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By REV. ERNEST RICHARDS, B. D.

THE programme, which pardonably boastedthat not a singl e advertisement was to he
fotind ini its pages, bore the title, "Eigbth
International Iipworth League Convention."

This wvas a inomer. Lt was a National Epwortb
League Convention, with a smnall, valiant Canadian
contingent attached-a brave contingent which had
traversed a continent in its pil.grimage to Seattle.
Not onie single country outside the United States,
save Canada, was represented. The United States,
not to mention Canada, bas large missionary
churches in China, Judia and the Malay Peninsuila,
but evidentl y the word
"International" did not
include thein, any
more than it included
the numnerous M. E.
missions mn continental
Europe and the niear
East. This was the
more disappointing be-
cause Seattle is desir-
ous of being consider-
ed as the gateway to
the Orient.

In no hypercritical
mood (ioes the wvriter
suggest that the lack
of the internati(vnal
spirit was observable
througbout the earlier
part of the convention.
At first, it seemed ex-
tremely difficuit for the
American section to
renlember tbe Cana-
dian Epworth Leaguers
froni the nortb and
east, and yet the ut-
înost courtesy and en-
thusiasm had been
shown by tbe varions
delegations wbich the
Canadians m et e n
route.

lu the Armotiry,
wbere the convention
was beld, the enor-
mous preponderance of
American Rlags was
proverbial, but a certain incident, in the writer's
opinion, bore more significance in thec direction of
lack of international esprit de corps.

T he subject of discussion was "Chrise Entbroned
in the Nation," with several divisions, as "in the
political, the industrial life, etc." An Amemican
mînister had eulogised the political life of the
United States, and at the psychological moment tbe
convention choir leader started the American Na-
tional Anthem, which the audience sang with lusty
vigour. But at the close of this, when a bold Cana-
dian away back ini the audience started "God Save
the King.," the mesponse wvas not quite so enthusiastic
as migbt have been reasonably expected. Lt is only
faim to add that this state of affairs was considerably
improved towards the close of the convention. But
more of this anon.

One of the object lessons easily learned at the
convention was the fact that wbatever may be the
calibre of the rank and file of the American Meth-
odist nîinistry, the bisbops, like the United States
presidents, are men of strong personaiity and of
great devotion to their ideals. In this connection
comparisons are odious, but Bisbop Quayle, presi-
dent of the Epworth League of the M. E. Church,
was easily first in popular esteem; hie is a bon
speaker and lecturer, Jobnsonian in appearance, but
with rippiing humour in bis address.

Tbe subi ects for discussion wbicb are of inter-
national interest were: "Christ Enthroned Among
Men,' "Christ F.nthroned in the Nation." Rach
subject had subdivisions and tbirty minutes was
allowed to each speaker.

Bishop Hughes, M. E. Cbnrcb, made a valuable
contribution to the subject of "Christ Enthroned in
Man's Inteilectual Lîfe." But Bishop Warren's
address-really a paper read-on "Man, the World's
Greatest Asset," suffered from the typical American
failing of grandiloquence; bis point, however, that
character in activity was the only vital contribu-
tion man could mnake, was well taken. But of al
the speakers hitherto, the most salient divisions of

thought were contributed by Dr. Du Boise, who
suppiied for Bishop Gaiioway. He characterised
the condition of our citizenship in the nation to-day
as fraught with the danger of a trinity of evils:
First, the god of weaith; second, enslavement of
our whole Christian systemn of education; tbirdly a
pantheistic psychoiogy by wbicb individuai moral
responsibilîty is mininîised.

Bishop Hendrics, from the soutb, suggested that
the most undesirahie citizens of the States were
not necessarily foreign born. Lt was also refmesb-
ing to hear a southerner speak well of the negro
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in the person of Booker T. Washington. In this
connectimm Rev. Dr, Colem an of New York made
several forceful remarks. Hie was absolutely in
favour of admîtting ail, even the Chinese, if tbey
were willing to be men as citizens. Dr. Coleman
had a way of asking people who objected to emi-
grants where they, the objectors, came fromi
originally.

Lt were futile to attempt even a brief resumne
of the numerous addresses; it were equally futile
to suggest that many of our American friends were
not eloquentiy suggestive; but it were equaiiy futile
to deny that tbey, mainly, lacked originaiity and
statesmanship in their speeches, and notwithstand-
ing many good things uttered,,there was, with few
exceptions, a decided tendency to deliver eloquent
omations cn idealisticthemnes, mather than thoughtful
addresses on practical topies.

