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Why Mrs. Burbank
Ran Awany
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Astro's expression lad dlianged
wonderfully as lie lieard' the newý.
He liasteued to offer lis syrnpatliy
anew to his client, and assured lii

liat it was only a question of a few
hours before his wif e would return.
This promise seemed to quiet the
old man's distress. Astro went back
into the studio witli a new expres-
sion, at once determined and jubilant.
He sat down, wrote a note, and des-patched it by a messenger boy. This
done, he set the phonograph care-
fully at the beginning of tlie strange
exclamation that interrupted the song
ou the record, and waited.

In a half-hour Buttons opened the
lie-avy portieres, announced "Colonel
Trevellian 1" and a man walked in.

The visitor looked about scorn-
fully. He was a lean, yellow, bony
faced man, witli deep set eyes and a
drooping mustacle. He spoke with
a drawl. "I believe you requested
to see me ion a matter of importance
and of a confidential nature," hie ob-
served languîdly.

"I did," Astro replied. "I arn about
to make a request of you."

"lndeed, you do me a great honour."
The man's toue was sarcastic.

Astro scarcely looked at him. "I.
wVould 'be intfinitely obliged to you,
Colonel Trevellian, if you would
consent to pack up your things, leave
New York, and not return for five
years."

The Colonel scowled, took a step
nearer, and clenched lis fist. "You
infernal charlatan!I if you'll take off
that nighitgown and sweeping cap, l'il
see that you don't deoeorate this cozy
corner any longer!I What the deuce
do you mean? By jove I l'Il thrash
you and pitch you out of your own
windowl"r

Astro yawued. 'hen he brought
lis two bauds dowu on his kuiees, and
lis handsome head was outstretched
toward the Colonel, ou whom lie
turned two blazing eyes. "Colonel
Trevellian," lie said in a voice like
the rattling of paper, -you lhave per-
sectrted Mrs. Burbank long enouglil
If you fancy you understand the art
of hypuotic suggestion,. I eau show
vou that voti're q fnni n wP.1 n

a telegram from lier purse and read
it over. She was. a. fine lookxng
woman of thirty-five, dressed ail in
black, even to lier furs, though she
wore no rnournîng veil. Her only
luggage was a smali travelling bag.
Everything about ber stamped hier
as a woman of culture and influence;
if not ricli, ut least comfortably off.
Yet lier derneanor was timid, almost
irightened.

As she started to ascend the steps,
a private brougli, driving furjous-
ly, came down 34tlb street, and drew
up suddenly before lier. A young
girl, fresh and pretty, smartly dress-
ed, and witli an air of jaunty con-
fidence, j umped out.

The woman wlio had first arrived
stared at lier in astonisliment. "Why,'
she said, "how do you happen to be
herei" The look of perplexity and
tirnidîty in lier eyes deepenect now
into positive alarm. "Oh!1" slie
breatied, "you're flot a detective ?"

Valeska took hier hand affection-
ately. "No, my dear Mrs. Burbank,
onîy a friend who, wants to help you.
1 knew that if I told you on the
train, you'd neyer corne here; so I
didn't dare to, explain that we had
really imposed upon you. Bobby is
quite well, 1 assure you. You needu't
worry on bis account. And I hoàpe
on no other account eitlier; for l'mi
sure that by tliis tîrne the Master lias
been able to straigliten things out."

"The Master !" Mrs. Burbank
gasped.

"Yes. Astro tlie Master of Mys-
teries, my employer and rny friend,
as l'mi sure hie is yours. Your hus-
band secured his services;' for no0
one else would have been able to find
you and help you without danger of
publicity. Corne right up, and you'l
hiear frorn himi that everythinig is aI

"Oh, if it only was 1" The wornan
followed Valeska hopelessly.

Ten minutes after that Mrs. Bur-
banik sat smiling in the studio. Astro
had told lier that there would be
nothing more to fear fromn tlie per-
secutor who had muade tlie last few
weeks hideous. Shle had herself con-
fessed everything: how, after that
first hypnotic sleep, the Colonel lad
given lier persistently, so ofteni that
it drove lier ainiost distracted, the
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