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What the Canadian Girl Learns at School
A Ninquiry into the efficiency of the Canadiangirl wage-earner, the resuit of wbich was

Publisbed in the Canadian Courier for May
4tb, 11th, 18th, and August 1Oth, 1912, con-

vinced the writer that low wages are to some extentthe consequence of lack of earning power on thepart of the girl at work. This is no excuse for theemployer wbo underpays. The Canadian Courier isa constant advocate of the minimum wage for women.
It seems more than probable that minimum wagelegisiation wlll be a powerful remedy against *thepoverty and bardsbip o! the wage-earner.

The more intimately, bowever, the writer becomesacquainted witb the circunistances of Individualgirls wbo are wage-earners the more she ls impressexwith the good chance o! the girl with knowledge ofa certain character and the poor chance of the girlwbo is wltbout this knowledge. The girl wbo knowsenlough to keep herseif in gaod health and fit forber work, who knows what to eat, wben to rest, howto bUY clothes and sometbing about making theni,Who knows bow to get ber money's wortb wben shespends her wages, 1s practically certain to do well,even if she bas na craft or trade training. She basthe essential knowledge. The wage-earning girl wbols witbout this knowledge cannot get on.

TJ RE serious condition o! affairs wbicb we haveta face In Canada is tbat the average girl wage-earner, and the average girl as well who ls flota wage-earner, are poorly equlpped in regard tothis knowledge. The writer bopes ta convInce thereaders o! tbe Canadian Courier that under present,conditions the average girl can be given this know-ledge most effectively only in tbe public schools. Asystem of public scbool Instruction bas grown uplIn ail parts of the Englisb-speaking world whlcbtakes alxnost no cognizance o! the fact that girlsbave a sPecial need for knowledge of this klnd.Let us try, from an unprejudlced point of vlew, ta-orne te a conclusion as to wbat girls, If tbey areto be useful women, mnost need ta know. The mosiImportant knowledg1e for a woman ls the care andnurture of infants. How to mire and keep hersel!In bealtb, and bow ta maintain and promote the goodbealtb of others, Ia the next requirement In the equip
nient of a woman. Knowlng baw ta prepare foodanid Plan meals ls a part of the.woman's health andeffIciency knowledge. Knawing bow to spend maney,
110W to buy, la the next essential for the waman. Tothis sbould be added some knowledge o! tbe making
Of clothes and millinery. It is practlcally impossiblefor the average woman wtbout this last-named
kflowledge ta makre the best use of money. An under-standing a! tbe buying value of money, and the properdivision o! an incarne, wbetber o! an Indîvidual or ahousehoîd, la knowledge that the average woman re-quires to-day sO wholly, and sa differently from years,ago that It seems strange no plan bas yet been de-visedt ta give the buyîng value of money a place In8chGoolor even In home-nstruction.

These are nojt the only subjects on whlch girls11eed ta recelve Instruction. But consider bow poorlythle average woman ls equIpped for ber 'business In
'ifEl wbo Is wltbout this speclal knowledge. On theOther hand, a man may be efficient without much
kflaowledge of any o! tbese subjects, although -somek-lawledge la desirable, for neither nmen for Womendo their best wthout help from the other aide ofthe bouse.

IDT anyone who does not agree that a girl nee dsLteacblng on these subjects consIder whether aboy wha had as îîttîe training for any particularOccupation as the average girl aften bas for ber Par-ticular Occupation, would be Ilkely ta succeed, urlesshe had more than average abllity. It ls not wlsetePlan everyane's school for the exceptional persan.
IOur Publie scbools are what we have made tbem."1 10 spirit o! fault-finding, the statement is madlethat Our Public school curriculum, generally speaklng,la Planned5( t<> show the attractiveness o:f clerIcal andP'rofe8sional OccuPationm. The public school preparesfor the high scitool and the higb scbool for the uni-ersltY. The Publie scbool curriculum-In aIl proba-

IesqUite Un cons elously--develop s the attractive-f05 a! aty Ilfe as against the attractivenesa, wblchIR lOt 8howii of country life. It Is generally concededtilat the Public scbool curriculum sbould show the
attactve... f other occupations as well as of.clial an1d Drofessonal callinga; and that the sohoolcurcuu sbul certalnly be plannied ta do justice

By MARJORY MacMURCHY
authorities say that seven per cent. only of cbildren
wbo attend public schools become pupils In higb
schools. In Canada, In one instance at least, It lsreckoned tliat ten per cent. only of the children
attending public scbools ever become higb scbool
pupils. Making generous allowance, botb in age andIn numbers, one is safe in saying that from. 80 percent. to 90 per cent. 0f Canadian boys and girls leavescbool between tbe ages o! fourteen and sixteen. Thecurriculum of the junior and senlor !ourtb classes
gives wbat tbe average Canadian girl Is taugbt atschool before sbe goes to work or is employed athome. The curriculum taken is that of the Toronto
public scbools, wbich may fairly be regarded as
representatIve.

Tbe school week nunibers 25 heurs, from nine In
the morning till four in the a!ternoon, witb an In-terval of an bour and a baîf at noon, five bours aday. Please remelnber that you are considering bow
a girl of about fourteen spends ber hours In scbool
from nine tili four, fIve days In the week:

Aritbmetic, 3 3-4 bours..................... 15%Physical Exercise, 25 minutes ........ ...... 1 2-3%
Reading and Literature, 3 3-4 bours ........... 15%

(45 minutes for Scripture reading.)
Writing, Gymnastics, 25 minutes............12-3%
Recess, 2 1-12 bours...................... 81-3%History, 1 1-3 bours....................... 51-3%Geograpby, 1 1-3 bours.................... 51-3%Drawlng, 1 1-6 hours...................... 42-3%
Spelling, 1 2-3 bours............... ...... 6 2-3%Grammar, 1 1-2 bours...................... 6%Composition, 2 1-4 bours......... ........... 9%Music, 5-6 bour .......................... 31-3%Nature Study, 1 bour ...................... 4%1
Needlework, 1-2 heur...................... 2%
Hygiene, 1-2 hour ................. ......... 2%Writing and Business Forms, 2 1-12 hours .... .81-3%Domestlc Science, 5-6 bour ................. 31-3%/
Special Teaching, 1 1-4 bours ................ 5%Closing Exercises, 5-12 bour ....... ........ 12-3%

Total ......................... 100%
(Concliuded on' 'page 15.)

IN TIME OF PEACE, REMEMBERING WAR
A Patriotic Ceremon» on the* Battle/ield of Beaver Dams, lune 241b.

The 12th York Rangers from NIagara Camp did a "feu de joie" and march past, and patriotic speeches were delv-ered by United Empire Loyalsts In honour of the heroce In the most historie battue of 1813.