Lt is in no partisan Canadian spirit that I sug-
gest that our own Dr. Chown stands out in con-
spicuous and pieasing, contrast in this matter. He
had convictions and committed himseif to definite
statements. Whiîst not finding a solution in socialisni
to the industrial problems of the age, he did not
consider modern competition as Christian. His
salient attack- on ail classes of idlers and ail un-
rigbteous methods of making money, were calcin-
lated to stimulate thought.

A decided change of feeling in favour of the
international characte 'r of the convention took place
on Friday,. when the Rev. S. T. Bartîett, general
secretary of .Canadian Leagues, addressed the con-
vention on "The Enthroning Hosts." "The Maple
Leaf" was sung at the instigation of an American.
At the close of the singing Mm. Bartlettpointed out
that the convention banner included the British
flag which in Canada was supreme. This demon-
stratîon was well received, as was also bis speech,
and at last our Amnerican cousins began to realise
that Canada was alive--that there was indeed a
Canadian delegation.

On the general tenor and influence of the con-

vention one may moralise indefinitely, but a fg
words may sufice.

In the first place I have already pointed out thi
in the main, the convention lacked internatioî
features; one further word therefore will suffi
It wvas flot international in the sense that the rect
Woman's Congress was international; but ever
where the Canadians were most kindly treated a
the arrangements for excursions, information, et
were weli planned. It was common to meet perse,
in the streets wearing a League badge, which bc
the legend "Ask nie." i.e., for information.__________________ The potentiality

the convention to E
wortb Leaguers is u
doubted, but îts bol,
daries in this directi,
would have been i
creased xvith more z
tractions for the s
called uinregenerate.

To aIl Canadjiai
11U7 7 ï,standing as Canai

does at the parting
the ways, the words
Dr. Sheppard of ci
cago should be lad,
with much food f
thought. Referring
the question 0f imn-
gration be said: "
have neyer doubted t]
providence of Godi
the Dispersion, sh,
we doubt bim, at tl
inzatherjng ?"

Whatever Caniadia:
may think of Iimigr
tion there can be ,
possible room f,
doubt that in the~ Urd
ed States opinion
very much divided
to the wisdomi of shil
ting out any hecalti

i class of people comir
1 f rom Europe. Ameri(

presenits the spectac
to-day of the ingathe
ing of the nations, ar

in the main Americans are optimistic as to resuit
But one note of criticisî may îlot prove inop<
tune. As a mIle American orators wbo favour j
discriminate immigration from Europe, rarely coi
sider the potentiality of the following questior
"How far bas the Latin, Slav and Maygar modifie,
to its detriment. the original Angzlo Saxon ?" Tij
writer may be pardoned for intruding his )w
moralisation, but during years of residence in tf
Uinited States tbis question has frequently forcý
itseif upon bim. Lt is not a question of met
breaches of civil and moral iaw, but of radical di~
ferences in habits of mînd and life.

In the question of suggestiveness of future Cani
dian problems, the convention sbould prove il
valuable to the one bundred Canadians in the part,
However, tbougb the Canadian delegates gave
splendid account of tbemselves in the person
Rev. S. T. Bartlett, Rev. W. T. Smith (presider
of London Conference), and Dr. Cbown, one coul
bave wished that the Canadian Epworth League ha
sent, in the language of the advertisements,
greater galaxy of talent. It is the fasbion of Un,]
Sam to treat Jobnny Canuck lightly, therefore w
wished tbe Maple Leaf to have been sbown to thi
best possible advantage.

It seemed a matter to be regretted- that on a
occasion of this kind when every opportunity offei
ed, a greater effort was not made to show ou
cousins across the border the full strengtb of ou~
institution in Canada.

It is a much-to-be-lamented fact that ail socjetie
of this kind feel it their duty to bave special hyun
books, containing a large number of new and popu~
lar bymns. Some of the new bymus are good; mc,
of them are at best mnediocre, and are flot to b
compared with tbe standard hymns of any leadin
denomination. We deplore the effect of the "Sm,~
day Illustrated" on the artistic tastes of our youn
people; why not deplore tbe effect of dozger,<
hymnology on tbe poetic and musical taste cEpworth Leaguers?


