are more____________________ useful. Th e man
who pays the taxes
lias a chance to sec
wliat it looks like to
bc a Governor.
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